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-fiti  itfi  to  ferif>fHr>:j  ^nUi^mmitinifii'mu  bfia  Jliw  oiii  ot 
Vib  r)t-viT;><irt  '^alt  n3:Jii'.\  'tvuM  v  .,-ll  mmlfi  .:mi^(\  ryfrctfyi 

jiffliof'flocietjri  ill  instigated  to  the  tx>inmisl»Oft'Ofeve!yl 
cnttm^  and  ^^tlMf « fi»ac^ee  ^^  evety i  vice^  i  ^  /It ' psMAnes  ^ 
th6  ieibftiiaiid  geHiii^isI'  »T«oplep'iBaite»  tbe&i>fliavitof 
to  ^tyiisnts^Mimd  ]  dbpca;^  tb»;  «i«^<«Bd  <iwi^ 
tm^'jijlt^^  ni^  .ikteksyMUhMtkii  toiimemman  tUMi 
thetenlaigeHieiitiiOf  ^(the  haannn^uwkits^j!  ^Fh^^e^ieair 
reniediett  fof  itkis  drdadfol  makdy  ari  ihectihtvatioli  ofi 
aciende  and  iphiloso|^hy^>  di8qanii]^)(if>itp(«jiidide  irtidt 
bdievJQg  on  i  trust,  laad  a-ficm  ikt^nanoatioDi  toueiBM; 
mine  foP'OiiTselvesy  -and  receive  the  thitb  «i  nttpikitj^  i 
It  was  these  considerations'  that  induced  the  author  io( 
examine  die  subject  contained  in  the  following:  workj' 
the  result  of  whidh  the  nosr  takes  die  liberty  of  lay'm^\ 
befor&t&e  pid^ic.  t  Fcurhisown  inforqliUion  beventuied; 
to ' '  fexamuie  -writiBgSt  whidi  ar^  said  i  to  be!  Itlfet  orackat 
af^truthy  tfae'lbiH]ll»ii  of  wi8doai,iand'a»iiSfiittible  wim 
of  £[iltk  attd  «i»nnan. :  II  iaviillfaiiii^t  ^  the^fnoit^ 
hood^t^  that  a^God  of ii^  AsIm£89,  .^miAf  i/fs<icf^vf«p<k 
9UBM^  is.aBni(Mineed  to^ra«iluf^;)iit  isjin  ^lem^b^jai^S 
infinitely  ^ise,  good^  and.omaijwtettt  b*eing^ik  ^kMm^^ 
ed  to  4m  ^Um ;  <  aiid  it  is  in  them  1  tbi^  we  "see  displa)/^; 
ed  all  those  i  aiiribut^ '  and  ^perfections  of  ^  XkitjSYttbat^    ' 
^ih^c^jectofour  imitation J I ir>  o#f^  •'^-liirnjsti  bwR 
^^Mora^y,  \  (he  author  considerB  ''S  a  .science  thatihaSi  | 
fi^t»itgioba^^^fe^l^o"W'**^  iifHhttpian  bapiMnesft/?*;  pM  \ 


'.>-f*-i,>    .-J  ,...    .iit^. 


w  PREFAGK. 

I  must,  therefore,  be  founded  on  the  nature  of  man,  bis 
/  various  relations  in  society,  and  the  duties  resulting 

from  them.  He  has  invariablY  found,  that  priests  and 
:  their  votaries  hav^H|^diy|y[^||^jEjii4itoured  to  with- 
;  draw  it  from  this  basis,  and  found  it  upon  conformity 

to  the  will,  and  imitation  #f  the  conduct  of  an  un« 

known  being,  whom  they  have  taken  the  liberty  to  de- 

piizt>aad;dte9sitf^afe99p(hMl  1^^ 

nocaltl3Kjorjvirtaei;'  i^consisls  k^t6ni^mitihlmBf9ftfm^> 
idjp  irtidifantartifcfleDpwpaif^  asdiDQt^^iifinqHniliy  iftt 
thB><}oniiD8<MMi  foCicaoiBWiii]  insi^ 
/  alUbnbcndiitifc^fMiibinirfic^t&ith.  ]^Mai,b<«^^ 
L  thesisehr(^  bjstbteoji^riiidfki,  Jrinsll  tfaciiiliifegOitaiEnedt 
/iO^^MJ  eaprifx  tind  seipdhnflsai  vtf' Ifadses  iitfaoi  ckali^ 

r%bt  o^^oqaoapdhig.  tiheiinib  q^  tl^  linkponok  Biaag^ 

\  aqdibey  keure-eimbad^  ami  for  &mr  -wiiihame-^aisafRiti 

/  ra^iHrilfPfst6omitlKU>aftbeN)lclkniH?M«k<n^ 

^   has  endewvomreib  Idjdetiaat)  this*  qtlab]lSlT)r^^ttdL)ei^w8fi 

:  t^inu^    llehaai  8«ii^itlKnf(parifcofi«1s^ 

/  p|aif^  i^x>^  odi^  tbennikeiLv .  Mdri  ItbiJif/  the  ijapBorant) 

;    abdrthe^ ioteieabBd^  ithei  bi|;Dfe  dnd'  the.  hutoprii»i>  :vi^ 

niebt  eenlisk]lyt<joinbiKi  loadiiififaktt^jwifilabiismi  /Butt 

ijbky  M  iHmABoaneii  'as  JmlIk:  ireijo  waiaMHaiic^  i  thaib 

eakia9y>iif  ^  raiimmltimd  of  hiffatatmimikilk/e(filmyfb 

)  !!•  jsq^verjt^p^trs^aitt.    libMd  wb»  ^aniiak  imifo^jaQii 

'  Mfdj/iiksaMtdkiOL  the 'fn^ofepei  06  sMUne^;  I{kiM 

I  pkmktj  InJ^M^  andiJ^ibiki,ine  tfaecbepMilieiilKiilBir 

I  dt(yi)|eaBOit  to  ci^Mtttii    Buti  those  nho  ;«a]|  iGM  g^odcb 

'  aMidini^cifiilranditiieniJiMlKLhimrthsiafilk^ 

:  and  injustice;  who  call pUm^ the  GodaofitrtatliiiimA 

ftben.  iatheDi  upeii>  fairai  iBmimerable.  UeB;  ^itoiiilke 

i  hftn  inMnirtiiHe»i  smditiiem  lepittteflfchyataB joogrfiniwHy 
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rity 


PREFACE.  V 

changing  his  mind ;  and  who  clothe  him  with  incon-  \ 
sistent  qualities  and  contradictory  attributes ;  these  are'  - 
the  true  blasphemers.    The  author  by  exposing  it 
means  to  do  it  away.     If  tO  cfiscredit  wild  rhapsodies, 
inconsistent  fables,  and  flat  contradictions,  be  infi- 
delity, then  is  he  an  infidel.     Atheist  is  a  term  that 
has  been  most  liberally  applied  to  the  wisest  and  best 
of  Dien  in  all  ages,  and  when  he  knows  that  such  men 
as  Tillotson  and  Locke  have   been    branded    with 
atheism  by  the  fanatics  of  the  times,  it  woukl  ill  be-  i 
come  him  to  attempt  resiling  the  charge.    But  if  to 
strip  nature  or  matter  (which  you  please)  of  the  powers 
and  energies  inherent  in  it,  and  inseparable  from  it, 
and  place  them  in  incomprehensible  non-entities  and 
metaphysical  abstractions,  be  atheism,    then  theolo-i 
gians  are  real  Atheists.     He  may,  perhaps,  also  be  ac-  : 
cused  of  turning  serious  subjects  into  banter  and  ridi-  j 
cule.    The  weak  have  always  been  fond  of  crying  up 
nonsense  as  sacred,  and  knaves  chime  in  with  them. 
He  would  further  observe,  that  the  prophet  Elijah  did 
not  scruple  to  try  Baal's  divinity  by  the  test  of  ridi-  \ 
cule,  and  the  adcnrers  of  Jehovah  will  not  hesitate  about  | 
the  application  Of  their  own  principles. 

To  the  uDpKgudiced)  and  the  fHends  of  truth  and 
free  inquiry,  the  AuthOT  begs  leave  to  appeal ;  by  their 
judgment  he  will  stand  or  faU.  The  candid  he  hopes 
will  excuse  the  defects  in  this  performance ;  want  of  a 
classical  education,  and  the  dtuation  of  a  tradesman 
who  can  only  write  when  he  has  finished  the  task  of 
the  day,  he  is  .consdous  will  require  very  liberal 
indu%«M^. 
— "^' v»i^..-  *^i»^*Th£  Author. 

.->.»     *->,  .:e.'*---    .■^-■.,** -»■-.*■-■■      .•-■■-■  >  ^  - 


-ii(X)£li  ri)i#  mill  Jif^dfo  bffw  htw  ylnum  fui  j^mhitM)^ 
-^  ale  'j?iij{\i  i  'f")>iminnti  ytoSvulfmhiof  bun  «T*t*i|jBUf*  iut^teh 

-Bui   od  fBUvh'nim-iSmyj  inh   ban  j8t>ldct  lii'ja<i<igiiO'>ni 

r{)m  rfoijs  ibdl  ^l*oui  oil  rr'^ilw  [j^ii;  jJ^^r,  Hfi  ni  iv>tt^  io 
tij f rr    lx)t)[tm^    h^jmS  ^ft^  ^^wKi    fefiit   iT08ii>l JiT   ««, 

<'i  v7/oq  odiio  (o*»fwlq  ttt;^  dvifiw)  i^^Jjeifi  io  inmijit  qfij?! 
f1f  moil  sfdr-Tfiq-^^r^rt'!!  -'fir  tfi  jn'>T3f[ni  Wii'^^^m-iHVi 

%Mii  iAiiilf^toh  ftv/f  ihiotht  'to  gisiobu  oriJ  bfii;  e*>bjo 

.8^|qr:j»4inq  uwo  H3dt  to  iiOilfi:>u<|q«  ydi 

7l^iij  diinl  %  phfpi'ni  on;t  bnfi  jba'>ibi;jpiqfli>  t>iij  oT 

1l*j»dt  ^AI  ;lc'K|qiG  oJ  d7Bt#i  r^i'Kl  lodltf  A  ^dt  fViif/piri  sfvA 

'  I'S^tf^dd  bibciiD  ^dT     .ffnt  to  humfi  Hct/  ad  *ir>cfl*biif^ 

'^'lO  J^^^^r^^bfitrirto'h'xj  airft  Hi  »^Jail>b  adJ  5K'U'xz>  lliv/ 

^^iife!SJ  s»dt  bodaiaik  alidad  flf>d##  9#n^  vloo  iu>!>  c«i7/ 

M.  -■'.  -y-.i-^M  ■  ■.-    ,^  ^^-i        •v.l-'^-«L*   ■>)%,'.    <>  ?.;^'r^j;|4^  j^  a^±!:  Jet.-.-' 


afjok»oif*i  «  Olid  fii^AHm    il      .fjjoim'^ti'y  ban   ^rimnii 


■r 


;  '^I   Ak  d^  of  those  ^feafl^ttiefl*  7i^^ 
^liiixiouk  td  preserve  from  tte  <x)ntamraati<y^^ 


siop*  who  ventures  to  lay  beibi«  j^ouj^  rerrMtfeiicfe^^ 
n^t:  of  iny  ^examli^^  of  the  Bible;  dcbof^Uj?  to 
the  .«*  fetfer  jtiipae^  ydu '  pipescribe  to'  Thdmair  Paine; 
InyoilrMtl'itb^  j^fey,  **PermU  me  ^t»  state  td 
yo^'WKat  '^M4l  in  my  o|iitki6ii  hate  beetr  a^%^;ttei 
mod^  of  pirbceedmg,  -  better  stilteil  to  ^e  cHaractet  of 
an  hbneM  lafiktf^  sHicia^  in  ^'W  to  seaifch  biit 

truth.    Sucliiii'kQkn,  in  reading  the  Bible^  trould,  in. 
the  te£  pli^;  ^ekainSne  ^f^iedier  the  BiUe  ^attel^ted . 
tolKeSttp^iherBetiig'iaiiy  attiibtites  re^tignanttd  hdiK 
ne^'  trutbf  jUs^  goodi^  ;  %iiet;her  H*  i»i<bj§c^ ; 
hiiM  tor  liiiBiaii  nnrft^ties ;  ivhe^er  ft  exc^ided  kiiji 
^roib  tite  gO^eMfo^^^^  <tf  die  WqrTd,  ^  ai^i^ii^  W 

"^'W  >  PiiJixiiUii  I  |!i..'      lit   j^iofff  tilt  tciilf  i-i)i!i  !/:■'#  llr^y 

*  T|iei«  is  selafiB  tff  meit  for  whom  I  ligve,tliej^iFei»t^tr«spc^j^ 
^0^'T  tta  anzieos  to  breseWe  friMfei  tfi^  ^tifttiiiiitiim  W  jota4xmp 

.^fMiog7(fortiMttMe^-Let'Z.<     :  diuil   bus;  niob'i//  .'io  h:»£} 
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origin  of  it  to  chance,  and  an^temal  conflict  of  atoms.*' 
You  then  proceed,  "  finding  nothing  of  this  kind  in 
the  Bible ;"  but  here  I  must  pause  in  my  endeavours 
to  search  out  truth|  ||^fi||Uin5  ffojpie  method  you  pre- 
scribe. I  have  found  the  BiDte  attributing  to  the  Jew- 
ish Deity  attributes  repumant  to  holiness,  truth,  jus- 
tice, goodness ;  but  whether  the  Jews  or  your  leve' 
rence  t^lf^hvp^fbf,^^  I  will 

not  pretend  to  say.  Besides,  I  have  found  it  repre- 
senting him  Jidth,  human  part8»  as  well  as  human  pas- 
sions  and  inflraifnes.^^  If  ifiMMiAill^ieKide  him  trom 
the  government  of  the  world,  it  makes  him  ignorant  of 
what  is  going  oii  M  ft^4ildi«^r^Mllli  liim  as  partial,  ar- 
bitrary, and  capricious.  It  makes  him  a  ferocious 
monster,  cruel,  unjust,  id  Otceitful ;  making  those 
miserable  whom  his  onmipotence  caused  to  exist. 
And  if  it  does  not  assign  the  oriein^fif!!^  ivjorld  to 
chai»ce,,^,cgtii^cta  ^^yef^  ^li^^ff^  f^ 
live  in|r^i4^;^Et4M      #  ain  etem^ccu^i^t  9L^f^ff}^ 

ai^  crroQ^QUn,  the  Bitile  copt^imng  |^^,  ^\te  .^f 
ff^v^fs^.of,  w]^  ym,  voujd :  lom  *w  fieUw"?^  1  )^ 

w^ijb^ieft  jf  j^fr ,|WSw^ : whi^  m^^teq^i^ 

Vft^  mw^  WO  v^i^fmoX^  Pwhcg;r^to^,rtvwiW.  W 
wd  fuitii^  188119  p^t  pwive  egufjljr  |u^s^^cj9^ml4    J( 

9pHcb  «i4,«ay  whei)^,yf^,mmm^  mlR^.  ^  wy) 

ing  18  a  God  of  holiness,  truth,  justice,  goodness? 
Wyf  yottsay  &at  ^  meet  dreadful  enermiticg  -ever 
~  of  are  only  acts  of  <*  good  policy  combined  lyjth 


tales  wwisdon 

wiM  never  be  made  by  one  who  tia^  jsucb  p^e(^]E^i^s 


"/j  -:;_t-.E/,i*Sfew?iiafe: 
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to  learning  andicandour  as  yotzr  reverence  ?  -tli^  ^^bitld 
only '  suit  liie  \  charaotear  of  tthose-  who  ktpe  ^th^sel vds 
taiproaohiand  >p^ynany  tbiaglbri  a  piebe'^of' bread'; 
whose  ;.coktf((aencei  is^  ihjMie  ]tfee|>ing;  ijof  ike^apefwifs 
ihat  bet  /I  AUnmm  .     .1  J>fv^  Wtnormso  ,>?{«!  lui^Hjuiii 
li  Youfliy,:  **  I  hope  thferei  is  nowaiit  of  cbsrity  ih 
saying,  .that  it  would  have  been  ibrtunate;  for  the 
Qhristian  world  had.Thbmas  Pdihfe's  life^  b^  termi- 
nated before  :  he  had  fulfilled  his   intentiows  >  6f  pab^ 
lishing  his  thoughts  on  religion b"    If  there  be'nb  want 
-of  cWky  in  me  case^  tihere  is  surely  great  Vant  idf 
^rudence^     If  the  Chrikianreligion  be  a^  is  pretended^ 
h  .the  plan  of  'infinite,  wisdom,  supported : byt  Almighty 
ipower^^^iit  hds  nothing  to  fearliom  anything  Ibat-can 
-be  either  siid  or,  written  agadnst  it/    The  betraying-  <jf 
ifear  in  this '  naann^  is  tantamount  to  a  i  proof  of^  tescil 
,ui^bi^»  1   Tihis  charity  of  youts  may  b^>  ChristiHh 
-Cbaiity,  m  it  was  practised  by  '  the  churchi  at  the'  tithb 
.^  Constantibe,  at  the  period  of  the  Crusadeik,  'atthaft 
of  the  Reformation,  and  at  the  pjiesent  inJdiiieht'f  ft 
iinay  be  CAim^ralcha^ity  at  Romef  at  Lisbon), '  tft  Gal^ 
giurtk  Park,  and.  iaJheHoljr  Officel  but  I  'do-ri^ 
think  it  is  the  charity  of  any  iphilanthropic  liiinfdi     ft 
ibiastonisliing  M  hear  a  cl^-gyman  'of  theChtirch  of 
^dglandtalk! about  the  divine  origin  ahdi  hdlities^'^ 
religion^  when  he  would  not  :Scraple'to  prbstifnte-l^ 
jnost  jsolemn  ordinances  to  qualify  the  Vildst ^^^L 
kind  lor  tbeimeanest  office  of  the  state.     -    -  r^'f.M>*l! ' 
I  /Your  reverence  tynks^;thaf  Thomas  Pain^;  itr- 1^  | 
.cQmplishifngr>hi» ;  ^intentions;  "  will  ■  liave  unsettled  'th4  I 
iaitb.  of  thousands."    There  are  thdusands^ whose- f&ith  i 

ll  I-—     ,  .  •  f  •* 1 ' 

'  *  U  seoBS  the  arts  and  sciences  can  snjiport  tfaemsdves  wiAogt 
ic^;ai  estaUlisfanents,  and  penal  statutes;  but  our  h<%  Ghmtiaii 
T^gioa,  akbpngh  of,<Mnne  original,  k  too  tendier  a  plamt  toiwtth-' 
stand  the  cnttiiig  winds  and  nipping  frosts  of  carnal  argiiinentati<Hl^ 
ii  It  has  bedi.  at  awl  times  necessaiy  to  fcaiice  it  round  with  penal  laws, 
.  Md  secure  its  growth  by  fire  and  faggot,  fines  and  impri'soniifeiitj  ip 


3lO  n/  fv^    U^TTERTa 


VI  :iiV 


\  mo  hook  mh^^^^  itmi^^ 

f  fthe  ffut^  of  Hialiy  dksrg^^meh  of  dieidmncb^  I  ppe^uqie; 
I   ;nor  ?ter  ^H,  wbile  ifarth  is  founded  %)a  liie  «vid$Ks^ 
\  x>f  tbin^  seen  and  fdi.     It  takesv  lam  toid,  'fivce<iiii4^ 
j  lions  sterling,  or  more  of  evidence,  annually  to  «iptK>kl 
I  ^e  faith  oi  the  natioaal  clelgy  o^  your<;feuflch ;  it 
j  ;were  a  piiy  if  that  Goikld  iiot  xoaimain  ftiidb,  or  if^ 
I  „pa]try  pamphlet  could  anset^  it,  wheoi^uppoited  hf 
I  _8uch  weigbity  ailments.    -Your  reverehee  appeals  to 
jconsider  the  &ith   of  the  giteatand  0|A>lent  to  lie' ^ 
vfher  of  a   "  questionable  shape  ;'^-«4ilat!  is  kot  alto- 
gether candid  ;^if  any  such  'diere  are^  they  can  Jdni^ 
be  tl^  Qnp^nsioned  fewi    I  am  me>  ithl}  >  otb^i^  ilk^e 
reljgioiB  arid  faith  to  tbe  ibll.     Have  they  not  •^i'V^ti 
sju&ient  ^idence  oif  it  already i    Mavd  idvev  ibot  te- 
ipeatcidly  declared  reiigMmto  be  on«!;iQf:the?WuS€»:<>^ 
^e  present  war  ?    Have  tbey  not  also  ideclardi  tit  >tb 
j)e  ^'  ^ood  policy  combined  whh  fpei^y^i  4»  €9|tieniH- 
fiate  ji ,  fiction  of  infideb?  apd  ii^ve  they  Ddt  l>olh 
^sted  aiMi  pr^edibr  saccess  to  tbebausc'l     Wttik  le- 
^^  ilp  .j^if;jti<Mtiv.es  or .  sincerity^  I  say  nbithrji^,  jbilt 
su^b  ;an  obaietvattan  in  ttie  presenttinteicenciial^r  tx^m^ 
^om  y^Mf  re^enebce  iiilfa  a  very  ted  g^^    ;  ;i  .4  nh 
\  I    Nqw  the  i^eat  M|ues430&  oecuf s, '  Wtti^  ^  is  tx»  tswft^e 
/  -^e  f^lb  Of  the  merohaiKt,  manufkctiibery^  knd  tiouies- 
la^n,,  which  is  thus  likely  to  he  vimetdeAhy  this  terri^ 
ble  .A^^:Reason^  Tp  he«ure,  a  tmdcBmaii,  m*Ik» 
labours  hard  to  maiatein  ymself  imd^aoii^v  Wkdllas 
BO  saiajy  for  believing,  twiinct  leaboMbly  foe  eis»e£ted^ 
{    ^  bave^udi  a  settled  ikitb  as  a  Bisbep'Of  tOi^dbpt.  a 
\  "^Fear,  or  la  Pdme  Ministerivfao  can  4?c«ii«iattd  tlie  liia- 
,  tional  purse.     He  may  surely  be  allowed  some  doubts 
I  ^oncernTng  those  things  of  wnicli  you  write  so  fluently. 
^  ,Th|ere  is  a  i^eat  difference  betweep  tfe©  ^i^  pf  a 
l^pishc^  ^od  &kt  ofa  IfaidesHiiaB  ^  ^e  one  lDtf4il^«i*i^i 
l^fhtxydi^co^  him  niachi  <^eM^  df  ^xiiVif^  l^^i^ffi^ 
Hte  awtefbrts  of  life,  tJiat  df  tie  dth^r  ^idds  ^p  |!|?;eiiiJ 
/  ^^I'e  can  be  little  woni^,  iheu,  if  tradeiu^als  ^^^ 
f    in  a  (ieclining  state.     But  let  them  frairtoke  a' ii^  of 
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tfaal  ilhiifaiiiatingigo^id!  ^tideiice,  erf ivrhwk  tb^  Bisbopi 
receive  so  laiig^.  ts  aal^iialr  portioov  ^^n-ydii  woaidi 
eeitaiolysee  tfak.^  fran^  of  mustaid*seed"  b^me  a  tree 
iii  wirbkk'  >  thfifofwis  oil  hieatteii  iBfgfiut  build  Ibek  nests* 
Biitii^  thevGhursikf  be  itot  indliiie^  to  pant  wr^  any 
pQvtibi^  )ofi  thniCvMeinsef  wbidir  1  much.  fe&^  bs  sbe 
amy  t}mk  if  att  Iktld  enougb  iSof  htt  Gwoi  coiiiisuniptfOn, 
|fterha|is  leason  ma^  be  exaltedi  above  feidi,  which 
waold  be  a  ^ad  thirig !  I  wish  that  tiitiff  matter  may  be 
better  attended  feo  tiMwi-  it  has  beeiv.  l»  it  not  a  shame 
that  sneh  sinus  of  money  should  be  expended  in 
hiring  missiosarivs  to  con!«ept  Indian*,  Negroes,  Cal^- 
frariansi  and  Otaheitaiis,  while  onr  own  mfidels  are 
sofi^ted  toremaiD  in  nhbelief  ?  The  old  pioyerb  savs, 
*>^  Chacity  begins  at  boibe  ;*'  wfajl  then  goto  such  W 
mrnseissedistasrce^T  proselytes  B  I  aflifitlly.  confident; 
tba^  if  ail)  th£l  .money  that  has  been  coi&cted  hy  the 
vaneii^  raissiantry  iodeties  wiere  to  be  destFibnted 
atB€iB^tb^<li^rei»t  i-niidelis  ia  this  contt try,  pFOportion- 
ably  to  the  degnres  of  their  unbelief,  there  wonld  rery 
£bw  reinaim.  is  it  not  as  possible  to  gai^  over  a  fifee-^ 
thinker  Vbith  money  as  to-  fcurrbe  a  patriot  ?'  .  Qr  will  an 
apostHDte  fr<Hn  the  cadse  of  reason  ma^ie  »  worse  advo^ 
<3ate  for  €hfristtai»ky,.  liiaD  a  rcn^odo  Whig,  who  hires 
kmnelf  tc]»defieBd)desp)otismtsmd  tory  principiles  B  If  the 
ciMitfck  were)  td  make  vae  of  solid  ^ld-i  rnsifiead  of  flim^ 
argqinef^.  these  cooMi  not  be  a  doubt  of  her  success*^  j : 
The  tksKkesmen  of  this  co«»tpy  are  Qnder  g*ea*  obRj 
*gatidn»tiTy<Airi'eirt(ferGmq»y  for  the  pains  ycni  hare  taki^ 
to  guard  them  against  the  contamination  of  irrelieion  j/ 
tbe"greaf  aM'opuTenf  you  haveieflto  shift  for  them^ 
s«l<ve8.  Thbf  iftr  wistfly  defile ;  tb^ti;  faitb^  I  believe,  ] 
sfettid*  ti^bn"  fhe'^tertoe  basis  a*  the  fifrifh  of  Bisl^ops,  S(| 
t^^c^i^lid  f^^fof  it.  But  tdrat  wonld  becoflo^  i 
qi^^lm  cj^i^  i^Vfaith  were  to  disappear  among  t^l 
lofiieroiide«8?  £it^ei-  they  would  be  obliged  to  padi  ^ 
mytheit^  tti^elesstrtd  lAysceries,  atid  marcb  off  wHfl  / 
tfiei^  for  J^eaV^n,  the  pface  whence  they  came,  6^ ; 
solicit  the  l^^fA^  St , jeq^w4  o$  tli^  wm^  Qf  ^  \ 
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nmm^  MMTgtt  ttis  rather  %litfoo<[)^^dfldMtti^ 
grace.  -Tfaerdilem[mia  inmost  distressing. '^  <  m:  ra 
Your  reverenee  appears  to  lay  a  great  ststess.  ufk)n;  the 
doctrine  <^  future  rewards  >andpunishraentsy  especially 
the  corisolatiop  it  will  afibrd  the  unhappy 'Virtuous  to 
fee  assured  of?  ;a : future  i-ecompence.*.  ■  In  .toy > opinioB, 
however,  if  you  could  give  them  the  jcomfdrtM)!^  assu-* 
ranee  of  a  present  one,  it  would  be  for  preferable.  It 
were  a  task  worthy  of  the  learning  and  piety  of  a 
Bishop,  to  explain  why  the  virtuous  are  unhappy,  or 
want  to  be  fed  with  an  imaginary  future  recompence. 
If  your  reverence  admits  that  God  permits  or  causes^ 
the  wicked  to  be  happy,  andthe  virtuous  miserable  in 
this  life,  you  will  then  contradict  the  known  rules  of 
ratiocination,  to  say  that  he  will  reverse  thdr  condition 
in  another.  In  common  life  we  never  infer,  that  be* 
cause  a  man  has  been  long  unjust,  he  will  become  per- 
fectly equitable ;  that  because  a  thief  has  been  long  in 
the  habits  of  pilfering,  he  will  become  rigidly  honest. 
This  justifies  the  old  observation,  that  "the  rules  of 
just  reasoning  must  be  always  inverted;  when  applied 
to  theology."  Infidels  might,  perhaps,  make  some 
shrewd  guesses  at  the  cause  of  this  strange  phenome- 
non, '^  of  the  virtuous  being  unhapi^/'  ^were  it  not 
for  offending  the  powers  that  be,  who  are  very  ftpt  to. 
s  construe  such  matters  into  a  seditious  libel.  Neither' 
j  can  I  find  that  the  doctrine  of  ftiture  punishments  pr&t 
I  vented  the  Spaniards  fiom  exercising  the  greatest  bar- 
barities on  inoffensive  Indians,  or  that  it  stopped  the. 


/ 


\     :  f^  The  Lord  {orgtA  to  inatmctliiB.owii  duwen  people  in  this. impoiw' 

I     lantdocfariBe; ,  for. »  proof  of  which  read  the^  Bible,  {uid]^8liop;ly^r> 

I ..  barton's  IHtnioe  Legation  of  Jtfoses.    It  is .  a  fact  worthjr  f)f  notice, 

I    &at  ignorant,  savage  people  always  have  recourse  to'  violence  and 

\    otielt^  to- correct  the  errors  of  sdci6ty^-t^enHghlened1^|i^tolp 

:     proceeds  on  other  gronnds.    HiehdlaiftLthededis  of  o«fi»re<atbeis 

i  fiifc^e  the  most  ternfic  beings  the  imaginatioii  was  td>te  tp  paiiul;.    It  iS; 

Vj.furioiis  to  contrast  the  hell  of  Rsjpb  Erskine,  inhis  (gospel  $onnet8^, 

/  '^snli  Thomas  Boston,  in  his  Fourfold  State,  ii^tb  the  sentiments  of  Vtf' 

I    piak  and  others  of  oar  modem  divines  dn  that  iiubject.  '^-'  ^'  ' 
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merciless  Inqdisitorsfroifli  treatkig^thetiMlpfiy  ti«#aii|i : 
of  the  Holy  Office 'witfa  the  mi^t  8atigtlibaiy<«#ti4l^(  i 
Has  it  preveiited>tbe  dl^iinouiist^eeib&n^Qtf  o#^^ - 
froiB  desol^tiiigi  thW  fkir  face^of  £i^ix>p^<$ :  idr  priidbt^^ur 
ifistigaliBg  the  blood}^  c<«tesl??>  ipft»<|i6>^^)Df  f^ 
punishments  put  ah^«nd  txythe  mmtHuli^?  ^rhdk  it^ 
queodied  a  thirst  Ifof^gold  and  d|bnlilia^o»^   If><k  biftil^ ; 
produced  noi^e  (^  t^se  salutarjrl'e^^ects/l  should' l>4^' 
glad  to  know  the' ext^t  of  it»  lnenefichiMnflfi^Q^L^ 
But  if  we  attend!  to  the  stowj '  !tfaoug;h'  slire  and  'M^ 
cious  amelioration  of  our  conditiohy  '■  hf  the  -ihtirbdiiii^^ 
tion  of  knowledge  aadiisoienoe,'M^a'n  liiereii^g. 
nize  th6  true  reodietly  for  reetifyiDg  the  dtisdrdjers:  'Of., 
society,      ■  ^    Jtuti  'iriJ  -^iiiaUnsiXj^.  lo^^oi^m  i^Vjd  •'■ 

«>JYour  reverence  afiects  jgreai^  cbncerar  ^bout  the  iii>^' 
terest  ^  moralityy  if  i^er  •  D^stti  should  >l>ecGrtue  pm^.  l 
valent.  To  be 'sore,  ybti  have  ■d>spla3fed  |i '  gO0d  <teaK 
of  priestly  eloquence  to  pemuad^  us  that  Iii&iftdi'and' 
Christianity  are  godly  s^^tieffis,  aivd  oil  th^r  beMefi^^ 
tendency.'  But  whoever  will  v^ad -^lesiai^Kal  hht^; 
tory,  ^'it}i  mon'percsA'ie^^^^  'Mv^tbd^ 

hapj^nesS  iof  mankind  "i  diey  miff''th&f&  see  .lO>hri^tiJin[  K 
and -Jewish  saint&  f^<dmulate  in  -the  ^transcendent  ttsi^^ 
tiousness  'Of  ^thekr  lilies,  th«  ifadpiiite ' ifttonats^  of  < <&i 
Bible  Deky;''    Unkappilvv  it  »  m4  kr^yistiamt^U 
that  we  must  look  for  the  firiend  of  rmWlity;' uWereit-^ 
necessary  to  enter  mw  a  =  discussion  of  i  toe  meHtb  of ^ 
the  two  systems  of  Mature  andvevtekrtioBi!  perabit^^' 
to  state  to  you  what,  in  my  Opinion,  <woHM'l]a^o^l>6eii 
a  '*  better  niode"  of  proceed!^  than  writMg'an  Ikpoi^ 
logy  for  the  Bible,  ^bettei-  suited  to  ttie^  chanuoter  x^^  Mi^i 
impartial  inquirer  after  trutii,:    If  >  sincere  itt  iyoufdiM> 
sire  tO'  di^ingUish'  the  truecharacter  of  D^isfl^iiydiT^ 
would  have  examined  if  it  had  raised  any^wai^i'  s<N]iM|> 
foot  any  (Citti^deB,  destroyed  any  villages' brsa^Jad  t 
towns,' burnt>«iny« cities,  or  hafd  any  In<ifui)3iti!(Nisfs^ '' 
auto  dejesi  if  its 'history  recorded  any  tnfi^Moi^  add  f 
rebellions ;'.  if !  it  requires  a  tenth  erf"  the  >prodbce'  of  < 

cultivated  nathre^  the  prejudices  ^f  education,  iaiidf^#<; 
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i  vmi^  ^iffMm^l ftf^f fttjep !  1^  Its  :aea)tdaiifc&  atiiong 
\  unirmkiadi/" i  Mfffliog  ifeM«d:BOi«H9-/<4^  those  things:  in. 

;  ^ffOU^^Slci'  ;e|»u|iiy»|»'thff  fmn^  iumI;  siitopile  psec^pte  of 
Fea9Qf|, :  :«Q&;eQ«llr«ji[  thi^niK  mik^  the  t&urdi^ce^  coo^i 
trti^^kats,  i^^iinefiii^i^tmciesi  «f  jevelatkio*  ii^h. 
li0iVts:!|)d(3asH)iiv9fl  leii[^^^  »ect^  eodle^ng- 

w'Hh^  fm^  either '  ii^ui  te;  rao9t  coiitempibifel^  foUies^j 
•    i^ho;  Imn  I  ck^&Mldiiej^  aoei«*y#  wsl  delciged  the  w<{»rlii 
widH^<MiwL    Bec^lecf  th9  nlaxiib  of  ^ourGod,  "  t^ 
thei^i  iiruits  y0  ^itktitit?  thei&u'^  : 
-  My;  Lf»!4  .this^  little,  wmk  hem  a  p^uUar  tlaim  toi 
jfqur;  f^tBOnage;;    it  Wfi»  iii-;^oalp^ce   with  your 
"  better  mode"  of  examining  the  Bible  that  .ever  it 
hwt  aft  :fgH^n(^}ii^>tton^of9' flics  foe  protection  to 
ymvf  vmef^diiiM^sk^^lM:  ilselC  tinder  tb«  mags  of 
3f04^  ^«$t«^Qf)^}  4igi]if j^.     Jl  ii»r  tfu^ ,  I  bate  pot  found 
tbar^  QbaHtisteir  ^i  *^  itolibeas^  truth*  jwatiee;  goodneas,''^ 
ai^ilb^  to  tli^t  Jhi^fv  wlueb  yxaaiQ'  eonfideiit^y  maitt-^ 
t£iit)i  46^1  am;^essi|ad^>it  ca{io€»t  be  iniltd  there;  so^ 
f^i  j6r«ia  thaty  :i^  i9«<}ritos  to  God  eniehy^  ijijuMice>  de- 
Q$Hw  fraud,  and^^.Tm^  of  Iiiuma0i  ticea.    It  is  lru«ii 
that  I  «l»  1 )« tfad^smati  in  wfUat  both  of  leatning  and 
]&H\iT^>  tk^fteii^tre  mm^h  t(<  quaroel  about  Greek;  and 
HelMew  h^9  \i  hi^  we  bar^  aU  i^son '  Hnd  Gammoiii 
seinae  srnffiqieiity  lji]:^^eQd,  to  d^tsnoioe  what  aret 
like  diitiea  e^  lilbb  i  It  is  of  no-  Btanner  of  consequence^ 
wli#t|f)bArsicter  ony  bo$k  gw^  oii  God  ^  the  gneat  quest-t 
tk>i»v.|o>be{dlM»ded  Ui<  wbethar  there  etxista  io  na^ie  ai 
Bmm  (^  boKouesf^,  triii^  jii«M<^^   g)[>odaes%«  ti^ior. 
pw»iibea  viee .  Imd  joewards  virtu^  who  pfo^imt^'  InnoNj 
ceUcQ.imd  suoeonv*  the  op|»e9$edit  whose  gov^nmeial.' 
iawiblMwict  ^caciooa^  and  needa  ntXi^ld^fencje  of 
q^ifbt  qttibbles^  abd  sopfaistTy.tr  bmuammB'^ml  Jbh 
I    I  "Bt^eoooliide:  your  reverence  ba^:€i^fitit<l|D^  JJIllde  a 
[  y^  ptmieibM  re)s0lution  to  ^agage  inoinoreiiRth6:di8H, 
I  p^te ;.  already  have  the  quarrda  4)f  theology  deadlated> 
I  the  world,  Bor  is  these  a  ChristiaB  coiitifry  but  :hdai 
f  roason  to  numro  its.  guilty  wi9»;  iti  therefore  beiXMiil^'. 
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your  Lordship,  and  the  rest  of  your  brethren,  to  set 
eminent  examples  of  meekness,  of  moderation,  and 
forbearance.  Too  long  has  your  order  been  the  fire- 
brands of  society ;  become,  for  once,  the  harbingers  of 
peace.  Seek  no  longer  to  rekindle  the  fi^mes  of  civil 
discord,  nor  to  drag  society  back  to  (he  days  of  monk- 
ish ignorance  and  Gothic  barbarism ;  but  rather  assist 
philosophy  to  dispel  those  remaining  errors  and  pre-' 
judices  which  prevent  the  further  amelioration  of  our^ 
condition.  In  such  a  work  your  reverence  may  ex-^ 
pect  the  co-operation,  the  heart,  and  good  wishes  of  all 
good  men,  among  whom  shall  be.  that  of 

The  Author. 


*' »."**!;'-«      «Sf-.»|f^  -    '■^    ^ 

5f^.'jfi? 

March  27, 1799.      '     ^'^ 

«     ,^  *(^ 

s      r|«|^^vr^^9F   "*^^    ■  '  5i*  -J**    ' 

.'-     '       i 

*  « 


■  .r.K<;r?4.;  .:^t*Sf4rf 


^1  .nid/A-U.^*?!* Z^^^^^J^  ^'^^ 


'•.a«K»*iNfe.:aFfiTi.u  '^  ■'■■  -i""/^.,-4. -■■■  «  '  ■■  •.•^n■■ 
•  -  *<:^  5*4  -*  ,v^  M,  f„lrv  '■^  *i-  '•  -  -V  *^  •^'N  ''yJSSr^  i  >»/  i3^^^»**-' 
f^-'i    f'*>    l-*j^i    IT,       S'i-^-"   *'   f    -li^       :>      i,**':}      t*4-.>^ ■<-.-'  ijf' 


i'..-n« 


V      ^       *^. 


'      '"  '■li-^0-i^\,-fi.         ^*  J^i'^p^ 


re 


*.  .iiOB  OF  THE  JEWSt^t-^ 

i^i .  JEHOVAH  UNVEILED,  ^  ^  *  «i  ^  ^ 


1^    ■  •     .      ,  f*     +,     *  i.i 

;i[M»n  have  always  differed  ih  their  o^tSbns  about 
^the  origin  of  thiAgs,  and  the  ibrmation  of  the  universe. 
-Sottie  give  to  it  an  author,  an  architect,  and^reator, 
who  gave  it  exislterice  by  his  power,  and  governs  it  by 
hm  wisddw.  Others  will  have  it  to  be  self-existent, 
goremed  by^  iwWti  eternal  and  immutable,  and  dtibsist^ 
mg  by  eneigi^  inhefent  in  its  nature.  The  believers 
of  a  Deity  tafe  not  agreed  about  the  arguments  which 
demonstrate  his  eidstence ;  those  which  one  party  lay 
the  greatest  dtFiess  upon,  are  viewed  by  the  other  as  / 
fulite  a&d  incoHclusive ;  nor  are  they  more  in  unison 

respecting  hfis  nature  and  attributes.     This  difference 

of  opinion  is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  tnlgar,  it 

subsists  cinefly  among  men  of  learning  snd  science : 

sever  did  two  of  the  most  ignorant  nations  on  earth 

difkt  nior<^  on  ^is  subject  than  that  of  the  most  learned  ^ 

thedbgtans.    It  is  but  a  very  snlji^  part  of  tiie:nnf-  j 

tisttaef  uiat  \vecsea  aee,  and  of  that  We  know  extremely*  I 

littlei  vo  tioan  having  ever  yet  arrived  at  the  knol^edge  / 

df  fimt  jMineiples ;  our  notions  of  God  can  thefefbrej 
be  no  otherwise  right,  or  wrong  than  a^  they  tend  to 


promote  the  wdfere  or  obsthipt  .the  happiness  of  at^ 
Whenever  a  particular  divinity  comes  to  be  siBt  up! 
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and  established  in  any  country,  the  body  of  the  people 
never  put  themselves  to  the  trouble  of  inquiring  into 
the  proofs  of  his  existence,  or  what  is  his  nature  and 
attributes.     These  things  thfey  believe  upon  the  word  ot 
the  priest  and  the  legislat9r.     The  poyver,   wisdom, 
and  goodness  of  the  ^odasthen'extelfed  to  tbb  skies  ; 
h^  protection  and  favour  is  most  earnestly  solicited, 
and  his  anger  and  resentment  sincerely  deprecated.     It 
is  his  conduct  that  is   to  be  copied,  it  is  his  character 
we  are  to  imitate,  and  it  is  his  will  that  is  to  regulate 
the   actions   of  our  lives.     Whenever  the  will  of  an 
unknown  being  is  made  the  standard  by  which  the 
human  race  are  to  regulate  their  actions,  it  becomes 
of  importance  to  know  what  it  is,  and  through  what 
channel  it   derives   to  us.      The  worsiiippers  of  the 
Jewish  D,e^ty  vf ill  have  him  to .  be,.  tJk»e  t^c^  of/  the 
ivholjB  earth  ;  it  is  from  him  they  say ;  .tjiajt  eyer^  godd 
and  pe^fect-gift  cometli  ;  he  gives  i^aip  and?  ftuitiUl  sea- 
sons, and  turiieth  the  hearts  of  man  as  h^  iturn^tb^be 
rivers  of  water.     But  who  were  these  jew^^^  :afl  kgwi^ 
rant  and  savage  people.  ;  And  how  CHizi(ei^  !th?it  tliey 
became  the  depositories  of  tbe|,kno>vJ^d^-pp4  wiliw 
^c^  ?  ,  .OJf  tjiis  they  giv^  us  no  ,.piK^  k^tf\)mi  o^n 
as^^io^.     Tf  hat  reason  have;  we  tp.c;redit;/^t^;A9flQl'v 
tion  l^^c  We  Jbave  up  reason  but jieinterei^^of^^Wst  and 
th^e  /pijedMlity  Of  Xhe .  many.     Ten  thoqs^ft^  i%m^\  Mil 
thousand  vc^umes  have  been  written  tp;^(nji^^that  oleair 
which  [  t^,  inapenetrably  ^  d^rk,  and  ,  to  ^ubstapti^te  >tbe 
"  baseJj^^^ric,  of  a  vision,"     K^tur^  i^  ^fe/^ storehouse 
of  humanJl^niug,  a?i4,it  {^£wu\i\hfi\  gF^tLTj^SQry.oidf 
that  ail  tQ^;  ^pfiQgs  ^^^  j^e,  f^;  >tl^  ;):>pi^pc|^i€9:df 
natui^  are  tbi^  limits  of  opr  kiM)Vifle(^gei  h^if^d  tj^k&ik 
are  the  rq^ions,  of  chimeras,  ^nd  of ,.dre;ains^f/  jfii^v^  it 
fall  to  the  lot  of  man  to  acquire  apy,kpowled^<9f  Gl^ 
it  must  be  from  natur/e,; , wIh^  qo,.  m$u>  ^^kf^  jajter^;  [fi^t 
from  books,  which  every  bocf^  ma}^  interpolfrte,  alter; 
and  explain,  as  suits  ^th^r  interest  xn*  caprice.;  .^oe 
thing  we  are  sure  of,  that  whenever  the  works  ,><|il6hi 
^,  ^  ji^ntradi^  >be,i8tOTi^, 


At^ Atei^dsQih Cm^  wei e^  know-  ^ 

]«|)d^.  /of  1  Qe^ !  in  a  book  ?  <  •  WliteFe  and  •  hdw  are  the  • 
tmiho^  )to>prociu'e  i  anformati oh  ? '  i  ^  Or  «aii  such  a  book  / 
be^ACOri^ptible  ahd>  immu^bie,  while;  Datiire  is  liable  i 

vrBut  scittii^esids^diese^iljections,  weihaU^nd^^  I 
itb  draw^  tbd  chiairacter'  of  the  Jewish  Grod  from  the  Bible '  I 
0Eii^;|«^ch;  his: votaries  say. is  bis  owDw<*d.  There,  i 
inatead .  of  a  ^ust  and  tn^pciitil  God,  the  benevolent  | 
&theF  of  his  Children,  the  universal  parent,  and  the  j 
feW£wrder  .of  virtue  and  punisher  of  vice^   we  find  a  { 

b^ing  cruel,,  unjust,  angi^,  vindictive,  and  fluctuating.  * 

In  short,  a  being  made  up  of  -every  bad  passion,  and 
tbfr->worat;  iof  huinan  vices.    The  baneful  t^ecTts  that 
tbe$ei  repa^esentations  of  the  Divinity  have  had  upon 
thebaplwnegs.of  social  life;  have  been' too  fatally  evinced 
in  ipstigating  the  ignorant  and  unthinking  to  deeds  of 
bloodshjed  iand  horror,  under  the  felse  pi-etext  of  being    ; 
serviioeable  tOiGbd  and  religion.     By  these  they  have 
been  inspired  with  a  spirit  of  animosity  and  party  rage, 
nwAtuaUy  hab&jg/each'Other;  hence  those  numerous  and  .,, 
destructive!  wars,  on  account  of  opinions '  and  religious 
cerQtnodies,   .those .  horrid   massacres   and  sanguinary  ^ 
exe(^tA9^.'Whiohihav&  so  often  stained  the*£H9nals  of  \ 
ecftlesia^tif^;  history.      By  these  the  henevolent  and  |: 
social  affections  are  .blasted,  .the  noiilk  of  human  kind-  i 
nessis  dried;  up,  and  every  thing  that  is  worthy  and   | 
gooidm  our  nature  goes  to  decay  ;  while  the  malevolent  I 
add  .^iliiPftssioiis  are  nourished  and  gather  strength:  I 
JtJs.ajnatteriof  indifference  whether  we  pay  bur  acfora-.^^ 
tions  tOia.Deityt  the  work  of  men -s  hands^  or  the  crea^  ' 
ture,,^it^ir<)fhncy  r  provided  such  worship^ '  te»ds  to 
darkeii;  Our :  .Afinderstanding,  enslave  our  miindl^^  engen-  . 
d€flr, ,  .aniiBi9$ily4il  ir^ider  men  implacable  j  aiSd^  -outrage  i 
humaoity^n  -Whilfethelpriests  cmtm  for  themselves  the  [ 
h^  of  tliecoml  the-  wine,  and  the  oil,  as  the  gift  of 
their  God,  a  tenth  of  the  produce  of  cultivated  nature  | 
by  divine  rightj ;  and  the  consec|uent  sla\^ery  of  the  f 
ioitotripug .part  of ^anki nd.il  H^^     .?>^  "'j 
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To  iovei^gate  the  eharaeter»  and  clear  «p  the  pve^ 
teDsl(^s  of ^is. Deity  to  divine  wonhip;  to^xpOM 
the  jabfsuriiily  ^nd  Qii]lity  of  such  preteqsioiM^  and 
pcHAt  out  ^6;  pemieipM*  effects  of  tmitatii]^- h^^kmi 
duct,  or  regulating  our  actions  by  his  pretend^ad  bwi 
shaU  h§  t|^§Ji>i|S)qe«i  of  jthis  essay  jwi^tliit  solely 
from  wb^  j§  ^^Jled  bis  ,«wn  word.    ThiSr  hot^ever^  is 
a  taaH  oif  p^  sin^  diHoutty,  coosodering^  the  ^i^oiQled 
manner  in  which  it  baa  come  ^own  tens  (  *^  his  ways 
are  no^  as  Qi)if  ways/'  so  ndther  are  his  wiitingsr  we 
must,  'therefore,  rest  contented  to  wander  Uirougli  this 
.  holy  chaos,  and  gather  up  the  spatteied  iiiagmeiit»io 
the  best  uimn&tw&  eaiPi^'i£i^mAMmm^:fiit^  «  ^i-wM  itl» 
To  estimate  the  characters  c^  mankind  it  is  neeessarj^ 
to  compare  men  with  each  other.     But  to  wksHi  standard 
shall  we  appeal  to  estiaiate  the  character  of  felatioos 
beings,  who  exist  no  where  but  in  the  imagmatton  of 
credulity  }    J  kl>ow  of  none,  imless  we  ave  to  judge  of 
them  by  their  approinmation  to  hunian  peffeeticm  or 
imperfectiop,    This  Divinity  says,  he  ^  Bndemanin 
his  own  image,"  which,  if  he  did  not,  liieA  has  man 
created  )i^m  in  his,  and  that,  not  one  of  the  most  ra<» 
tionsd  and  virtuous  part  of  the  speeies.      Which  of 
these  is  the  qaset  it  matters  nqt;  the  rdatioa  isthe 
same  either  way,  and  we  are  equally  entide4  to  tiie 
ri^t  of  investigating  his  qharactec. 

No  character  is  so  detestable  among  mankind  as  ^at 
of  ^  cruel  tyrant :  at  such  a  disposition  every  sensar 
tion  revolts,  and  all  our  feeluags  stand  i^»palkd ;  yet 
^  cruelty  apd  inhumanity  stand  forward  as  the  most 
prominent  features  in  die  chamcter  of  this  Deity* 
;  ,  Tiie  «  Lofd  oiMoeis,"  orM''  God  of  Baldes,'*  is 
oi^  of  his  iavouHte  appellations  among:  the  Jews;  he 
is  alw^s  lepreseDted  asassisdng  at  meir  eneountefs, 
giving  out  ^  moat  bloody  and  vindictive  oiden,  and 
as  being  delighted  with  carnage  and  massacre.    The 
greatest  blessings  he  usually  promises  are  those  of  vie* 
toiy ;    and  the  greatest  of  evik  he  threatens  that  of 
:  being  vanquished.     All  hi&  saints  partake  of  the  sua» 


temper,   and  the  Mef  of  themj  Wb6 '  iMsfe  ^  %  ;fla^ 
after  his  own  heart,"  was  a  maaof^e  tnost  80i^!|g^   ' 
nary  cruetey;    A  ftiw  exaiApkis  will  better  Hfiistrate  i 
tbe\:8avagei><fis^ition^of  thid  ^t^^)  "^^i^  ani^  9S^ 

«»We  have  ci  tdtod^estfttB^le  of  Ms  f^itMiic^  dti^i^ 
is  ifk&i  ai>tt  ditfpter  of  'Nutnberal, '  Where  ^  l^dM : 
commanded  Moses  to  avenge  hhik  df  thcS'MttfiaihftSifl^t 
who  selected  twelve  thousand  men  for  this  holy  enter- 
prise, with  ft  priest*  at  tfieir  heafd,"   Thiif  consecrated  \ 
banditti   accordingly   procciieded'  oa   the  ^pedition, 
»*  and  they  slew  aU'  the  males/'  and  «*  took  all  the  I 
women  of  Midian  captives)  with  their  little  ones," 
burnt  and  plundered  the  whole  country,  and  earned; 
off  the  booty  to  then>^c&mp;    Evett  this,  boweveti  wa? 
not  enough  to  satiate  the  c!rael  temper  of  this  incased  \ 
D«itv;  upon  their  wmal  in  the  camp,  •' llfoses  wasi 
wroth   with  the  officers  of  the  host/*  because  Aey^ 
saved  all  the  women  aKve.    He  then^re,  fn  the  name] 
of  th^  God,   issued  the  atrocionsr  oiiier  to  "kiUi 
every  mate  among  iite  fittle  one»  (although  all  the  msdes^ 
were  killed  before,  verse  7th)  and  kftl  every  womaai 
that  hatli  knowtt  man  by  lying  with  him  V*"  but  tih^| 
mald»'%h€^  might  retain  for  themselves*  aftfeough  ^| 
in»  dR  tliieir  account  that  the  war  commenced",  v'eiflse'f 
16.    The  giris,  with  the  oAer  ptander,.  the,  Eoirfi 
flMl^red  t6  be  divided,  according  to  his  own  hcjhr 'fewj 
^  fobbingv  ift  a  way  suitable  to  the  ch*factef  of  thifl 
eiq^edition'.    Takings  care,  however,  to  retsdnlilsshaie^' 
of  the  dSfferent  articles;  nolesst^an  mnetjr-^ii^^^o^ii^i 
vnenehe^  being  hh  dfvidencf  of  the  inaick.    Bbjei  W .. 
eluckktios  of  onr  prfests  is  wanted  to  fnforni  tns'H^lli^^l 
ther  tie  Lord  kept  them  for  his  erwn  t«e,  Qrtetrt,tli^ 
to^liis  priests?    Op  tf  it  veas  for  amorous  purj^oses^  oar'i 
that^f  eeHbecy^  they  were  oriered  tobe  kept  a|j^?| 
No>  person  Is  capable  of'  reading  ^is  chaptei',!  TMiGUt| 
be9tig>  inspired  with  sentiments  of  the  deepest  horrdi'^^ 
sate^  abomhfiabte  eni^ty  ;  no  history  can  fornish  a.  p»*i 
raUel- 1^  the  greatest  tyrant  that  ever  hved.     How<H 

.       -  -  •  ■'   •     •     '  •  ^  ■        :>;-^^::--:v|^^ 
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eyer^  jit  is  whjat  a^  iChristian  Bishopicalls  ,"  'good  -piE^ay ; 
cpm];>iped  isrith  ipercy  !'^  v     ?    .  -i-n- 

r*^;jjb!^  teii4^  iinercies  of  j^e  vfv^cked  are  cruel ty^^ 
thpfiie  of;  .^e  Lord.arejittl^ .  bettep  :■  ♦'  ,he  smote  /Egypt 
fn  his  first  born,  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  a)^r;: -and 
4rpmKp4;JPbaraqh^p^  itb^,^^  S^  for  bisiuerey^'en- 

^jww^^y^i^iv  OE„as  it  is  tna4e^rhyBQBin«ionie 
y^iri^iQDS'<^  the-PsaliBSit  f,i;^  i^shrftflnwfK'r", 

-'f«rfr>rk^f  -:fil  'Kil  ft-'H  |}fr^< 'od;  o^l  >vfi  i»#)fFt»«  V.rh» 

h » jhj*i»>^tiiv  =  J® ^, 8^ ^^^ ^^ <*5?'f^^«^?  fe  liH #^ %*i^<f 

..."       For  lie  hath  mercy  ever;         r      •   '  ,  ,^v     -j^Uvi-^ii 

.nOilfh:^  !  Tea,  fomow kings  Abattfesleit^"'^*^'^'^/^**^ 

-^Hr  Hi!  >!r   FVirhi8grace-feiiethnevef.»i^^J   ^^     ^^  V^IT^fW^^ 

:",>>rf<*>  -tfti;     .i  ..i:    il'^'-'^'   .;,,■:;:'.%•  HH3P8Ai.MpnaTwno^ 

;,p  (jtiiai^ ."  hC:  wbor  hat^  the,  hearts  of  aU  meo  in  his 

^iEipd''  should  manifest,  mercy  and  grace^  by  nnirder 

^nd  pamage,  is  wh,olly  inecoi^^abl^  to  our;feeling$, 

Saith  only  ca»dp  tills  l|j  V>  ^t-mI^    -mj   i;i//    ihivr 

But  who  woul^i  ^P^*^  that,  f  after  all    the  males 

lyere.  killed  (some  twjce)  and  all. ? the  "  womi^n  that 

iiacl .  l^QOwn  ma^/'  and  tiie  young  maidens:  slaves  to 

t^e  Israelites,  that  th|ese  same  Midianites  shqukl  not 

oi^y.jexist,.  but  be  'able  to  subject  their  conquerors  to 

t)ie  most  abject  slavery  for  seven  years  ?     See  Judges, 

I  chap.  w.    Th^e. are  strange  things,  if  we  had  not 

r^^  Lord'is  word  for  them  \,  -^(^f  itfrn-  'm'fiji_  od  i      .^u 

In  |1^  7th  chapter  of  Deuteronomyi  the  Ixyd  p):o-> 

mises  theni,  the  country  of  seven ,  nations,  gFeaiber/9Ujd> 

mightier  tiian  th^emselvess,  accompanied,  wi£  the  .usual 

merciful'  order  of ,  extermination  ^  an^  cruelty, :  '^  Anfi 

I  wtl^Hitl^  Lord  thy  Gpd  shall  deiiverihem before it^nei^ 

f  &pu  s^ft  smite  them,,  and  utt^y;  destroy  them  ;  >thott 

lE^t  m^ke  no  covenant ,  wit(ifrthem, .  nor  sb.e(w  >p&ercy, 

un,to.th^,",,  T!Yiey  w&fe  encoiirs^«)4>in  th^^esfiecuitiQiir 

df  these  'r%h^us:  commands^ ;  wjt^  .;the-  adSjur^W^fOf 

I  the  Xrf)rd*s  assistance,  who.is  A'!ai.TO?ghty  jGod  ?anji 

'  tprri))le  !'*  which. he  certainly  wa^  loathe  pppr. dana^iri 

ites.  .  Nevertheless,  the  Lord  was  only •  to  put. t^Bii> 

oi^^y  '\)4tt^  a«d  jitlW:.  jijH 


at  once,  lest  the  beasts^ "df  the  fiield  i^trld'irtit^ 
upon  t^em !  a^^  the  ^ame  time  tbev' Were  t^  be  de- 
stroyed with  a  ^TOighicy  destruction/*  Vferse  23.  •  Stich 
•is  the  consistency  of  the  Lord's  orders,  that,  putting 
them  out  by  little  and  little  was  to  be  accomplished 
by  "  saving  alive  nothing  that  breatheth,'*  chaf).  X5^.  6. 
Mji  These  were  the  r6les  of  conduct  which  the  Lord  obi. 
sei-ved  towards' the  Canaanites  :  next  we  shall  siefe  hOtr  / 
he  inteiHJed  to  behave  to  "  those  nations  that  w^ik 
very  far  «ff,"  chap.  xk.  10.    When  thou  comest  n^ 
untoi'a  fdty  to  %ht  against'  it,  thf^^^procMisi  pefelde 
Tjntoi  it*:    Anfd  k  shall  be,  if  it  tt^fefc^  >  th6ie  aflSw#^  xk  i 
peaoO)'  and  <  opdii  Unto  thee,  th^  it  shall  be  that  all   \ 
the  people  thaiis  fofind  therein  shall  be  tributaries  tin- 
toi » tbcte,  and*  ItHejroihaH  serve  tbfee* '  ^  Aiid  i  if  ft  ^^tt 
make^noipleabe-iwrith'  thee^  bot  will  toake'#aragdinst 
thee^'  then  thou  shait  besiege  it. '  Aad  'ivhen  the"  Lorti 
thy^God  bathdeti^eifed  it  into  thine  hanfd^vthoii'sh^t 
smite  every  maid/  thereof  With  the  «dge  of  the  s#cSfdi, 
Bub  the  womeri,  and'the  littlie  ones,*  and  the  '^ttfe; 
fmd  all  that  is  in  the  cit(y,  e^en  all  the  spoil  thereof 
Jshalt  tbpu>  take  iubto  thy^if :  and  ^ thOu  ^halt «at  thb 
spoii  of ithiiieehenjies, -which  the  Lord  thy  God'  hath 
given  the&ii  Thus  ishalt  'thou  do;  iim^^^ll'  the'^iti^ 
which  see  -vety  far  off ;  from'  thee.**^' '  T^is  d^a'r^oitt 
may/beconsiddred  as  the  iJewish  (j6d's-la#of*latidfts,  - 
an  i  example  <jf  Iwhidh  we  haVe  rfed!aeed'itd*^|tefetifce,^ 
Judges  KViii  i  ' ;  it ts»  true,  none  of  ^6ur^  =mddertl*  Wrftfei^ 
on  -the  law^of  iJiatioBs  ^haie  adopted  his''^i*iric!iflJeS'f  > 
suchticondiitct  is  only  firactised  by^a  f€#  rOyal  afj^^liky-^ : 
pettiaUba^itti^  i  f  dogobt  not  but  pA^t»  ma^r  djs^ln^ 
these  orders  to  be  "  the  tender  mercies  of  thelidrdy'' 
biity'^n  bnrp  4iipiDion,   happ^ ^ were  those  p^p^'^ho' 
weite i«L v«^!  fer  off'* i-finnni such   a   Gody  'aM'^ iw«:b|^^ 
nciid|piboursJ -    'i-^:^  "'    i: -■>  '^■'^'    '■■•       .'':'•'  '>Sth>"-;i.lq((U'^ 
'i  It  iis  disgusting  to  humanity  to  select  8f<i^*mOi^  ii# 
theisahgAiina^y,  exterminating  Gpmmaiifds  6f  thi6  .tM^| 
nityv  Jivhicb  his  chosen  -  people  put  in '  execution-  i6  iMC^ 
fuUest  extot,  'Joshua '  finished  the  Vorfc  >^  coa'fiag^f 
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wJbich  Menses  began  ;  hia  book  e^statas  Iritis  eiiie  than 
a  recital  0f  sbocking  barbarities^  aH  \^ch  hisBian  na- 
ture revolts^  and,  to^  increase  ^ielioiTor  we  must  feel 
at  the  recital  of  these  scenes,  they  are  all  said  to  be 
f(k|iie  at  ti>e  excess  comcaand  of  God. 
I  ^\  We.'inust  tuH  bere  foiget  the  inbtUBan  barbarity 
;  eiE^rcised  upon  old  Aaron  by  the  Lead's  orders.  .  The 
*pQOfr  iAd  priest,  notwithstandi^  bi»  faullS)  was  treated 
wil^  iipconuziop  severity.    ItappeKsfrom  D«iit.  k.6, 
liiat  Aaron  died,  and  was  buri^  at.  Mosefa,  which  we 
find,  Numb.  xxsEiii.  30,  was  seven  stages  from  Mount 
Hor;  and  mighty  for  oug^t  we  know,  take  as  many 
jeans  to  accon^iah  the  journey/  At  Mount  Hor^  bow- 
ever,  Aaron  was  ordered  to  diie  a  second  time,  and  was 
carried  up  to  d]§  top  of  tb<^  Mouat  by  his  bfotber 
Mosea and  his sgh  Bleaz^,  theiie sfrippedof  his>saitEed 
costume,  wfa^e  be  died.    But  we  do  not  read  of  the 
two.worthiea  putting  themse^ea  to tbe  trouble  of  buryv- 
ing  the  old  priest  a  second  time,  r  We  rather  suspect 
that  our  modern  priests  would  not  be  very  fondn^ 
givii^  up  tl^  ghost  on  the  top  of  Jibe  biiis,  even  at 
the  command  ^  th#   Lord;  it  is ^^ely  they  wotdd 
rather  choose  to  die  in  their  beds,,  experiencing  the  kind 
attention  of  their  friends  and  relatives.    This  conduct 
of  the  hfxd  to  Aaron  ferms  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
care  and  attention  bestowed  on  his  ^d  horses  by^  the 
benevolent  HowskI.     We  ave  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
li^jT  none  of  our  theologians  nor  commentators  have 
bcoui^t  this  story  forward  as  a  proof  of  the  resur' 
iepti<Hi ;  ^  dogma  whidi  stands  gi»a%  in  waot  of 
€siffifa^e^  to  support  it.     We  expect}  thisir  ^UMiksfop 

(>; ,^41069  which  mollifies  tbC;  rndstcbchfiriiteuid  inflexi- 
V)^.:.?e|igeance,  bad  no  efiect.upbB  the.lemper  of  this 
implacable  Deity.  He  who  can  **  yisit  tb&  ioiqpii^ 
9^  ike  fadiers  upoR  the  diildren,  to  the  tfaied  and 
fiHPth  ,geB^ati<m,"  may  as  well  do  it  to  the  fortietii  or 
fi^ielh.,  Accordiagly,  we  find  Saul  receiving  orders  U> 
Ajmkk'  for  what  was  coocetv^^  to  k^  a  criine 


OR,  JEHOVAH  UNVEILED.  3B» 

in  their  ancestors,  viz.  repelling  the  attacks  of  the  Is- 
raehtes.  Numb.  xiv.  45,  four  hundred  years  ago  ? 
and  for  which  the  Lwd  was  to  have,  war  with  Amalek  i 
from  generation  to  generation,^'  Lev.  xvii.  16.  "Now 
go  and  snrite  Amalek,  and  utterly  destroy  all  that  they 
have,  and  spare  them  not,  but  slay  both  man  and 
woman,  infant  and  suckling,  ox  and  sheep,  camel  and 
as&,"  1«  Sam.  XV.  3^  Human  language  is  not  adequate 
to  the  task  of  expressing,  with  sufficient  detestation^ 
our  abhorrence  of  thesfe  commands ;  it  must  be  left 
to  the  silent  feelings  of  the  heart.  Saul  executed  his 
instructions  in  such  a  manner^  as  one  should  think  was 
enough  to  satisfy  the  vengeance  of  the  most  vindictive 
tyrant  that  ever  history  held  up  to  universal  execration. 
But  no !  Saul  saved  "  the  best  of  the  sheep,  and  of 
the  oxen,  and  of  the  fetlings,  and  of  the  lambs,**  and 
spared  the  life  of  king  Agag,  for  which'  solitary  act 
of  humanity  "it  repented  the  Lord  that  he  had 
"  made  him  kins; ;"  and  he  took  his  spirit  from  him, 
and  sent  an  evil  one  in  its  place,  chap.  xvi.  14.  If 
to  the  murder  of  Agag  we  add  that  of  all  those  other 
kings  who  were  previously  killed  by  the  Lord's  orders, 
nobody  can  hesitate  in  declaring  him  to  be  the  greatest 
regicide  the  world  ever  heard  ofv 

Notwithstanding   Saul   "utterly  destroyed  all  the 
people  with  the  edge  of  the  swcard,*'  they  were  soon  \ 
as  strong  and  powerful  as  ever.     We  find  them,  at  • 
the  time  of  Saul's  death,  strong  enotigh  to  take  Ziklag ;  / 
but  not  according  to  the  Lord's  rules  of  war,  or  in  the 
way  his  people  take  cities,*  for,  "  they  slew  not  any. 


*  What  is  called  the  cause  of  God,  has  always  been  distittgaished   i  ■ 
by  pecidiar  enormities.     **  When  the  Christians  took  Jem^lem  in   \ 
the  year  1099,  every  person  within  it,  Christiaiis  excepted,  were  put    ;      ^ 
to  the  sword,  in  a  massacre  that  lasted  several  days,  without  distinction  / 
of  age  or  sex.    And  some  Christians,  whom  the  Mtissehnen  had  al-  '[  '^   ^ 
lowed  to  live  in  the  city,  conducted  the  conquerors  into  eaves  and 
lurking  places,  where  the  mothers  concealed  themselves  and  theii?    \ 
cbildr^  80  that  nothing  escaped  their  fury."    Now  for  the  conduet  /' 


/f 
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either  great  or  small,  but  carFled  them  away,  and 
went  on  their  way,"  1  Sam.  xxx.  20*  If  the  "  Lord's 
ways  were  as  our  ways,"  we  should  not  be  easily  recon- 
cile to  this  story.  To  think  of  a  whole  pec^le  being 
utterly  destroyed,  and  in  a  few  years  afterwards  being 
Capable  of  ^  making  inroads  into  the  country  €^f  their 
destroyers,  must  give  us  pause:  butthith  can  dt> every 
thing;  so  by  the  help  of  it  we  can  &wiUlow  this 
^urd  tale. 

Every  one  who  reads  the  Bible  will  be  abundantly 
convinced,  that  many  mcwre  similar  examples  of  the 
cruel,  blood-thirsty  temper  of  this  Deity  might  have 
been  produced ;  but  th6  foregoing  may  well  suffice. 
From  this  prolific  source  of  n^schief  ha&  issued  innu- 
mersU^e  wars  and  massacres,  crusades  and  expeditions 
of  plunder  and  devastation.  The  Jewish  history,  and 
that  of  ^e  Christian  religion,  too  plainly  bespeiak  its 
banefiii  influeiice.  See  also  these  atrocious  proceed- 
ings faithfully  oopied  by  the  Spaniards  in  their  eon- 
quest  of  Ainerica.  And  was  not  the  e^eraaination 
of  a  great  people  one  of  the  objects  of  the  late  eoali- 
tfon  al  despots  against  freedom  ?  It:  is  time  to  drop  a 
Subject  at  which  luimanity  sickens. .   '-  «  -">  ^  X*-' 

The  13th  chapter  of  Detrterbnoray  may  well  be 
considered  as  the  Magna  €harta  of  inquisitors. 
Thae  the  service  of  other  gods,  or,  which  is  the  same 


]  of  iDfidelf|>:-:-<<  Whe»  fialadin  arriied  at  the  gates,  of  Jcroaalem.  in 

.    1187,  :^]dch  was  no  longer  defensible,  he  granted  to  IjB^gmm'js 

Qveen  a  capitulation  that  far  exceeded  her  hope ;  and  penuitted  her 

to  retire  whithersoever  she  pleased  to  go.     He  exacted  no  ransom 

from  the  Gre^s  that  lived  in  the  city,  and  but  a  very  moderate  one 

^m  the  Latins.    When  he  made  his  entry  into  Jerusalem,  many 

women  came  and  prostrated  themselves  before  htim,  begging  off  their 

/     /  kusban^  dbSdren,  or  fathers,  that  were  in  his  chains;  and  be  set 

/      Ibem  all  at  liber^  with  a  generoi^ity  which  had  been  altoge&er  with- 

«mt  examfdein  that  part  of  the  w(»ld/' — See  Volteife's  History  of 

^     :   t^  Crasades.    How  happy  is  it  for  mankind  to  fall  under  the  d<Hni- 

unn  of  those  who  have  "  the  ferocity  of  their  natore  tempered  l^ 

the  benign^  of  tl^  Christian  religion !"    Had  the '  Ainaley tes  or 

Siikdm  been  eng^^d  in  ibe  Lord's  caiise,  they  had  acted  diflferentiy. 
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tbin^)  QOQ^onforniity  to  the  estaUished  c^d,  was  a 
crime  for  whrch.  they  were  to  suffer  a  capitd  punish^ 
meat.  Freedom  of  inquiry  was  entirely  prohibited  5 
our  dearest  friends  and  relatives  were  to  be  sacrificedy 
without  pity,  and  without  remorse,  at  the  altar  of  this 
intolerant  Deity,  if  they  should  entice  us  (by  argu* 
ments  or  otherwise)  to  serve  other  gods,  of  whatevea? 
country  or  kind,  they  were  surely  to  be  put  to  deaths 
Not  only  were  men  to  suffer  for  thdr  own  opinions, 
but  whc^e  cities  were  to  be  "  utterly .  destroyed^*  it» 
the  opinions  of  "*';  certain  men .''  It  is  a  thing  unques^ 
tionably  clear  and  evident,  that  truth  requires  hot  to 
be  supported,  by  force,  fraud,  and  injustice.  Whea 
we  see  |he  Lord'*  cause  upheld  by  persecution  and 
cruelty,  we,  cannot  be  in  suspense  a  morhent  concern-^ 
iug  it ; ;  truth  makes  its  way  to  the  human  iieart  by  its 
own  native  enisiigy-,  while  fraud  and  imposture  only 
want  the  assistance  of  fire  and  f^ot.  Who  doth  not 
see,  in  this  chapter,  the  root  whence  hath  sprung  those 
innumerable  and  diabolical  persecutions  which  have  so 
often  disgraced  the  ihistory  of  Christianity  ?  Hi^re  the 
features  of  the  h<^y.  office  are  weU  dehneated,  as  prad-^ 
tised  in  those  goodly  and  Catholic  countries,  Spain  and 
Portugal*  In  tho  17th  chapter  we  come  to  the  verjf' 
climax  of  ipiquityi  whiere  mere  indifference  is  made  si. 
capital  Clime,  as  those  "  that  vvill  not  hearken  ti^to 
the  {H^est  (that  3taiideth  thereto  minist^  before  the 
Lord  thy  t(jod)  or  unto  the  judse^  even  that^iian  sbaS 

Mei€j^l  md  hmnane  God !  It  is  tm^f  we  do  adt 
read  of  ;aiiy  of  these  inhuman  liaws  being  put  iu  ibxe- 
cutioq  tiiitil  the  tiloe  of  ^  kings,  notwithstanding  their 
frequent  i^apseis  into.idolatiy .  This  may  be  owi^ 
to*  theii!  0ti.l9^nieckednessi.  Under  the  regal  government 
the  toleration  Of  <^piniona,  or  the  worship  df  othei'  go^i 
waB  the  priticipal  «in  Ibl:  Which  tiie  Lord  was  cot^i 
tinually  desioUncing  judgn^nts  on  the  people^  both  ol. 
Israel  and  Judah.  Those  kings  who  were  weak 
enough  to  turn  persecutors  at  the  instigation  of  th^ 
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priests  and  prophets,  were  sure  of  being  extolled  to 
the  skies,  as  "  doing  that  which  was  right  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord  \*  while,  on  the  contrary,  those  who  gave 
any  countenance  to  religious  freedona  were  continually 
*'  proyoking  the  Lord  to  anger ;"  and  such  of  the 
people  as  declined  seeking  him,  "  should  be  put  to 
death,  whether  small  or  great,  man  or  woman," 
2Chron.  XV.  13.  The  prophets,  meanwhile,  doing 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  instigate  the  people  to 
acts  of  atrocity,  auto  dejeswere  celebrated  whenever 
the  power  or  opportunity  occurred  ;  and  Baal's  priests 
were  frequently  immolated  at  the  shrine  of  the  impla- 
cable Jehovah.  See  1  Kings  xviii.  40.  The  non-con- 
formity to  the  Judaical  rites  appears  to  be  the  only 
crime  for  which  the  Lord  brought  such  mischief  on 
the  people  of  Israel,  and  stirred  up  so  many  traitors 
and  rebels  to  the  government ;'  all  of  whom,  however, 
on  getting  into  power,  proved  as  bad  as  their 
predecessors.    ;/iij'0'>ij.v.Iy/  k^^  :M^  \tT-^^^^'^_J^'yt  '^i'r^':^ 

;-:  Justice  comprises  the  suni  total  of  every  moral  qiia- 
lity;  those,  therefore,  who  ascribe  moral  perfections  to 
this  Being,  must  be  sadly  put  to  it  to  defend  the  cha- 
ractCT  which  he  has  given  of  himself  in  his  word.  His 
priests  have  declared  iiim  to  be  a  God  of  **  infinite 
justice ;"  what  they  mean  by  the  expression  I  will  jiot 
pretend  to  say  ;  buf  if  any  thing  like  justice  can  be 
discovered  in  those  actions  and  commiands  .df  his  which 
we  shall  select,  then  are  all  our  common  notions  of 
justice  vague  and  delusive,  and  there  remains  not  the* 
slightest  analog  between  that  of  God  and  man.  If 
we  turn  to,  Geilesis  xii,  14,  we  have  th«*e  an  account 
of  Abram's  pr^tising  a  g^mss  fraud  upon  Pbaraohj 
offering  to  play  the  pimp  in  the  debauchery  of  his 
own  wife ;  and  a  similar  one  on  Abimelech,  chap.  x. 
In  both  instances,  the  Lord  rewarded  the  deceitful, 
lying  patriarch,  and  punished  the  deceived  aiid  credu- 
lous kings,  as  a  proof  of  his  infinite  justice !  '  . 

>:  Another  example  of  his  justice  we  have  in  chap. 
xvii.  14.     "  And  the  uncircumcised  man  child,  whose 


0R>  JEHOVAH  UNVEILED.  29 

flesh  of  hisToreskib  is  ndt  cifrfciimcised,  that  soul  shall 
be  cut  off  from .  his  people."  To  command  infants  to 
be  murdered  for  what  they  could  not  perform,  and  a 
thing  in  itself  of  no  consequence,  may  be; Idivine  jus- 
tice, as  it  resembles  nothing  human  !  Could  any  thing 
be  morie  horridly  unjust  than  to  bring  such  havoc  and 
devastation  oh  the  people  of  Egypt  for  what  was  only 
the  fault  of  the  king  ?  But  how  inuch  more  sq,  when 
it  was  not  the  king's  fault,  but  the  Lord^sown?  He 
continually  hardened  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  not  to  let 
the  people  go,  Exod^iv.  21,  vii.  3,  ix.  12,  and  as 
often  punished  bim  for  keeping  them  still ;'  he'likewise 
hardened  the  hearts  of  the  Ganaanites,  '/that  they 
should^iome  s^inst  Israel  in  battle,  that  he  might  de» 
strpy  them  utterly."  Josh.  xi.  20.  Is  not  i  this  con^i 
duct  like  that  of  those  tyrants  who  secretly  foment 
disturbances  among  their  subjects,  that  they  may  have 
a  pretext  for  putting  thietn  under  military  execution 
and  confiscating  their  property  ?  Are  we  to  consider 
the  command,  chap.  iii.  22,;  to, borrow  the  Egyptian 
property,  without  any  inte^tioji  of  restoring  it,  as  a 
proof  of  his  justice  and  equity  ?  This  conduct  is,  in- 
deed, conformable  to  one'  of  his  fundamental  maxims 
of  justice,  viz.  "visiting  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers 
upon  the  children,  to  the  third  and  fourth,  generation,'?! 
chap.  XX.  5,  which  righteous  and  equitable  ii^axim was 
applied  to  Kiorah  and  hisjfamiLy,  Num.  xvi.  32;  to 
that  of  Adhaii,  Josh).  vii.i25i;  and  to  Ihe  descendants 
of 'Saul,<2^Sam.'Xxi<i -':    >/?■■!  ^'A'  -.  ■  ■  U 

:  1  These  aresj  ho wevefy  biit  trifling  instances  ^  if  we 
turn,  to  I  Sam^j'i^'.  we'  shall;  t^re  see  a  s^dendid  exam-i^ 
pie :  of  divine  justice.  Upon;  the  Philistines ;  sending 
back  the  ark j  f *  They  of  Beth-shemesh . ;  were  reaping 
their  wheat  harvest  in  the  valley,  and  liiey  W^ed  up> 
their  eyes  and  saw  the  ark,  and  rejoiced:  to  see  it/4 
But  notwithstanding  their  joy,  and  their,  offering  k 
sacrifice  unto  the  Lord,  "  he  smote  the  flien  of  Beth- 
shemesh,  because  they  had  looked  into  the  ark  of  the 
Lord  ;  even  be  smote  of  the  people  fifty  thousand  and 
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thieesGore  iErad  tsn  mea,*^.  A  gcxxl  round  number  of 
reapers  in  one  -valley !  PMty  worki  this  for  looking 
into  an  old  chest !  How  admirably  is  the  punishment 
suited  to  the  tiature  and  degree  of  the  oflfence  ?  This 
unlucky  aik  brought  a  clown  to  his  jgrave,  for  doing 
what  one  woald  think  was  a  duty  instead  of  a  sin. 
"  And  when  they  came,  to  Nachan's  threshing-floor, 
Uzzah  put  forth  his  hand  to  the  ark  of  Grdd,  and  took 
hold  6f  it,  for  the  oxidn  shook  it :  And  the  anger  of 
tbe  Lord  was  kindled  against  Uztsah,  and  God  smote 
him  there  for  his  «rror ;  4nd  there  he  died  by  tiie  atk 
of  God."  I  do  not  ttiink  many  people  would  be  in- 
ctined  to  keep  it  from  falling  in  the  dirt,  aj^er  hearing 
of  this  righteous  dispensitfiioii.     The  Lord  might  haT6 

recollecteii:the  tiiaxim,  •**  to  err  islmman;  to  forgive 
is  divirte.**!  ■/;"  -    <  " ./  iiiifTfl  ■>:-^}iii  ']<!-  imi  ''M  A:jiiU 

Wehave  maiiyibore  Iqtntnousiexamplesof  hi&  jus- 
tice;  among  which  is  that  shining  olle,  3  Sam.  xxivv 
15,  where  ^'  there  died  of  the  people,  irom  Dan  even 
to  Beerskeba;,  seventy  thousand  meii^.^  And  for  what 
were  tey  kilifedf  Wiiy,  becAvae  DiemA  took  it  into 
his  head  to  count  how :  noany  were  of  thcim ;  the  ©nly 
unexceptionable  act  of  his '  life,  aikd  ^  thing  In  itseb 
both  just  ^itti  necessary,  and  what  h^d  heen  done  Ixy 
his  own  (Orders  formeiiyw  See  Nam*  i^-^^  How  th^ 
Lord  belurred  to  hisx>wti  peoj^e, ,  ev^  wheii  h^  could 
find:  ISO  fault,  with  thehi)  aoaay  be  seen  vd  the  xllvth 
Psalm,  Y€xiae  10.  *^  l^ou  makest  U8  turn  hiok  fitMSl^ 
^e  enemy :  and  they  that  hate  us  spoil  for  tiiemsi^et^ 
Thou  hart  gii^en  us  likd  dheiep  appointod  for  tneat: 
and  faai^:8e8raered  us  amobg  tii^  heathen/'  Thott  sd9>- 
ert  thy  pe^[kle  for  bought^  and  doest  not  increase  thy 
wesddi  by  dieir^ce.  Tbdu  makest  ud  atepfoiKhto^ 
our  neighbout^,  a  scorn  and  d^risioli  40  th^m  &6t  dV6 
round  about  u&  Thoa  nulkest  lis  a  ^yuwof^  mmit^ 
the  heathen:  a  shaking  Qf  the  head  amosig  the  p6o^ 
pie.  My  confusion  is  continuafly  before  me^'  and  the 
ahs^ne  of  my  face  faath  cieiv^red  me.  -F^  the  voio^  «f 
him  that  jeproa^th  aiid  blaspfaemeth,  by  reason  of 
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the  enemy  ;  anii  aveiagen  All  this  is  c(Hne  uponus; 
yet  haye  we:  not  forgotten  tbee,  nsither  hai^jB  we  d^t 
falsely  in  thy  covenant;  Oue  h6art  is  not  ^toftied 
back,!  neiAef  h4ve  our  steps  xiecEaed  fix)m  thy  wayi^'  V; 

What  shameful  conduct  was  it  for  Ihe  Lool  to  tle- 
Hver  over  his  servant  Jdb  into  the  hands  of  Satas^  for 
hiia  to  worJC'  his  mischievotis  prasks  upon.  '  The 
Lord  says  of  J<J>i  **  there  is  none  like  bxea  in  the 
earth,  a  perfect  and  an  upright  man^  one  that  feareth 
God,  and  escheweth  evil.?^  3tib><u  S.  i^6w?'^»r^  shall 
hear  what  this  perfect  and  upright  BKin,  H^o  was  his 
servant,  says  jof  him.  H«  telb  us  liiat  •«  he  breakfeth 
me  with  a  tempest,  afid  nuiltiptietlk  aty  wounds  with- 
out ia  cause.     He  will  runt  suffer  me  to  take  my  > 

breath,  but  fiUetlr  me  with  bittewiess.*'  He  i»  as  des- 
titute of  buHp»nity  as  he  is  (^Justice.  For  "  if  the 
scourge  sl^y  suddenfy;,  he  will  la^  at  the  trml  of  the 
innocent.'*  NeithenaTe  there  fmy  noeahs  of  bringing 
him  to  a  sense  of  justice  or  equity,  says  Job,  ^  he  is 
not  a  man  as  I  am,  tiiat  I  sdiould  answer  him,  and  we 
should  come  together  in  judgment.  Neither  is  there 
any  day's  man  betwixt  us,  that  might  lay  his  hand  , 
upon  us  both."  Chap.  ix.  So  fap  is  Ae  hoifdfrom 
administering  impartial  justice,  that  "  the  j«{St  upright 
ma&  is  laughed  to  scorn.  The  tabernacfes  of  robbers 
prosper,  and  they  that  provoke  God  are  secure ;  into  j 
whose  hand  God  bringeth  abundantly.*^  Chap.  xii.  £| 

-^ftThis  was  the: way  he  served  his  friends;  how  he 
tifeated  his.  enemies  we  have  seen  elsewhere.  It  is  by 
Sudi  actions  as  these  that  ^we  denominate  this  being,  a 
Giod  of  infinite  justice! 

Wihere  we  do  not  find  justice  we  cannot  e3^)ect  i 
vecacityi,    The  Jewish ;  Deity  has  been  pompously  de*  I 
clai«d  to  be  the  "  God  of  truth  ;*'  hie  says  of  himseli^ 
that  «  he  is  not  a  man  that  he  should  lie,"  Nv^  \ 
xxiii.  19,  yet  we  shall  findi  in  the  sequel^  that  he  will 
both  lie  himself,  and  instruct  other  people  to  do  the  i 
same.    We  find  him  threatening  Adam  with  imme^ 
diate  death  if  he  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  (which,  i 
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by  the  bye,  is  a  tree  that'  every  one  should  eat  of,y 
Gen.  iii  17.  "  Jn  the  day  thou  eatest  thereof,  thotr 
shalt  'surely  die;^'  yet  he  lived  nine  hundred  and 
thirty;  yeafSi  He  'made  a  covenant  with  Abram,  chap.- 
xVi  1B>  in  which  he  promised  his  seed  the  whole  coun- 
try ^s^  the  Nile  .  to  the  Euphrates !  But,  need  any 
one  be.  told,  they  never  had  the  half  of  it?  In  an-i 
other;bargiain  which  he  made  with  the  same  patriarch j 
chap*  :kviik  8,  «  they  were  to  have  it  for  an  everlasting* 
possession/'  ;  Yet  where  IS.  the  country  that  has  sO 
of^eiSi  C^£^ged  masters,  or  ever  held  their  independence 
by  ;^  more  slippesry  tenure?  He  appeared  to  Jacob, 
ql^tiu  3ilviv  4r,  and  directed  him- to  go  down  into  Egypt, 
sayingi  ^*  I  will  surely  bring  thee  up  again  ;'*  this  he 
never  perfonned.  He  appeared  also  to  Moses  in  the 
lapdof  Midian,  and  instructed  him  to  goto  Pharaoh 
witlr-a  lie  in  his  mouth,  **  And  now  let  us  go  (we  be- 
seech thee)  three  days  journey  into  the  wilderness, 
that  we  may  sacrifice  to  the  Lord]  our  God,"  Exod. 
iii.  18.  This  was  a  most  senseless  falsehood  which  he 
ordered  to  be  told.  What  occasion  could  there  be  for 
fraud  and  deceit,  when  he  intended  to  harden  Pha- 
raoh^s  heart  against  it,  .and  to  brinff  them  up  "by 
mighty  wonders  and  a  strong  hand  ?'  If  he  intended 
to  do  that,  one  would  think  this  piece  of  duplicity 
superfluous ;  yet  we  find  the  injunction  again  repeated, 
chap.  vii.  16.       -;»  x  's  -  $^  vs  > 

.  He  instructed  the  Israelites  (under  the  same  fraudu- 
lent pretext,  no  doubt,  of  sacrificing  in  the  wilderness), 
to  borrow  of  the  Egyptians,  "jewels  of  silver,  and 
jewels  of  golc^r"  chap.  xi.  2.  This  advice  they  put  in 
practice  with  great  success,  "  so  that  they  lent  them 
such  things  as  they  required;  and  they  spoiled  the 
Egyptians."  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Lord's 
I  cfe^sen  people  would  be  very  scrupulous  about  obtain- 
ing the  consent  of  the  owners  to  any  thing  they  had  a 
fency  for.  Perhaps  the  Lord  had  his  share  in  what 
they  got  by  firaud,  as  well  as  in  what  they  took  by 
~  rce.  See  Num.  xxxi.  37.     The  r^ard  which  this 
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to  bi^  word,  lor  we  find  •  upon  soirie-  discontents  pre-  i 
vailing  in'  the  Israelitish  camp,  Num.  xivi  30^  occa-  [ 
sioned'l:^  the  disagreeablie  accounts  of  the  spies,  that  I 
hetold^tlilein  he  would  not  petform  that  which  he  had  ^ 
swbra  to  dO:  *»  Doubtless  ye  shall 'not  come  into  the  f 
land  coDcerHing  wfeich  I  sware,  to  make  you  dwelF  \ 
therein ;"  arid  in  the  54th  verse  he  telis  them,  "  ye  j 
shall  know  my  breach  of  promise.'*^    Nobody^  indeed,   ; 
places  much^  dependence  upon  what  people  swear  in  a 
passion;  ^d  the  Jewish  God   very  often   sWQre  in  f 
wrath.  See  Deut.  i.  34.  Psalm  cxv.  n.  >'>>b  1?^^^  *>«*r  | 
m  We  find  him  grossly  deceiving  the  Israelites,   in  the  ; 
quarrel  that  took^place  'between  them  and  the  Benja-  j  ' 
mites^  coni^erning  their  ilf  treatment  of  the  Lfevite  and  | 
his  concubine,    Who  lost  forty  thousand;  tneni    b^j 
trusting  twice  to  his  lyin^  oracles,   Judg.  xx.  i9i  ^^\  \ 
It  was  by  the  Lord's  oiders  that  Samuel  was  to  use  ■ 
the^lse  pretence  cwf  a  sacrifice,  when  he'vt'ent  to  anoint  I 
Davkl  king,  1  Sam;  xvi:  S.     It  is  no  unusual  thing  f 
to  cover  treason  and  rebellion  with  rehgicw  !     Not  cori-  \ 
ttent  with  instructing  people  in  the  arts  of  falsehood  I 
and  deceit,  he  sent  an  evil  spirit  between  Abimelech  I 
and  the  men  of  Shechem,  aiid  they  dealt  treacherously  I 
with  Abimelech,  Judg.  ix.  93.    Sometimes  he  caused  | 
people  to  hearken  to  bad  advice,  "to  the  intent  that  hel  |  ' 
may  bring  evil  upon  them  \"  2  Sam.  xviii.^5  ;  1  King^  | 
X.  15.     This  need  give  us  no  surprise  :  do  we  not  find  { 
the  pmphet  Mieah  representing  the  Lord  as  holding^  I 
a  council,  and  concerting  measures  for  the  desttuctiprf  - 
of  Ahab  by  falsehood  and  lies  ?    Does  he  not  approval  r 
of  the  advice  of  that  spirit,  who  said,  "  and  I  will  be 
a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  bis  prophets  ?**  which' 
upright'  icOonsel    was   immediately  fbUowed,    "  thbtf  j 
sfaalt  persuade  him,  and  prevail  also  ;  go  forth  and.  dcf  | 
so,"  I  Kings  xxii.  22.     This  is  the  beine  which  prieste 
term  ia  God  of  uprightness  and  truth !     But,  to  evince 
in  the  strongest  manner,  that  there  is  no  dependence  [ 
either  upon  what  he  would  say  or  swear,  we  find  him  • 
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accused  hy  his  own  propliets  of  falsefcopid  ^Od  deceit, 
and  as  being  the  author  of  lieis.  JereH^i^h  tifximDO^ 
chap.  iv.  lO,  "Ah  !  Lor4  God,  surely  thow  hast 
greatly  deceived  this  people,  and  Jerusa|eiD>;  sdyiag, 
ye  shall  have  peace  ;  whereas  the^  sword  reit^^th  unto 
the  soul/'    And  the  .prophet  Isaiah  aiQnxis,  he  h«d 

caused  "  the  .people  to  err  frofn  his  way ^''  Isa.  iKiii. 

1 7.  Jeremiaii  again  cries  out,  in  chap,  xv,  1 8>  "  Wilt 
thou  be  altc^ther  unto  ine  ^s  a  liar,  asd  as  watexs 

that  ^1  ?**  aiKl  in  chap.  ^,  7*  he  also  Wtteriy  com-j 
plains  of  the  deceitfuln€»s  /O^  his  God  :  ^  O.  Loffd/ 
thou  hasj:  deceived  me,  and  t  was  deceived  ;  "tbmi  art 
stronger  than  I,  and  hast  prevailed :.  I  mn  in  derision 
daily,  every  one  mocketh  me."  It  would  seem  from 
this, .  that  those  who  lived  at  the  time^  and  upon  the 
spot;  those  who  had  an  qsportumty  of  exaffluning, 
nad  no  such  ^ith  in  the  orades.of  thi9;  l^^ty,  as  we 
have  in  our  time^  His  prc^bets  and  their  pnedijctioos 
were  as  much  objects  of  ridicule  then,  as  &eir  iilo^^ 
trious  successor,  Mr.  Brothers,  is  at  present*  Cob^ 
scious  of  his  prevaricating  temper,  be  askstibe  paophet 
£zekiel,  chap.  ^xii.  39,  "  Son  of  sian,  what  is  that 
proverb  that  ye  have  in  the  land  of  Israel,  s^ing,  The 
days  are  prolonged,  and  every  v^ic«i  faUs  ;  tell  thent, 
therefore,  thus  saith  ^he  JLord  God  ;  I  will  make  this 
proverb  to  cease."  How  ?  By  stickiog  to  his  word 
a  little  better  than  formerly,  which  he  promises  to^ik) 
in  the  22d  verse :  "  There  shall  none  of  my  words  be 
prolonged  any  more  ;  but  the  word  which  I  l^ve^K^kea 
shall  he  done,  saith  the  Lord  God."  Here  the  neason 
of  the  ^overb  £videndy  appears:  if  he  had  iLept 
his  word  before,  he  wouki  not  h^ve  oecasibn  toi»7V 
"  None  of  my  words  sb^l  be.  prolong^  i^fij/i^is^MKt\" 
the  pDOverb  woiuld  oeyer  have  had  an.  ^mt&acG»yrX^ 
fbap.  xi^.  ~9j  he  candi^y  f^pHftO^Jedges  .tib»^  i jib  ^^» 
die  deceiver  and  Aot  the  prophet:  **  And  if  .the  pro»- 
phet  he  deceived  when  ;he  halii  spoken  a.thiOgi\i  the 
!  -Lord  uave  deceived  that  prophet/*  TIms  eonfeasiwi  is 
pretty  honest,  one  should  imagine.   h»  «>«  ©Gi^f'iy^l**' 
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'  ikrthftr;  td  hazttrd  a(  feW  i'^itt^k^  on  tBe  character  and 

behiaViour of  dire  prophets.-  'It  appiekrs  evident,  from 

tiittiiv  l^es  of  tb^  toli?,  that  these  gentry  used  to 

i*^«laW  't»  k;6ttjiitit)i^v^^^^^^        dbdtdifs,     andfbrtutte^ 

t^kfif)  ibi'  '^tmtie^;  \ipoti  various  '  occasions.    Saul 

jiild  h^i'  sciVAnt  iew^sttfted  ■  togethfer  what  present'  to 
itmke  S^mo^!  for  inteJIi^^rice  concertiinff  the  lost  asses, 

.  I'Stttti.  fer.  7,  8,\and  fiticlirig;^  they  haci  a  quarter  of  a 
^fa^kel!  of  illver, '  of  three^pence  three  farthings,  they 
jttdg'ed- ft  very  handsOroe^  acknowledgement. 
•' Jei^aboartii;  iMien  he  s^^^^  to  the  prophet 

•  Ahijahj'  to  ciHKJiiire  of  hfrn  the  4ssne  of  his  son's  dis- 
temper, did  not  forget  to  send  along  with  her  **  ten 
loaves  and  cracknels,  and  a  cruise  of  honey,"  l  Kings 
^V.  8.  Benbadad,  when  he  sent  to  enquire  of  Elisha, 
OB  a  STiiiiiar  occasion,  afeo  took  care  to  send  the  pro- 
l^iet  ftnty  camel  load  of  the  good  things  of  Damascits, 
to  procure  a  favourable  response,  2  Kings  viii.  9. 
'And  Naaman,  when  he  came  to  be  cured  of  his  leprosy, 
brought  DO  less  than  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
s<eveiirty-five  pounds  sterHng  in  silver,  and  six  thousand 
pteccB  of  gold,  with  ten  suits  of  clothes,  9  Kings  vi 
5.     No  bad  trade  prophesying  at  this  rate  ! 

;  ^^''We  learn  from  Nehemiah,  chap;  vi.  19,  13,  that 
prophets  could  be  hired  to  prophesy  any  thing  their 
employers  pleased  ;  and  the  prophet  Micah  assutes  us, 
tha*  •*  thiB  ^^jphets  divifite  for  money,"  chap.  iii.  1 1. 
*Ihef  sometimes  took  it  amiss  if  a  customer  were  to  go 
by  thiem  i^th  hJscmplc^.  See  9  Khigsi.  9.  The  pro. 
poets  were  likelpplse  dfi^itjed  into  ^ctiotis  and  parties ;; 
<^  Ibb^iot^  Of  Jtid^  dh^  Isirael  u^  to  prophesy  Hes 
^^giSft^  On<e  anotb^r  r.  examples  krf*  which  wte  h^ve  in 
*»Ki*<^^]^^  Jtlfi.ifcfd'chap.  xxiii  aitcf  in  9  Ititi^  'Sf . 

;¥5;'  ■  Th^r  cna^y  1^  lid  less  observable  than  thek 
dther^uafitle^.     Ehjah  slew  fou^  hundred  and  fifty  Of 

Baal's  ^lests  at i6ne fee,  I  Kit^s  xvirr.  40 ;  atiiriottei;, 

twa  cotepttBfies  of  fifty  rtfeti  each,  9   Ititi^  iC  10,  ti 

^  His  successor,   ElTshS,  got  forty-two  chilareii  torirfi 
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<•  ■  a  . 

pieces,  for  calling  rhiiji  bald  pate,  chap,  ii*  SA;  aii(jl  t  / 

nameless  prophet  had  a  man  worried  by  a  lion,*^  for  iOp'f  I 

giving  him  a  box  on  the  ear,  1  Kings  xx.  SjS.     It  Waal  | 

to  avenge  a  quarrel  df  the  prophets  that  Elisha  Sfeqltt  I 

one  of  his  pupilsto  anoint  Jehu  king  of  Israel;  witli»' I 

ijistructions    to   murder  the  whole    house  of  A^U^  I 

^  Kings  ix.  €i^7*     Let  us  hear  the  malevolent , wished  o^  i 

the  prophet  Jeremiah  against  thpse  he  looked  upon  aar  j 

his  enemies.     "  Therefore  deliver  up  their  children  to  1 

the  famiae,  and  pour  out  their  blood  by  the ./qrceoC 

the  sword  :  let  their  wives  be  bereaved  of  their  children  | 

and  be  widows,  and  let  their  men  be  put  to  death,  andi  | 

let  tfoeir  young  men  be  slain  by  the  sword  in  battle.^,  j 

J[er. xviii.  20.  if 

We  have  also  some  curious  specimens  of  their  pride! ! 

and  haughtiness,  which  deserve  our  notice.     Nathain,  . 

took  it  in  high  dudgeon  that  he  was  not  invited  ta 

Adonijab's  feast,  and  complains  of  the  slight  with  great 

omphasis:  **  for  me,    even  me,  hath  he  not  called *^r; 

Elisha,  notwithstanding  the  kindness  and  hospitality 

of  the  Shun'amite  lady,  would  not  condescend  to  speak 

to  her  personally,  even  when  in  his  presence,  but  cmt- 

dered  his  servant  to  interrogate  her,  and  return  his  aa- 

iswers.     So  proud  and  haughty  was  this  prophet,  that 

when  Naaman,  captain  of  the  host  of  Assyria,  camet 

to  his  door  in  his  chariot,  he  disdained  ta  speak<«t^ 

him,  but  sent  a  messenger  with  his  orders:  y  v^-j^v^ofyfrfi*! 

%  fWe  have  heard  the  prophets  accusingtfie iC©rd Of 

lying  and  deceit:  we  shall  now  hear  what  4^  lu&t^ 

says  of  the  prophets.    It  would  seena.that  tl^eso  insf^- 

^  rations  of  the  prophets,  which  we  have  such  a  venera^ 

^aonfor^  were  nothing  more  t;)ian  the  effect  i^dnii^k^ 

,^^pesand  Bacchanalian  revels,  as  the  Lprd;  expressly 

[  glares,,  Isajah  xxviii.  7,  8.  "  ff  he  priest  and  ^  proi- 

\^tiet  haye  erred  through  strqpg  itirink :  they  aie  swal^ 

•|eiwed  up  of  wine,  they  are  out  of  the  w^;  through 

f|trong^ drink ;  they  err  in  vision,  they  stumble  in  j^jficjlg* 

|%i^t;  for  all  tables  are  full  of  vDinit^and,filtlpQess,  so 

I  j&^|f  theire  is  no  place  clean."    Jtt  was  the  inipyrations 


:  of  Bacq|if|8  fi^at  gs^ye ,  the .  prophete ,  bqft  .vtt(em»ce  dnd. 

'  impupeuce;  fpr  t£e^j^Qrcl<£sc^^ 

i  thepai^er,^y,',|4,.;,]^  the  prophj^^^^ 

j  my  name;^  I;seiitt%mn9t,  neither  i^pakciinnflpitbeTO::. 

\  they  prophesy  unto  ypuja^^^  ?^4,!i^iv|nati<to,. 

;  and  |a^  thljig  of.  iw^Mght,  [^p4  ^^e^^ij^jof  ^heirhearfe;" 

I  uppnwiiiph  account  he  caut^QS  people,  tq  pay  no^t- 
tejajtipp  .^  any  thing  ^hey  miriit  ^ay,  «h^p.|  xxiii4(  I6»f 

i  21,  ,i6.  "  Thus  s?Mtb  the  Xprd  of  Hosts,  heafkeoi 
nqt  qhto  the  wprds  of  j^e'pippbets  thaii;  prophesy  unto. 
you;Jhey  make  ypu,  yaint  they  speak  a  yisipa  >0^ 
thieii:  oiy;n.  heart*  SAid  not  out  of  th^  mputh  of  thcf 
Lord-"  ■  |i0 .  says,  *'  I  h^ve  Diot  sent .  ihe^  propheifs^ 
yet  they  ran;  I  have  not  spoken  to  them*  yd?Jheyi 
have  prophesied.*'    A n4  again  :.  "  I  have;  heanil  what 

;  the'prophets  said  that  prophesy  lies  inpiy  i^a^ie,  isayt 

\  ing»  I  have  dreamed v  I  have  drean^ed.";  :  in 

'j[n.o)*der  to  throw  as  mi^ch  %ht  as  pq^ibje  on; thick 
trade  of  prophesying,  we,  shall  projd^^pe^jiWP  <?ptetiQn0. 
by  wJf^ich^.wj^.are  to  judge  j  <of  prophets  :^d  propheoyM 
f *  Jf  the^e  ;^ise  among  you  a  prophet,  ^or^iaidreafper  p| 
drean^S.  Jipd  giye^h^thee;  a  sign  or  a.^ppder,  aqdjth^ 
sigp  or  t]^e  ,woiider  cpn^e  to  pass  whe^epf  h^  spa^e^wnilpl 
thee,  sayinigi, let  us  go  after  other  godS;(wiii<^  thou  l^sfe  \ 
not  kno.^iy,  and  letVus,jServe  &em:.;jthQu- shaltJW"!^ 
he^ken  uhto  t^e  words  oif  tj^at  prophet,  or  that  dre^pnpep  , 
of  dreams.'*     Deut.  xiij.  i,  ^  j3«,  Mf^V^i  aigq?  #nifc  J 
wonders  are  to  be  no  test  of  the  propfiel^'s  divlqj^  »U"2  f 
thojtoj;,:i^;Js,  the  orthpdpxyMpf  th^  |Ni5)phfsy;  Auf  3 
in ;th^  ist^  Pbapter  thi^  test  i;§}  reyerseifj,  jf^^JW  .^apdjft  | 
of  the^prpptjet  js  to  be,est2j)Jisiied  up<jii  tbf?  fujglqif^fipjf  ' 
theipfpphecy ;  versej^^j .2^..  f*/4^pd if thpusay in^hj"^  ] 
h€^,  hbjW  shall  m,  ^W^r  ^  vfpt^,w^ich,^^\l^xi 
hath  up^l  spoken  I    Wben  ^  propheit.siB^a|tetJ^jii^-^ 
namej  pjT,  the  tord,  n  the ,  idling  ft^llqis^r  pqt,  o^t^  cftf»8i 
to  pa88„  thiaj:  is ,  the  ^jng  which  ;ih^  IjiCHrd.ha^h^iivfe  ; 
spoken , ,  but  the  propfe  ,h^^h  spokeit  ipi^esunvptHOj?^  \ 
lyy     Ir  thf  ij^dst  of  these  harmpnjpu?i©onti»i£c^ 

■|  ■-    '■■■.;■■  -'^     ':■■  ■■^  "-^  .:-:0  ''l  .  :.■  .       ^ 
-^: ,  W^-^        ■'...■-■'.'         '       '  ';■""' 
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accused  by  his  own  prophets  of  falsehooji  ialid  deceit', 
and  as  being  the  author  of  lies.     Jeremiah  exdfuons, 
chap.  iv.   10,     "  Ah  !    Lord  God,   surely  thou  bast 
greatly  deceived  this  people,  ami  JerusaJeiD^  sayiog;, 
ye  shall  have  peace  ;  whereas  the  sword  reiieheth  unto 
the  soul.^'    And  the  prophet  Isaiah  AffirsQs,  he  had 
caused  "  the  .people  to  err  from  his  way,"  I«a.  Ixiu, 
17.     Jeremiah  again  cries  ou$.,  in  chap,  i^v,  18,.  "  Wilt 
thou  be  altogether  unto  me  as  a  liar,  and  as  watecs 
that  Ml  ?*'  ai^l  in  chap.  xx.  7,  he  also  bitterly  com-? 
pkins  of  the  deceitfulness  of  his  God  :  ,"  O  Lord, 
thou  hasi  deceived  me,  and  I  was  deceived  ;  ^thou.art 
stronger  than  I,   and  hast  prevailed:.  I  ^m  in  derision 
daily,  every  one  mocketli  me."     U  wjould  seem^iom 
this,  that  those  who  lived  at  the  time^  dqd  upon  the 
spot ;  those  who  had  an  c^portAjiMty  of  fd^ajBaiiiiBg, 
nsui  no  such  ^th  in  the  oraek^.of  this  Deity,  as  we 
have  in  our  time^     His  prophets  ^nd  their  pnedictions 
were  as  much  objects  of  ridicule  tiien,  as  their  illus- 
trious successor,   Mr.  Brothers,  is  at  present*    Con- 
scious of  his  prevaricating  temper,  be  asks  the  pioj^et 
^ekiel,  chap.  ^xii.  99,     "  ^an  d  man,   what  is  that 
proverb  that  ye  hav€  in  the  land  of  Israel,  saying,  The 
days  are  prolonged,  and  every  vision  fails  ;  tell  them, 
therelbre,  thus  saith  the  jLord  God  ;   I  will  make  this 
proverb  to  cease."     How  ?     By  sticking  to  his  word 
a  litde  better  than  formerly,  which  he  promises  l<vdo 
in  the  22d  verse :  "  There  shall  none  ©f  my  words  be 
prolonged  any  more  ;  but  the  word  which  I  l^ve  sppken 
shall  be  done,  saith  the  Lord  God."     Here  the  reason 
of  the  pa-overb  evidendy    appears:    if  he    had  Jtept 
his  word  before,  he  would  not  h^ve  oecasiion  to.  sa^f^ 
"  None  of  my  words  sfe^l  ,b(p  prolonged  ianj?  spue?- 
i  the  pno'verb  would  never  have  had  an,  ^istence,     Ip 
i,  9h^p.  xiy.  9,  he  candidly  ^to^edges    tba^^fifl  >« 
I  tij^  deceiver  and  not  the  prophet :  "  And  if  .the  pxo^ 
I  phet  be  deceived  when /he  hath  Sipofcen  a  thin^'I  the 
I  XtOrd  have  deceived  that  prophet,f*    This  eo.n&asitf»]  is 
j  pjetty  honest,  one  should  imagine,  ^^^i;. a </4i%^,^^M-&'r 
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^fittfh^rj  to  hfizttrd  2t  ^f  irerttarkg  oh  tfie  character  and 
beliair^ourofthre  prophets.'  It  appears  evident,  from 
iSn^y  phces  of  the  '^h%  ttat  these  gentry  used  to 
dffidate  a#  conjifl-ore,  quack  doctors,  aiid.  fortune^ 
t(^leii»  fbr  gratmtie^;  ti ^Oft  YanOus '  ^occasions.  Saul 
ind  'Mi'  sef^vant  s^onsifi^ed  tbgetbej*  what  present  to 
atake  Sanifi<e)  for  i<it^I%6rtce  conceitiing  the  lost  asses, 
I  Stttti.  kt.  7,  8',' and  fihtlirig  they  hacf  a  quarter  of  a 
Shekel  of  silver,  or  three^pence  three  farthings,  they  / 
jiidgicd' it  very  handsome  acknowledgement. 
•*  Jemboam;'  when  he  sent  his  wife  to  the  prophet 
Ahijah,'  fo  eijqttire  Of  hJna  the  issue  of  his  son's  dis- 
temper, did  not  forget  to  send  along  with  her  "  ten 
Ibav^  arid  cracknels,  and  a  cruise  of  honey,"  1  Kings 
xiv.  3i  Benbadad,  when  he  sent  to  enquire  Of  Elisha, 
cm  itmtaisLt  occasion,  also  took  care  to  send  the  pro- 
phet forty  camel  load  Of  the  good  things  of  Damascus, 
to  procure  a  favourable  response,  2  Kings  viii.  9. 
And  Naaman,  when  he  came  to  be  cured  of  his  leprosy, 
bfOUgbt  no  less  than  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sereWty-five  pounds  sterling  in  silver,  and  six  thousand 
pieces  of  gold,  with  ten  suits  of  clothes,  9  Kings  rl 
S»  No  bad  trade  prophesying  at  this  rate  ! 
'^-  We  learn  from  Nehemiah,  chap;  vi.  IS,  13,  that 
prophetSF  could  be  hired  to  prophesy  any  thing  their 
employers  pleased  ;  and  the  prophet  Micah  assutes  us, 
thaft  •*  thiB  j)#C^hets  diviflte  for  moti^y,"  chap.  iii.  11. 
lT!feJr  sometimes  took  it  amiss  if  a  customed  were  to  go 
by  nietti  #ithhfs  employ.  See  2  Krn^  i.  2.  The  pr6- 
pwetsr  were  Ukewfee  dfVitfed  into  factions  and  parties  ; 
tN  tkc^<>6^  df  Jtj^  siiicl  IMel  u^  to  prophesy  Hek 
^i^giiSft'^ -ftnW'  MOtHtbr ;',  examples  of  which  We  h^ve  in 
f  »Ki«i^^pi  xlii.  #M  chap.  xxii.  and  in  2  Khigs  St 
isr-'  ^^Y  cmikf  w  ho  less  observable  than  thefr 
Other  ^u^itfe^.  Elipi' slew  fou^  hundred  and  fifty  6f 
Bttel'sjmesiteirtbrteme,  1  K  xviii.  40 ;  atanbthtlii 
two  cofepftnies  of  fifty  mteh  each  ,2  Kings  i  C  10,  iW. 
His  suoeeasdf,    EllshJ,  got  forty-two  chiiaren  iontih. 
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a 
pieces,  for  calling  him  bald  pate,  chap,  ii*  24 ;  an^  t 
nameless  prophet  had  a  man  worried  by  a  lion,  for  bq1  ! 
giving  him  a  box  on  the  ear,  1  Kings  xx.  3)5.     It  wasi 
to  avenge  a  quarrel  6f  the  prophets  that  Elisha  seat 
one  of  his  pupils  to  anoint  Jehu  king  of  Israel ;  witi. 
instructions    to   murder  the  whole    house  of,  A^^^ 
^  Kings  ix.  6,  7.     Let  us  hear  the  maleyolent  ,wisl|e$  of! 
the  prophet  Jeremiah  against  those  he  looked  upon  as 
his  enemies.     "Therefore  deliver  up  their  children  to  '. 
the  famine,  and  pour  out  their  blood  by  the  force  oC 
the  sword  :  let  their  wives  be  bfsreaved  of  theirchildren 
and  be  widows,  and  let  their  men  be  put  to  death,  and 
let  their  young  men  be  slain  by  the  swosd  in  battle.^. 
Jer. xviii.  so,  .$i^.ii^§.'~/'^ki-fAji''^*:--t'=^'i>^A'i^'^'-''i-.'''        <     it', 
,,,We  have  also  some  curious  specimena  of  their  pride 

and  haughtiness,  which  deserve  our  notice.    Nathain. 

took  it  in  high  dudgeon  that  he  was   not  invited  to 

Adonijah's  feast,  and  complains  of  the  slight  with  great 

emphasis :  **  for  me,    even  me,   hath  he  not  called/' 

Elisha,  notwithstanding  the  kindness  and  hospitality 

of  the  Shun'amite  lady,  would  not  condescend  to  speak 

to  her  personally,  even  when  in  his  presencej/but  or- 
dered his  servant  to  interrogate  her,  and  return  his  an- 
swers.   So  proud  and  haughty  was  this  prophet,  that 
when  Naaman,  captain  of  the  host  of  Assyria,  came 
to  his  door  in  his  chariot,  he  disdained  to  speak  to 
him,  but  sent  a  messenger  with  his  orders.  •    ;/;  il-iu  > 
We  have  beard  the  prophets  accusing  the.? terA  of 
.  flying  and  deceit:  we  shall  now  hear  what,^e  Lord 
says  of  the  prophets.     It  would  seem  that  t^ese  insj^r 
'rations  of  the  prophets,  whicli;  we  have  such  a  yopera- 
Jtion  for^  virere  nothing  more  ^bsin  the^ffect  pi"  driji^keji 
/orgies  jan<l  Bacchanalian  revels,  as  the  Lprd^iexpffesi^ly   : 
glares,  Isajah  xxviii^ 7 »  8.  ■ "  fThe  priest  and  ^  proi- 
nhet  haye  erred  through  strong  diiak :  they  aie  swal^ 
•Jawed  up  of  wine,  they  are  out  of  the  way:  through 
strong. drink;  they  err  in  vision,  they  stumble  in  jjidg* 
ijii^nt :  for  all  tables  are  full  of  vpmit,and,^tlp)^ess,  so 


of  %Jc|if|9,tf?at  gav^ith^,  prophets  bQth{Vt^m»ce.rtD4: 
\  impupeiice  ^  ifpr  the|  jJO^d|(Jl^^aims  all  coi}n^i(^  i^tb: 
I  thejii,  ^er,  iuv:  14^.",<^  If ije 'propbeite  TOph^  i iies 4l( 
•  my  nap^  jj  I-sen^  tt^em  a^ti  neither  sfpake  ivni^jthewkft 

-  and  ^  thi^nff  of  no,Mght,:r^4  ^fe^jeg^jl^of  ^heir:li^rfei'*i 
\  uppp  Vvjiipb  account  lie  ^c^ut^ns  p^l^tqpay  no/at- 
tentipn  ,tp  any  thing thj^y  might  say,  e^p.i,xzuU<  ll$»f 
;  21^  ,$|6.^  **  Thus  s^itb  the  Lord  pf  Hqs^i  Ipe^f^i 
;  not  lintq  the  words  of  J^e  pjpphets  th^  prophe^  unto. 
/  yQii,;^th€y  make  ypu  vaini  they  speak  u  vi^ipji  p^ 
\  their;,  o^,  heart,  Ma  of  th^p^puth:  of  the( 

I  tiOrid**'    ^e .  saySf  **  i  hf^  not  sent .  the^  prop^qfs^ 
I  yett^eywn;  I  have  not  spoken  to  them,,  yejjt^yj 

'  have  prophesied.**_    A  n^  again  :.  **  I  ^s^v^.heani'whsUir 

I  the'prophets  said  that  jprojSesy  lies  in  piy  naflpe,  say? 

\  ing,  I  have  dreamed,  1  have  dreanjed.**;;  .,■-.  sr; 

In  ofder  to  throw  as  mi|ch  light  as^  pQi^ibJe  on;  t)ii» 

trade  of  prophesying,  we,  shall  prodfjipe^  jliwp  q^it^tie^^ 

by  wh^cb^.wgiure  to  ju(|ge ;  <of .  prophets  fi^d,  prppheoy4 

f*,I^,th^e|^i3e  among  you  a  prophet,  x!>r;[^;drea||^ar  of 

drean^^..,^ad  giye^h  th^e,  a  sign  0^ 

sigm  oi*  jt^e  ;^Qnder  coqae^  to  pa^  wh^repf  he  spajk^iii^ 

thee,  saying,  let  u^  goiter  other  gods/(wliich  thou  h^ 
not  knowi^,  and  let,us,$erve  Siem : J^hpu:  shaljt nqt^ 
.  hearken  upto  the  words  pif  tjjat  prophet,  or  t^atdre^ep 
of  dreams."  Deut.  xiij,  1,.  ^  jS.  Mf^^^i  ^&^  ?^^ 
wonders  are  to  be  no  test  of  the  prop^iei^'s  ,divmj^:  g«»= 
thori^j;  tifjs.  the  orth9|d(9xy:,pf  thf  jiijp  jljut 

iii  the  1  Sth  chapter  this  ,1;est  is  r^fpirse^,  |^4  itlm<  v^i^fe 
of  the  prpp^et  js  to  he.  ^tahfished  uppfl  ^e  ful^lrilf  ijftjGjf 
th^ipfophecy ;  versefg^i.,2^...  '♦/Apd  if  thpu say^n Jhi^ift 
h^,  J^^  sH^ll  lyp;  knx;x;w^.  %  wprd,if?^ichi.jji^fl^ 
hath  flo^i'spoien  l  J'^en  ^  pfbpiiet . sp^^thi  j  ift>-^» 
nam^  of,  the'itord,  it  the ,  ^ipg  folloif  pqt,  aor^  cpfQfii 
to  pa88„  that  is  the^tjhing  which  ;^h^  Jtprd.h^^^'p^ 
spoken,,  but  th^prop^et,l^thspdieaii;.p^es^ 
lyl.?    In  thp  midst  of  thesjq  harmonjpus  .qonti;a!%t^n^> 
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simluMMdoiy  tottke  a  very  geiit^!  Hvdihood  out  of  .them^ 
to;  W6lt  fcs  dieR^  a  nutttbter  of  rapOiff-fed  fools. 
Biesigcki  aa«^lhe  cfedoloos,  fot  tliey  belidve  without 
6:iiittiiiiiifioh  ?  *  Iti  our  day  the  light  of  sciencci  hath  so 
e(^t^  Ikii  6f  ]f>ropbecy,  that  We  otder  the  jKfbjAet 
todiiidd4[0(ise,;thirtead  Of^  setidmg  for  him  tocoun. 
'f^Vfi^  AiAV'vidfWp^^  a  few  df  their 

^phMleal- |irei^k)iis,  arid  i&t  whether thefevebjt  csoji*- 
UMpomi^d  With  the  prophecy  pir  trot^  leaving  it' to  the 
<jBtirch  to  detenbifte,  whefth©'  the '  Lctfd  deiqehri^tt  l!he 
|]tfo^hfet»,  or  they,  erring  thrbtigH'  strong  dririk,  'spoke 
Bd^  ih^  hi^  Mmt.  The  fri^^^f  Nathan  vktai  $eiit  t(> 
tefi  l)iavid  tha€  bid  house  a^d  kingdom  shbfald  I^'es^ 
tdhdlisfred  for  evei'  before  him;  that  his  tb^U&shodld 
b^  ^tabiished  for  ever*  $  Sam.  xii.  16.. This  grant  the 
Lord  ccMrmed  to  David  himself,  Psal.  Ix^sxix.  ^5j 
56 :  "  Once  have  I  sworn  by  my  holiness,  that  I  will 
not  lie  utito  David :  his  seed  shall  endure  for  ever,  and 
h\9  throne  as  the  sun  before  me.  It  shall  be  established 
foiir  ever  as  the  moon,  and  as  a  faithful  witness  itk 
hti^,  Selah.'*  Surely^  if  ever  the  Lord  me^nt  to 
kebp  Ms  word  with  ^ny  one,  it  was  with  the  man  after 
k)^  own  heart,  who  wa$  the  model  from  whidh  al!  fu- 
tmt  monarcffas  WWe  to  copy  r  yet  we  .find  David,  in 
^Hh  Very  Fs^m,  making  a  complaint  of  his  bad  feith  r 
**  Tlioti  hast  &iade  void  the  covenant  of  ^y  servant ; 
tbOti  htist  piOlaned  his  crown,  by  casting  it  to  the 
gtWind,**  ver.  89. 

;'lt  seans  dither  people,  trfao  had  no  such  Mb  In 
d£g  pTomi^  <]f  this  Deity,  did  not  f^t  to  u|ibraid  him 
WWi  them  *  for  he  says,  t^erse  40,  "  How  do  I  bear 
itt  my  bosom  the  repibach  of  all  the  mighty  peopte:** 
ftehoboam,  D^Md's  grandson,  however,  bad  only 
ottis-i^th  of  these  promises  for  his  share.  Tfef^re  ar^ 
miUly  cfi^imipl^  of  ib^  Lord '  A-ittering  bis  promlsies 
a#ay  to  a  tnere  nothing  in  Ae  performance :  the  prb- , 
isme  msf,  p^aps,  suspect  the  Lord  acts  agreeably  to 
ttfe^Macbiav^dfran  ma^im,  that  "princes  may  safely 
l^k  their  Word ;  fbr,  if  they  but  swear  to  perform 
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they  wiU  always  6nd  peop:le  credulous  enough  to  lici^  - 
liey^  them/'  This  the  Lord  does  not  seiruple  tb  ddi 
Aceoj^bgi^  we  find  him,  io  the  |>rophet  Xeremii^^ 
cbap^.xsxiu.  17 t  31,  saying,  v  I>a^d.8Dalf  neinsr  wilB^ 
a'mae  to  Mit  upon  the  thioneof  die  h6uie  of  Istti^f 
neitheir  shall  the  FnestSr  i^  Levites,  ^Ofot  a  man  bei 
lore  me  to  o£fer  burntHofferings,  an^  to  do  sacrifice  con-^ 
tinually.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  if  you  can  break  my 
covenant  of  th^  day,  and  the  eoivrenaitt  x>f  the  nig^t, 
that  there  shall  not  be  day  and  nigiit  ia  their  season : 
titen  may  my  covenant  be  broken  with  David  my  sdt^.  \ 
vant,  that  he  should  not  have  a  sqd  to  reign  upon  his 
throne."  '  .-  .  .  --i--  ;■: .--.  ■   ■  'y^-'j,  \ 

This  lying  prophecy  has  been  exposed  to  sufficiefif^ 
QOn  tempt  by  idie  Prince  of  the  Jews,  Rich^d  Brothers, 
applying  in  to  himself :  let  the  diurch  mid  him  dispute 
who  has  the  direst  claim*  Nether  the  Lord  nor  the 
prophets^  however,  foresaw  the  destruction  of  ^e 
govensme^  and  sulii^ugation  of  the  country  by.  tihfo 
Romans  and  other  succeeding  conquerors.  The  «b^ 
venantof  the  day,  and  the  covenant  of  the  night,  is 
rather  sa  little  better  secured  than  that  with  David. 
The  prophetess  Huldah  told  king  Josiah,  he  was  **  ta^ 
be  gadshered  td  his  gravo  in  peace,'^  S  Kings  xxti.  $0. 
This  prediction  of  dyii^  in  peace  wa^  rather  uafidrtu^ 
nate  m  the  fulfilment ;  for,  in  warring  with  the  kin|p  of 

*  £gypt«  he  was  killed  at  Megiddo,  and  brougjbt  up 
d^d  to  Jefusa3em«  chap.  xxHi.  30.  The  £^pl^an 
monarch  proved  a  better  prophet  of  the  Lora  than- 

X  HiildaJaii  who  advised  him  not  ix>  engage  in  the<}uar« 
rel,  or  the  consequences  would  be  ratel ;  which  hao* 
pened  iic<^n[|ingly.  See  2  €hron.  xxxt.  90,^9.    Tbe 
pr<ip|^ '  Jeremiah  assured  king  Zedekiak  firom  lli^ 
Lbfd,  th^t  hie  should  die  in  peace  with  ^^  homines  i^ 
his  falters,   the  former  kings  that  went  be(bfe  nim,^ 
Jer*  xxxiv.  4,     However,  being  taken  away  prisoner; 
by  the  king  of  Babylon,    he  saw^is  sons   and  the^ 
prin^eisf  of  the  land  siaio  before  his  eyes,  Which  were; 
tbeu  p^  Qut,  himsdf  put  in  chains,  ^and  k^  pnaoner 
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tiUihiQ  death  ;i  chap^i^.  10,  ilil.  '1  This  is  ratlier  an  Odd 
Va^PO^rtM^i dying  in  peace i!  ! . '  Tlic  rfiadomantadfe  pro- 
^l^^f^  donoftping  the  destruciidn  of  £gy2^,t£sag  xix. 
J§rw/Wi»  iKwJk.biHd5K.  when  the  rivers  wiete  to  be 
dl^-  jbp, » the ;  &ih.  i  destroyed,.'  i  and  the :  la^  '  desolate 
wjilJ^QMtnjaaiQir.beasti  for  foit^.year^,  we  lieave  to  pro-* 
pbe<;y'-mongeiSi;  to  I^iscpyer;  thej  ftilfilment'  latt'their 

^jiJLtiJpiay,  perhaps^  he  expected,  that  wei  shduld  say 
sQpiejthing  cOneeniing  the  prophecies  relating  tb  the* 
^^s)^  ^  butj  m.  itey  are;  sacred,  'and  the  J^ws  and< 
(!](^n$tians  niot  <heing  agreed  mboiit  them,'  we*  shall 
leave  them  to   dispute  the  matter  until  his'secdiwi^ 

,^-,X^.  hold  up:  ai  Jiuman^^heiralcter  to  general  odiunSi  it' 
lypMld  h^  suSciieat  to  enumerate  abong  it^  bad  (jMali* 
tjj^j'i.^ifiinojjs,-  dngry^  and  rerengieful  disposition  t  yfet 
t^vw^gti.  we  ;fiBd^^:&ese  to  predomiqiate  in  the^ Jewish! 
l)^ty^ii4fiUithe  oninipotenceof  his  chiaractef,  wie^re^ 
stiU  tp^l&ccpunt;;l^imra  Gbd^  "  slow  to  anger,  and  of 
great/kindnesS'i;>  whose  tender  mercies  are  above  all 
i^^ ,^iik^Ti' yfjoT]ia".  and  one  "  whose  mercy  endurfeth 

fi>r«ver,-/   ■..:    .r[j;;...   '     _':..!;■..'   .^    '.-H    ■  ■  ' 

.(;It.|?/PO«asytotfk  to  conceive  hoW  k'mjin,  far  less 
a-j&OJd,  could  he  provoked  at  stich  silly  trifles  as  this 
Cpdi^ftfebe  Hebrews  often  was ;  sometimes  for  faults,' 
QfiiW^ichhimeelf  is  the  author;  commonly  in  circum- 
s^^ftces  .that:  would  rather  excite  sentinoents  of  pity* 
^n^Ipomp^sion  in  a  generous  minid  than  those  of  an-- 
g^rj^nd  y«3entment.    A  few  examples  will  illnstFate 

,jjP5fae  aflfair  of  the  goldeii/^feflf  ptithim  in  a  terrible 
p^iqn,  if  Moses  had  not  been  able  to  soothe  him,  by 
Tppv^i^B^  the  JndeUble  stain  it  would  be  upon  his 
character  to  vent .  his  anger  upon  his  own  chosen  pea- 
plq^io  their  present  circumstances :  "And  Moses  be- 
sq^gbt  the  Lord  his  God,  and '  said.  Lord,  why  doth 
t^y.  .Fr^thi  wax  hot  against  thy  people,  which  thouhtet 
b;pHgh.tj  iofth  lout  of  the  land  | of  i^pt,'  with  igbeat' 
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pQwer  im4  with  a  mi^ty  hj^nd  ?  Wherefore  should 
^e  £gypt;^pf^  f  p^k  ^nd  ^jr,  for  mischief  did  he. bring 
thew  out  to  qlsQT  them  iu  the  wilderness,  and  to  con- 
f Ume  theqi  froni  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  Turn  frona 
thy  fierce  wrath*  apd  repent  of  this  evil  against  thy 
people.  I^emcimber  Ahraha(n,  Isaac,  ^nd  Israel,  thy 
^v^ts,  to  whom  ^hou  swearest  by  thine ownself,  and 
smdst;  mito  them,  I  will  multiply  your  seed  as  the 
stars  of  heaven,  and  all  this  land  tfiat  I  have  spoken  of 
will  I  give  unto  your  seed,  and  they  shall  inherit  it  for 
eyer,"  ^xod.  xsxii.  11,  I3.  These  were  the  reasons 
V'  ^at  the  tfOrd  repented  him  of  the  evil  which  he 
thought  tqt  do  unto  his  people."  What  this  evil 
Whicl^  the  Lor4  thought  to  do  and  repented  of  was, 
^e  know  not;  ^ut  the  evil  which  Moses  ordered,  and 
the  Levites  executed^  was  prodigiously  enormous. 

It  W98  not  Wg  before  his  anger  was  again  greatly 
kiudled.  Upon  the  people's  murmuring  about  the 
manna,  Niim.  xi.  10,  he  was  very  much  displeased. 
It  would  seevfi  the  people  had  no  great  stomach  for 
angels'  food,  it  was  rather  heavenly ;  the  flesh  and  fish 
of  Egypt  suited  carnal  appetites  better,  and  was  more 
to  tfaieir  liking,  though  at  first  it  tasted  like  ^'  w^tfers  • 
made  with  honey,''  £xod»  xvi.  31,  it  was  but  light 
food  for  P^P  ^^  a  desert:  at  this  time  the  taste  of  it 
was  as  the  taste  of  fi^esh  oil.  Upon  this  occasion 
Mo9^  pli<Kl  the  Lord  with  a  curious  remonstrance 
upon  the  toil  of  the  government,  which  ^o  far  molli- 
fied hira,  th^  he  sent  the  people  a  month's  diet  of 
quails,  accompanied  with  the  tender  meiecy  of  choking 
gres^t  numbers  of  them. 

Shortly  ai^er  this  he  received  another  piovpeation. 
Tl^e  people  feU  a  murmuring  against  Moees  and  Aaron, 
upon  hearing  tho  dis^ireeahl^  9peount|s  of  the  spies, 
Num*  sv.  U  This  cost  Moses  an  oration  similar  to 
that  of  the  golden  calf  afiair ;  and[  **  th^B  Lord  saidi  I 
h»ffe  BJW4pr^  according  to  thy  word  ;*'  so  that  s^mn 
hkirover.  ' 

Ijft  n^t  ^sn^  a  very  odd  wh»p :  Bj|}§am>  the  ptfh 
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IS  THE  GOD  b?¥Hi jftwS? 

curse  Israeli  constantly  refused,  unless  he  sliiould  be  Hi 

liberty  to  speak  what  the  Lord  should  dictate,  chatii 

xxii.   18.    "  If  Balak  would  give  me  his  house  'ra!f 

of  silver  or  gold,  I  cannot  go  beyoiid  the  word  of  thi^ 

Lord  my  God,  to  do  less  or  more/'    This  ingenuou'ii 

declaration  induced  the  Lord  to  ord^r  B^lkam  togi^ 

witli  the  men,  if  they  should  ciall  him ;  but  behol(}  tn6 

caprice  of  this  Deity !  verse  9! :  "-Arid  Balaatri  rosie 

up  in  the  morning,  and  saddled  his  ass.  ''-And' (3od*i^ 

anger  was  kindled  because  he  w^nt';  an'dthe  ange^'6f 

the  Lord  stood  in  the  way  for  an  adversary  agaitisV 

him/'     How  is  it  possible  to  please  a' God  hfce  this; 

who  can  be  angry  in  the  morning  at  what  he  hJiii^feJf 

ordered   over-night?     We    could    iiot  ^ expect    sudtf 

conduct  in  the  ass  on  which  the  prophet  rode.      ^^     V* 

-  He  broke  Out  in  a  terrible  passion,  which  *pi*odii(*ed 

most  tragical  consequences  in  the  matter  bf  Baal-pedf/ 

Who  would  think  that  a  man  of  Israel^  having   an; 

amour  with  a  Midiahitish  girl,  cOUld  ever  be  the  Occd-*^ 

sion  of  such  horrid  butchery-,  wheii  Moses  hiinselftvas* 

married  to  a  Midianite,  and  a  people  from  whom  tjey^ 

•had received  many  favours?    Yet  for  aU  this,^  "  ftfe* 

Lord  said  unto  Moses,  take' all  the  heads  of  the  peo*^ 

pie,  anci  hang  them  up  before  the  Lord  against  the  sun, 

that  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  m&y  be  turned'  aw^ayf 

from  Israel.     And  those  that  died  of  the  plague  werc- 

twenty-four  thousaiid-^  men,"  chap.  xxv.  4,  9.     Tht^' 

was  rather  a  severe  fit  Of  anger!    That  they  tni^ir 

know  what  risk  they  ran  in  case  of  misbehaviour,  we* 

have  a  long  chapter  full  of  curses  and  imprecatipni*^ 

which  the  Lord  denounces  a^inst  those  who  ve#hJm., 

He  concludes  in  the  true  Hibernian  style :  "  -Ati'd  fJiq 

Lord  shall  bring  thee  into  Egypt  again  With  $hi^s,'  bj^* 

the  way  whereof.  I  Spake  unto  thee;  thou  fehalt'  see  i^^ 

no  more  again :  and  there  ye  shall  be  sold  foi*  b^nd^^^ 

men  and  bondwomen  unto  your  enemies,  and  nomait^ 

shall  buy  you,"  Deut.  xxviii.  68.     To  be  sgW"  Withii^ 

outjl^ng  bought,'  is  somewhat  dark,  u^l<^^w^  a^^^to 
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U^^rst£^d  it  .fus,  being  n\9rtgaged ,  to  some  of  bis  q:e-    v 

.J^\1(a  th|ijtjfla!ejpjf,||^e;  Judges, Jajs.  a  was  also  hot 
9^m^^]bij?jp^iQp|e,;^*^ap,tJ!^9;:^^^  ioto  the  h^ids 

-9f  thos^,„tli^t  .^poiield-theflij;'  ,^u(Jges  ji,  ,24,  38.  He 
§f^}ijf\  Too^pxfi  owir^ebqs  a^j<^  icapricious  during  the  mo- 
^arcpy:  ,.,"  J^p'd,  agjain  ,tbe  anger  of  the  Lord  was 
luiid^d  'ag^uit  l3i;'aelv  ^Q  moved  David  against 

ji:]b,(?m;.  JtO.jSay^j  gt;^  nupa^r  ,^^  Judah."  2  Sam. 

'^f^Y'^  I..,-  w4,arp  nqttpld.iyhat  provocation  he^^h 
*c4ived,  but  be  what  it  would,  it  was  fatal  to  the  poor 
la^elites,  fjii^r,  he  sent  an  angel,  who  smote  seventy 
ippuSan^'jpf  jtl^f^.  ,  HuDQ^an  sagacity  is  not  able  to  ; 
conpe^v^  ^l^,9u.cb  a  vast  number  of  people  should  be 
filled,  becaua^  thjey  had;  the  misfortune  to  be  num- 
bered, t^e  are/as  much  at  a  loss  to  perceive  the  sin 
.qf.  numherijjg  tjie  peopje,  -Vhich  had  been  done  seve- 
^41  tiine^  jC^fore,  by  the  tord*s  command,  and  after 

.^flIs^itWl^  ai^^  , 

yy^jj^t  is  not  proposed  to  take,  notice  of  every  angry   fit 

.the  Lpfd  tpQk,,dijat  would  be  to  transcribe  the  remain- 
ing; part  of  tjhe  Jewish  History:  the  kings  of  Judah  ^ 

}an<i  Israel  were  continually,  giving  him  provocation,  j 
Ahabjs  said  to/have  djoneinoreto  provoke  dje  Lord  ' 
■tp  anger,  tb4n  ail  thfi  kings,  of  Israel  that  .went  before  '! 
iim,  1  JSrigS;  xvl.  33.     The  78th  Psalm  is  wliolly  ta-  ] 
Jte^'  .up  iJwSi!  .recounting  the  provocations  he  -bad  re-  \^ 
,c£^V^,:ma;|:he  passions ,  he,  iad  been  put  into;  tiiese  } 
.m&j^^,tQi8^      time,  being  rather  drowiw ;  but  wien   / 
they  comd  not  be  any  longer  endured,  "  *hen.  the  f] 
, J;^9^  f^w^ejj^j^s.^qn^ ,  out  ,Qf.  sjeep,  and  like  a  mighty 
mifp^^j^^  by  re^on  of  wine ;  and  he  smote 

ji^f  ^ejpies  jn  ^^  bind^rfppts;  he  put  them  to.  a  per-  ' 
,pfitiji^jreprj:^9li  :^^  V|ei;se^^;^,$.  It  is  no. uncommon 
j,|||loj  {pj:  dfuii|]^kards,  and  fools  to  behave  in  this  manner  ! 
!j  \l  T^e  ^ob^e^  are  fuU*  of,  the  oyerflowing  bile  of  this 
,fi5)^^pc,ijp5eijy,,,whej;e  li^J^  'continually  ventiiag  his 
}f^?  and  tbreats  against  one  p«!opIe  or  another  ;  dehoun- 
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44  •mwrnw^mmm 

pOTfe  to  fee  ^  dbjem  6ti&k  v^gteiffifce ;  !6>feii  fc« 
chosen  covenanted  people  were  l^  i)o  Me^  spaMQi 
bttt  tftifet  take  their  ^ai^  lof  his  ttialieiclii6Hbn*.  ^he 
propheHa  p'vejah  v6hr  fivfely  d^teriptiotts  tff  his  ifuHWi* 
tMtiper,  not  mttch  itt  tinistth  ^th  ttfe  cbiart6itet  tf 
inehjyand  peatte.  What  kind  df  teftip61^  nrtflithtebc 
ift,  wheii  he  say^,  ^  My  fbfy  «hdH  <^iAe  up  la  my 
face :  ft*  ill  my  je^otlsy,  and  in  the  JBre  tiif  tty  wrath, 
have  I  spoken  ?*'  lEzek.  jdbcvi.  18.  As  to  the  taaethf6tt 
of  melting  pebpte  itt  the  fir6  of  hi*  tvtath,  see  chap. 

*  Th6  prbphet  Nahum  begins  his  pitophecy,  by  de^ 
scribing  the  passionate  Atid  te^eng«ul  te^p^  t)f  hi* 
Qod,  chap.  i.  S.  «*  <5(3d  is  jealous,  ^atfd  tite  Lord  te- 
veiigfedi  add  is  ftrrtous ;  the  Lord  Wifi  t^  Vebgeahcsfe 
On  his  adv^i^arieS  •  and  lie  te^rVeth  wi^th  for  hid  ttf^ 
toids.**-^"  ^of  by  -firfe  atfd  fey  his  ^wdhi  sball  th6 
Loftl  i^6ad  with  ^fl  fl6sh  ;  and  th6  sfaHl  t^  lJj6  L<wd 
shall  be  many."  Isa.  Ixvi.  16.  fti^cJd  ifefe  ttg^-!ike 
fferoGity  of  this  Deity  t  "Therefore  1  Wift  li  utato 
theta  ^"sia  iioh  ;  as  a  l^opai'd  by  the  #&y  \^  1  ^selVfe 
thfetii.  I  ^11  iheet  thdm  as  a  beai-  that  is  b^rfeStved  ttf 
het  tdielps,  and  will  rebel  the  ^tilt)f  tbi^ir  hetot,  ^Urd 
theife  Will  1  devour  theto  fifee  i  Jitin."  'Rfe  proiphteti^e- 
ttiiahs:&ys,  "  Hewaslrtit6Areiasabeaf4ying%tvait,and 
as  a  Kon  ih  secret  ^laices.^  Liam.  iilw  lO.  Is  it 
possible  idr  lititnan  tt&ttii*e  t6  cJdtfeeite  beity*  rel^re- 
sentingMtoelfas  a  savbgfe  \<ild  beast,  tl^l'^itfurnig  "tfriB 
httliiaft  i^ce  >  to  \vhat  a  dotoditidii  bath  mip^r'sStioh 
reduced  human  inteHeet !  ~ 

Ang^r  itkd  lii^ssiiGin  aii&  stlitray*  succeeded  hf'i^Mkse 
dhd  fepfentattce,  mid  tho^fe  who  arfe  tyt^^ldul'^d  ftrti- 
^fe  ari&  ever  ift6onstant  ^d  flutltuati6^>  It  is 'to  ^is 
rd^«»^  we  ai^fe  to  abscrrbe  the  re|)etiting  iaitid  iih^cedlife 
huttibiiV  6f  the  Hebreti^  D^sfty.  If  W6  kffe  to  litedit  his 
own  word  m  Genesis,  the  gteate^  trtid  ttidst  tiapdhant 
#  8ffl  tils  w6rks  (the  cr^tiott  of  tii&nr)  t^Mdh  liittA^ 
h^d  pfOnottnced  very  good,  he  tep^t^  'of,  tUli  It 
gfiev^  Eiih  at  thehe^  (^hap.  vi.'6.    fl^st^  fhiJ^^aih 
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aad  lli&tefte^wil»rdi liie  sh^ld  repeHt^it,  iuidt>efHevd[  f 
at  I9ke  heart.  ^Vlly  >so  ^  Did  ire  dot  UndeMfid  tlUg  i 
nature  of  &e  nktfeerkds  lie  Was  W^kltig  iiv^th  ?  Wm 
fa«^tttt  e^prentice  btClM^  art  (^niaft  tii^^?  IfiMH 
Why  did  Diot  d^»te6  <of  l&e  other  g«ods  he  iSlud^  ttH 
diap.L$1f>,  d5«  x!]dh  11$  6,  Ity  t&«elf«kill>  3l»»ii 
llh<6gRiiid^tHlpHmary!>luBd^rl  Had  he  mad^  ^^tt,  id 
a^  to  please  himself  upon  trial,  it  would  haV6^av<6ii 
him  a  Wbi4d  of  provocations)  and  fits  of  wo^  >  and 
spared  hima  vieuiety  of  Unsucces^ui  expedients  Jbf*  tni 
rei^mataoD.  It  adt  only  iiepented  him  ths^t  lie-hiftd 
AMide  man,  but  als^  bdEi^,  dsd  ^iPeepin^  thingB»  and 
fo^te  of  the  air.  t^esie  h^  intended  to  have  toll% 
iss^dfeAy  had  it  fiQ)t4>een  f<!t  the  pel^lasi^  ddp«ttg^ 
of  Noah,  whidh  isM^  ^im  iR»i^  ^t  resolHtiob^  iMid  , 
si^ve  ^  breed  cf  eix^  >peeies;  Whkll  ie  j^dt  Sa^ 
padded  up  in  hfs  ^k,  iseeure  ti^^ft  thtt  ^i^»  43f  ^alt 
teh4b!e  dekige,  ^^h -h^h  iniitiddl^  hiftnan  l<eia^^ 
etariBinte.  Nc^did  stiU  teciire  %^  ^le^fk>bd  vt^ 
gone ;  he  puft  him  in  %tiE<cih  gi^d  li]tfni6ul'M4th  th^-s^v^^ 
smelH^  sa^oimr  of  ai  ifociri&;e,  tha^t  he  premised  to 
drown  the  world  h6  HofSre^  ^p.  viiiv  31v  althdijlg^  r^ 
some  time  or  ^fae^  he  M^y  bum  It  t^  ^  dndeh 

Whsx  could  the  matte^i>e^  tikat  ^e  L^  W^ted  l;d 
kin  Moses  <*  by  Ih^  Wiay  in  the  inn  ?^'    H«  «ittM 
i^n^y  havechid^edySMhi€l«^%!iJk3deii1y^iiS^i^         I 
}ui^  appipildted  him  <^tain  and  leader  oiverWpedple  4 
isra^.    This  1^  a  tety 'dark  ioi^i'tfnd  %a»v^  tntK^  Ihe  | 
^uddaftkm  of  the  ^riesthobd. 

At  times^  when  helet  fbe  afihiys<^^)9^e|t^^  4 
little  behindhand  ^nd  itin  iniddiSc(rderj^e'w«uM¥e.  I 
bent,  because  of  thi^r  gft>ayngs^.  See  ^udg.  ^.  m.  - 
llris  lepettta^  'Wiati,  h6Wet^,  bat  of  ^tfall  servikie, 
though  he  stiqied  up  several  to  set  them  to  rights  $  yet ' 
^befng  ddtf  the  eficarte  of  private  individwds,  thejr  were   j 
"btit  teiHporaa^y  ^xpediewss,  pwduetive  <^  tto^teal  iid. 
>^mj^.    So  iitlJe  had  the  Jewish  OodxtfliiespWt^Jf 

diseernnient,  ihM  he  ^cten  tt^de-dioieei^  m^  to^fiH  \ 


}i|lbUc  ««nploymeats*h«»(il>!jre|tei>ti^  p^iit  aft§r,wpi^$-, 
tbiQ  LouiPiidd. :  ta)w»  greiatrpaii*s,  >)tO/^ct, .  a?,  m pr^pipei;. 

i^im^^i  atid  00^  ;oi)>wJ9Qi9  he  ■  Jpati,  J^^tpwedi  sucji  .^rp> 

thaihe  h^d  mftde,  him  kii^,i  pl^ap*  W?:^  1.0,  ^,  .^jd. 
hp  took* :  ftway ,  bis  i  spirit  ftpin  !binj»  ^  ^hich  fe  «o^(j j ^ 
ki<i41y  lent,  and  sent  an  eyil.pne  i^  J,ts,piac^,l  Ph^f^^ 
xyii.  4*.;  /VT^ifloVthis  a  i)ot8^l>le^;xfihange^,j(§h9,u^d, 
Jlj6 -gl^d ;  ;tQ  tknpw ,  Tyhi<^  pf  tB?  ,tvvA  l  ^pwjts  .^ftflyeq^ 
^il  when;  he  jdeRlinied  tt^  Baur^er  .flf  l^flgi,  Ag^g?' 
Hlt^weyo",  the  spirit  wU^  the  .jLKVdjitook  fTPflf^,^^ql 
iw^  glvm  to  **  ilfeei  i»an  ^ei;  his,  jqvyjp  heart /*  .wb9;:di4 
laiot-  stiek  at  a  ^lurd^r.;  His  rJpl^ig^  of,  tlierlsraelitv^h 
fei!^g9  tiiimed  Dy^.np.!feetter;rjevenJ^ioie,i^l?qnft  ^Jl^t 
to<pjppbets  exipr^yitp  ?iBOJnti  dtfi/not  |)lfas^,jij^; 
imt  IHTOved  ai^  bad  ?^;jiep^er;j, fp,(f wither: b^jc^w^ 
.itbew,)C«  the  peopl^iib^  equally,  jepeu^ipf,^  ..,yov 
t;j  The  godly  Hje^ek^ah  GQ^ld;,noibe.sUjE^oth^JWPj^ 
Jbr-^ny  long  time.  .  paring  ja- sever©  illness,,  :|hfi,prf^ 
phet  Is£^iab  1(¥a^  <$en jt .  with  ,  the  qpQSQlajtory. .  ni^s^age, 
fih^  he  **  )s^uididie  ,^nd  Ji^  -Jiv^ ;" ' m4i,A%  ^y»^#/^ot 
lUfttai  hfl  ihad-ipmyedi.  and  rewindfid  ,bim  of  JbJ^;gf!C)<^ 
fh«ha)lipttr>/!t;h^iii^7tpr4;.chiapg^ 
.^red;  Im^  /bap)t,tPl  tftll  hjiii:ict^e>if!^!  allowetJ  f(b  Jj^e 
r^9«^nj  yeai9  Jopg^,;,%  ,2?^  Kv^  iix?;.,;iii;he  jl^, 
after  trying  various  schfn^eaifp^..4^herap>endip!i^^,p/ 
(tb^  sti^T^^kedi  J^^j^  :SC)petim!^*f]|l^)ng,  sp^ 
.q^iing  tli^ni,  hex/epeiR^n?^  ^pi^^y.^^trA^B^ij}^^ 
.twrn.qd  .^*  we?ity  ^f  l:ep^tiJ^,'^^fe^  xy.  .6, ,  ,Xf t,^#;^ 

i|.,^  There:  are  place?- in,  th^r  i^t^^  yvGFQ^vp^^yvji^pid 
^  .fpaij^  lis  suspect  tjiat  be  is  .apt  [sp,  almighty,  as, Js  ^f j&- 
'j^«;ded.     The  J^x days*  wort pfit(iecr!efi6Q^ 
ilbr,  .^  pD; thC: seyen1;h  day  Ji^  rieafcedfai^  was^v^^^f^y 
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Jffce  bthtir  fdks. ' '  IT  he  ;has'  bukiri^s  of  itn|ioftanee'  btfc  ^ 
hsfid  ■  'it  'i<eqttii-es^  hitn '  to  ri^e  eafrfyl  ;  "i  Aiid  I  spa^^  \ 
uAtb'j^d'  rising  up  --eUriy  -and  s^l^n^ ;  I  hate  'sfeni  < 
unto^otl  all  ttiy  servants  the  prdpheits  dailj^,  tising'  trjj|  • 
early  and  sending  then^.**  Jer.  tiiJ  13i  J5.  ,lta|j^fe^; 
fronv^alachi  ii.*  17,  that  the  Jews^earied  hitt['%itfe, ; 
theii*  word^.  1  <*  Jacpbr  by  his  stTerigth  had -poWe)*/!**^  ? 
Gk)d!"*Hbs.  xii^'2,'Whk!li  was  ^onaewhat  strangel'**^ 
wfe  believe  him  tip  be  omnipotent.  "  '^  •  ^ '"^i  ; 

•  If  he'tras  alnaighty,  how  is  it  that  •  "he  coiQld  lic^f 
drive  Oiit*  the  ihfcabJtants  of  tlife  valley,  becau^*  theW 
hadi  chariots  Of  iroiiP-  Judg.  i,  1 9.     Isiaiinighty'pOw^ 
not-  a  match  for  iron  chariots,  especially  after,  ho  ha^  r 
defeated  the  mountaineers?    What  «ouid  the  matteif 
be,':tbat,the  angd  of  the  Lord  ordered  to  *«  cttrse  bif^"^ 
terly  the  itthabitants  fef  Meroz;  because  they  came  li^  ■ 
to  the  toelp  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  tHe-  Lc^d  f^aibs|: 
the  mighty  ?"  chap.  V.  23.     I>oes  ihfinite  powei*  stai 
in'need  k)f  help?    Or;  iis  ahnighty  'strength  not 'ai^ 
Ovetmatph  for  the  mighty  ?    Perhaps  the  Lord  IdMr  > 
his  ease,  and  wanted  other  people  to  fight  his  featnes;'^ 
Thjg  profahe  may  suspect  the  Psdinist  hihts  af-^oto*^ 
thin^  of  this  kind,  when  he  says;   Psall  jkxiV.'lli*  v 
"'Why  withdrawest  thou  thy  hand;  ev^n  thy  righf. 
handjT  Pluck  it  out  of  thy  bosom .^'!  i  hiape  rhfidefe|  ;" 
wilLniat  imagine  the  Psa,lmist  means  to    accuse  tfe 
Lord  vof ' la^mess !     For  all  his  mighty  boasting  d| 
drivingiout  the  inhabifeints  of  Caiiaan>;  and  utterly  d^ 
strOyiqg  them,  he  could  not  fefiectitl  fin  the  time tjr 
the;^ Jud^esy  JalMn,  their  king,  bad  iliine  hiindip^d  -ik>l* 
chariots ;  a  good  sign  of  power  and  strength.    It  is 
sooiewhat  .strange,  to  hear  aia  alT-poweiful  Being  comsi 
paring  himself  to  a  moth,  and  to  rotteanes?.;  &o0.  V^  ^ 
19ir' '  It  would^eem  h^  was  rather  hard  put  toit^wh^* 
heM^f  Amos  ii;  15,  "  BehdM  I  afe  Ores^d ::;ffllg 
youj  ^.  a  qart  is   pressed  thatr  ^  pm  o^,  jqfe^TfeS^HJ : 

TJies^V»lh*ngs  are  iiiot  ^altogetheri  in  uUftisitHl  iimf^ 
^omnipotenbe4'^''-^''  ^»'*''*  a.-n,  k;' ,  •  ;;.i3,.h-4.i:i;.,.u..  ui^uii«i#     [ 
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NeitB^  13  it  pb^^Ele  for '  ws  t<^"  coiicehrej'  lipw  %e 
^IlP^lnty^  wbp  19  Lord  of  a]l,  **  who  giyet^  to  aU 
lik^^lyf  ajQd  upbraideth  none,"  i^eede^  to  wheedle  fai^ 

p^ple  out  of  tl^cSr  pro^rty,  an^  ]^]fid  ^  needy  9dve&- 

twr^,  cozen'  l^eignQfant  by  Boagnificent  promises  of 

i^eps^ymeiit.    illth^ugh  **  theewth  be  tbe  (iOF^'fi^)  apd 

tisue  ^ness  thefeo^*'  yet  he  eomplains  of  beii]^  robbed, 

M^i,  iiu  3:  "  WiH  ^  njm  rob  God?  yet  ye  have 
iol^>e4  me.  But  ye  say  wherdn  bave  we  robbed 
thee  ?  in  tithes  and  ofiferinga.'^  For  which  he  tells  them, 
*^  Ye  are  cursed  wi^h  a  curse,  f^  ye  have  robbed  me, 
eve&  this  wbqie  nation/^  Qut  despakii^  of  temf)^n|; 
them  by  a  ci^Tse,  he  wishes  to  cozen  the^pi  by  saying, 
**  Eiring  y«  all  ^e  tithes  into  the  storehoi;^,  that  there 
psay  be  meat  in  mine  house,  and  proye  me  qow  there- 
witbi  s^eth  the  Lord  of  tiosts^  if  I  will  not  open  you 
^e  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  ye  out  a  blessing* 
)  that  there  shall  not  be  room  enougli  to  reeeiye  it. 
]|4al^  jii.  9)  }0.    JBro^vo/ 

There  are  also  t^cts  to  be  found  which  inake  b^ 
omnisqience  a  little  doubtful.  He  does  not  appear  to 
be  altogether  certain  if  the  wickedness  of  Sodoin  and 
Gqi^rrab  was  so  great  as  represented,  for  be  says, 
Glen,  xviii.  :^1,  "  ][  will  go  down  now,  and  see  whe- 
ther they  have  done  altogether  acoording  nnto  the  cry 
Qf  Itf  which  is  come  nnto  me;  and  if  not,  I  will 
knQw^."  See  also  ]^¥pd.  ii,  9^.  It  was  not  ^  alter 
the  *^  father  of  the  feithfuP  bad  gone  the  length -of 
SSi^n^cii^  his  son,  that  the  liOrd  was  thproi^Uy  9(^s- 
^ed  of  his  fidelity.  Nor  was  it  before  the  uplifted 
Ip^e  was  reared  tP  deprive  Isaac  of  life,  th^  ^«ngel 
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.  ^  ife  waii  a  |nty  tbe  Lord  did  not  come  down  of  late,  Ui  see  iAnkker 
^<iHfk«fbH*8  <^  sraae  modem  Sddopitetf  inte  q^ogetber  aepia>nlU^ 
0  1^  pry  c^  it  that  hath  reached  ns.  Some  peopl^  will  da  thi$  in 
tlie  presence  of  an  aO-seeing  God  which  a  hint  from  the  j^oblic  |pro- 
seeitor  will  make  Hum  fly  uie  country  for.  The  purest  cbnrdi,  on 
eiMli  is  htufff  in  the  possession  of  such  worthy  meinihenf ;  ^» 
^  whore  sin  abonnd^,  grace  doth  mndi  mme  abookll^ 


called  out  oi  heaVen,  <^  INow  I  know  that  thou  feareist 
God,^':chap;>xxii<  i«;  ;  I  «nnnl  fnclined  to  think  this^  ; 
wasrather  a«ev<6re  trial  cyf'tfae  jiatnait^h^lfaitH^^  ^; 
•  The  niaima  was.  given  to  prove  the  Isratelited,i>rb(i^^  ; 
ther  they  wcMild  walk  in  his  law  or  not,  Exod.  xvii,  4<> 
which,  it  seems,  he  was  not  sure  of,  until  he  had 
proved  diem  by  this  experiofent,  which  w«s  notsuc- 
eessfui,  as  they  provoked  him  ten  times,  and  fella 
KnnrmuriDg  upon  the  return  of  the  spies';'beft>re^  he 
was  determined  that  not  one  of  all  that  generation 
shouki  see  this  pmniised  landf  Num,  xiv.  Sg:  -He 
was  puzzled  how  to  behave  to  those  who  had  tlieif 
Miday  clothes  on,  for  he  tells  the  Israelites,  "Put  off 
thy  ornaments  iix>m  thee,  that  I  inay  know  what  to  do 
uiitothee."  An  all-wise  Being  had  no  occasion  to 
s^p  peopfeof  their  dress  before  he  knew  how  to  acti  ^ 
See  Eixod.  xxxiii.  5. :  Hezekiah  must  be  proved,  for 
all  his  pietyy  in  a  very  ddicate  a&ir :  "  God  left  him 
to  try  him,  that  he  might  know  all  that  Was  in  his 
heart^'  S  Cbron.  xxxii.  31.  Other  instances  can  be 
produced  of  the  Lord  doing  things  to  try  people ;  this 
«hcw8  he  knows  them,  by  experience  only,  the  same 
:«eayas.other  people,  do,  which  says  not  a  great  dead 

lli&f  hM  all-seeing  eye.  j  a.  ; 

If  the  Lord  be  ignorant  6f  ihen,  he  is  moire  so 'of 
things.  It  was  for  fear  that  men  sbo^  build  a  tower 
to!  reach  to  Heaven  that  made  him  confound  their 

-  laitt^aage ;  but  he  must  have  beei|iConfoundedly  stdpid 
Jilt  imagine  men  could  ever  readi  heaven  l^  a  tower. 
AMiot^  that  i  *<  heaven  be  God's  ■■  thirone,  and  -  the 
eiith  his  footstool,''  and  that  *'  he  sits  in.  heaven^"  yet 
lie  has  never  told  any  one  where  it  is  situated*  O, 
that  he  would  tell  us  its  latitude  and  longitude,  and 
discover  it  as  dearly  as  ColuinbqB  did  America,  to  j/ 
<Airiiiodem  saints^  who  are  ontfaeiroad  to  it  in  drbvesi^ 
^|his  would  be  satisfectory  iBfofmatioRt  As  for  the 
jmeieiit>Jew».he  never  promised  them  heaven^,  so  tb#  \ 
idid  not  caie  ^are  it  Was.  ^i 

i'Neidier  aie  there  wanting  some  untoward  te?^  ^ 


^\- 


as  could  be  wished j  which  ibpn^sfent  faim  isLthet  as'ti 
kind  of  Io(^  divinity  thao  ctoe  extended  to  ev6iy ^srt 
of  smoBi   '  hk  Genesis  u  06,  m.2  5^  Kxii;  9»  74  ^^ 
cla!^$ea  baiBSi^f  in  coiTipstny  kvith  iotlier  godi,  and  dcM 
^iglis^nlsigif-  the  God  of  partiGulkr  persons,  cbap/ 
xxiT^S,  -And  places.     Dent,  ^sssdiiif^l  his  oWb^apH 
taiii,  Jephtba,  did  not  acmple  to  admit  oif  eth^  p^ 
than  hta  own;  his  words  areireDiatkabki;  G0«icludiii|^ 
his  resnonstFadce  to:  the  kidg  of  the  Ammonitiss,  fa« 
asks,  *^:Wiit  not  thou  possdss  that  which  Ch^bKMfa* 
thy  rOod  giveth  tb^  to  poaseks?   £o,  wkomspever 
the  L^tlrd  our  iGrod  siiall  dr iv^  tniit  from  befilm  ns^^Mntf 
v6l\  we  possess/'    piat  is,iiwe  db  not.  deny,  ikn  aii^ 
thority  <^  jthy  God  ;i  therefore  do  tiotsufefuse.  tnnteit 
that  of  ouro.     The  Jews  (Hacked  of  •their  Gofd  af  chili 
dren  ido  of  their  doUs:  **  Yoifate  are  .very  qpieUby^  but 
cnirfi   are  for  better  r^^^—':'  Great  is  /onr  God  a|>€iiii  tili 
gbdsw'f     Who  can  betieve  I  ifi  the  obiqufity  49f  A  Mng 
talking  Odtiof^bush^  Exod.  iii«4%  oroii  the  t6p  ctf  a 
m6unt9k&,  ohapi. '  xixi  ^0 ;  who!  iiad  been   teen  uk} 
spc^n^to  by  Moses  face  to^  face,  £^Bod»±X!]diR.<^l^ 
as  Weil  as  by:  the  whole  people,  Nkspn^  kit.  :i  4.  Dent; 
y.  4 ;  who  had  human  parts  as  well  as  huniui^ssibiis^ 
Imbo  had  a-  Botar^uee  on  the  wriderhes^,  landi  a^lleitiple 
wbien  «thf^  we^e  settled  to  resiofe  in*     Tife  pfopbet 
Joilah,  not  likiing  to  go  on  a  messs^  td  ^iderdi,  ffled 
16  Tarsfalsb  from  the  piesence  df  ^thc  |jQ«d  ;  wbiicfa  •• 
BO -great  fitoof  of  his  being  a  stlMSSieb  believer  inhift 
oianipresenoeu     Tiidse^wbb  tean  see  the  God  «of  )il& 
veisd  nature  in  this  being,  must  bailee  tmsre  fcith  iavd 
less  reason  than  a  wise  man  woiidid^  choose 'to  iik 
i^osseslsed  ofi  »l  l:im>  ftbirtrtd  m^if  {i^rbhm^  'tl  a^ih 
o!  It  jjQstn^ittte  foriBilo  tnakeafe^remdrkB  on  die 
Ibord's  cbaBactei*  Asra. isntsr^  -  whdoh  ^all  be  liboe  dniss 
\  fidDcise  a^tnattner  as ptosiMe.'   HeKl  the  idme^beii^ 
iKfbo  created  the  woitd  wrote>the^  histoiy  of iti^  <a»aiixm, 
he  would  never  have  talked  o^  the  Hghi  before  %Im  him 
jwasjuide,  "with^twi^'^reatii^  one  to  iridic' the 
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fU^v  ami  t^  odiQti  the  night}  i  ii9>  dsiere  i»  cmty-  one  , 
iight(iHidBe>  pi«€ieb6e:q0Rgtitiite9  fkyy  atiditfiiabs0ft««  ! 
mke^  4n^.  ';  Befme  wciknce  had<  amsfaoTie  fe^c^iofi^  \ 

pfi  ibnDg  DOastcd  l^iiven  ctince*  tfoart  t  pevied  i  the  }>rid9ft  ; 
hood  have  been  obliged  ^sskHtliiebgroiind^^   '^^J^ 

aoeofainlodalihg atteMrtOithe  ipnguage^  meni.^i' '       '^   I 
;  iNehher  wkMold  he  Miki  spcijen  iof  &  Armament,  witb 
isnSUbT^  qitheE  :abovfe>op  belciwi  j$f  n^fhueu:  l there  is>  nO'  flv^   ; 
piBiieiii:  Id  exisUienee.  •   The  Lord  muk  be  grossl V  igoGM    | 
jfanifcicllplvyaicvj  tOiieliite  tfa^  bidtoiy  ofthe  del^^e^  kt  \ 
Hffiitvaj  hei has  done:  d  modem-  o%mist>wooid4)kv6 
intkradedfaim  better  irilhepiixlBe4iie>B  of' laiD,  ^^tbM» 
hr^tkihgi  iip  the  fouataaiis  of  the  gjwat  deep «  or  «pe»ing   ; 
the  ufindetWd  of  h^mai/V  wfaicb  «re  nor  i  whsre  to  'bo 
found.    The autboiibf  thtt  history  Mas  not kmse  ofiough 
tosecy  that  msikinf  the  wateis  io  cover  the  bi^i^ 
mountains  fifteeia  cubits^  increases  the  earth's  i  niagni-> 
tude  fiur  beyond  its  psesent  buit,  alters  its  orbit^  ^. 
bilk  it  is  impossibk  suob  an  eveM  ev«r  did  or  enieii  Qan 
take)  piace.  .  Hbs  iniit  satisfy  both  the  infiiM  and  tiHe 
beiierer;  as  the oaie  will  give:  no  credit  to  thestol^'t 
vliile  the  other  will  Swaliiyw-  it  witb  the  greater  aiacii^ 
IJF'.^fl  ititiras  not  he,  surely^  which  £sBbioneth  us  ia  the 
iromh,  who  teJb  the  story  of  tlie  scarlet  thread  at  th0 
birth  of  Tamarfs  tsm  fS^Sj  .Ge9.xxxviai.e7r  vr\adti^ 
for  stupid  ignorance  and  beastly  obscenity,  is  wddicHiit 
a|)apiild. 

The  .fanner  .part  ^of  this  storjf' shdws-  iisy  |d«|  sesiits 
were  not  ashaBcd  tof  baigaiiiHig  with  g<H»isiOD  the  bigbw  ^ 
vay  ill  ofnen  4iay9   and  p^ibirnsing;  oevtain  name&ss   ; 
Btes^  ijt^bioh  modoial  laamiers  ^^njoin)  «&  lo  ^rew  a  \ 
%eil.^v«r.        ■   .   .-^f  ■  ■   ,  .  :    ^  ■.f.*m  j 

As  littisKotdd  fitly  |iersoii,€aidiiedm  \ 

pdrti«ii  4>f  coikimaD  <sens6y  suppose  tbe  pafente  of  ^^a  ^ 
girl  to  be  )keepen  of  ,the  tokens  of  her  fii^ity^  cnr 
that  sucb  (Ware  could  foe  liaiided  dboat  and  'Ves^ei.  a  , 
shoif  gi\    Oeut.  xxii.  t.3,  m,    T^c  .me^istrates^ofi^iw  j 
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^  THEiGODOFTHe  JEWS: 

cities^  would  have  a  fine  time  oF  it^  if  clothes  of.  thie 
nature  alluded  to  were  to  be  spread  before  tliem^  '  If 
the  profaiK  were  to  write  such  stuff,  they  would)  very 
prc^xly,  be  reckoned  insane  ;>but*<x>miiig  ftonivtBe 
pen  of  an  inspii^d  ^writer,  then  it! rises  into  ^sfkHtyi 
sid^knihF,.aBdji^d{ibletrutb.i  f>;^*i*)o  o  «{  '.vmI  bomi 
;iifThe,£ord  k  by  no  means  an  ic^werver  of -tb^  laws^of 
probabiCjty  in  his  writings:  inconsistencies  and  absur- 
dities /swarm  through  the  whole;  'which  is  another 
proof  of  their  divine  original.  In  Gen;  i;  2T,  ^^iGod 
creafied  man  in  hi».  own  image,  male  and  female^ 
cieated  he  them/*  This  he  forgets  having  perfnrmedj 
and  Adam  is  much  distressed  for  want  of  a  partner^ 
and  the  Lord  is  oU^ed  to  take  one  of' Us  libsittid 
make  (»e  of  it»  chap.  ii.  %9.  Is  it-  any  way  likelyl  thai 
two  men,  Simeon  and  Levi,  should  be  able  to  take  and 
destroy  a:  whole  city^  and  kill  all  the  males  ?. ctuipi 
xxxjv.  26.  Who  can  beUeve  the  prodigions  increase 
of  the  Israelites  while  slaves  to  the  Egyptians?  £x« 
perienc^  teaches  a  different  lesson  in  our  day,  when  so 
many  unhappy  Africans  are  required  annually  tof  sfipi* 
ply  the  waste  of  our  West  Indiacolomes.-r^fiutl  anf 
apt  to  think  there  must  have  been  a  vast  difierence^ 
between  Egyptian  bondage  and  Negro  slavery^  The 
Jews  we  know  wanted  often  to  return  to  '*  the  flesb  ^ 
pots'*  of  Egypt,  but  we  never  heard  of  a  Negro 
who  regTf^ad  leavii^  the  heatings  and  yams  of  a 

planter.'  '^ f}  '^-'tiw^r^^ti  ^/htf:  A  hnn  •:■'■.  .  •  :^  bJTiiJ  j<<^  1«*^- 
Will  any  person  credit  the  account  of  massacreing^sof 
many  people  by  the  Levites^  'Exod.  xxxii.  «8.  The 
Jews  were  rather  stiff-necked  to  suffer  such  wantos 
butch^.  This  story,  however,  has  its  equal  in  the 
Christian  romance  of  the  Theban  legion.  Thepro&ne 
are  somewhat  astonished  to  find  the  princes  of  Israel 
ofifering  laige  quantities  of  "  fine-  flour :  imngled  with. 

oil/*  at  the  dedication  of  die  tabernacle,  Nuo^  m.- 

in  a  desert  where  no  eorn  grew,  where  the  Lbnl  was- 

obheed  to  rain  bread  from  heaven  to  keep  them  alive : 

nether  had  thev  any  for  many  years  after,  and  y^  be 
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in  want  of  Be^,  when  they  had  ^  flodds  aodi  ^herd^y 
even  mudi  cattlei"  i^See  vJo8h.<^li./t9; '  Tbi^iisnft 
very  consistent  story  1  It  is  no'  Jess  mondefM  to  con^ 
cetve  hoW: they  eould  erect ^ochamagbifiobnt  tabefMii- 
cie,  adorned  with  learving  'and  ettib»>ijj«i#v  by  aiiiists 
v4ia  had  oiilylearnt  the  trade  of;brit;kmi»tng7  withii 
service'  of  pute  worth  moDe  ;dian  half .» jnitlkMi  sterling^^ 
fixod.  aaviii.^siieh  as  we  couid/.oiiiy  expect  Jn  the 
cities  of  Pans  or  London.  To  do  this  in  the  ^opidst  of 
«i  wilderness,  wanting,  bread,  where  the  Lord  was 
obliged  to  keep  the  dothes  on  their  backs,  and  the 
shoes  on  their  feet,  Deut.  xm«  6,  gives:  dioise  who  u^ 
a  little  sceptitcfiilW  Jnclmed  some  ground  for  sti^icioilk 
;</>Who  can  endare  to  heiar  the  Lord  ibdas^gth'^t  lie 
bad  M  kept  him  (Israel)  as  the  i^[de  of  his  eye/'  Actuh 
xzadii.  10  ;i  when  he.  ;had  slain  such  prodigicMia  nunm 
bcTs>of  th^n;  and  utterly  destroyed  the  wfabie  genei% 

.tion?-^      .    -;;,,',.:i    .;    ;    dtuj  it     :    ;;.;;, -:ijcdt  tic^tfiptm 
'  The  bistoiy  of  ^  Samson's  exploits  is  liaUe  'to  /^great 
objections,  allowing  his  prodigious  streaBth ;  the  tale 
of  <d)e'iba^  and  firebrands  is  so  absurd,.  '  as  to' pnt 
c^eui  ineqnration  itablf^  one  woidd  thinky  to  the  htq^. 
The  architecture  of  ^  temple^  standing  updn  two  pif. 
lais,  Whidi  a  inan  could  pull  down  wim.  his  hands,  iffid 
1^  the  whole  edifice  in  ruins,  is  so  inconceivable^  that 
tl^gmce -of  faith' alone  can  enable  us  to  d6)6  i^^^  «»r^^ 
i/1%e  aocounit  of  David's  introduction  to  the  couit  of 
Saul,  as  related  1  Sam.  xvi.  16,  is  totally  inconsistent . 
with  the  otlier,cliap»  .xviii.^  i  The  stubbomidiflferenee 
between  the;  -two  is  ao  ^striking^  that  they  tefose  -to . 
ttBsimilate,j  after  all  the  finesse  of  theoliigidd  twi^nj^ 
banne. been  eiapfeyed. upon  them.    The:  different  at0^ 
counts  of  the  death;  of  Saul,  I  Sam;  xxxi^  and  ^'Sanl 
U  J,  is  na  less  distressiDg ;:  widiout  fiuth  litde  credit 
could  beattadbed  to  either.  :  Tbeierdlityof  Absalbm'd 
head  k'very  wobderfiil^  four  pounds  thirteen  dunces  of 

hair  Was  a  pfetty  toleraible  crop  m  a  yeai^i  •    This  sfaewl 
theextreme  fertility  of  revelation  ^ve:nature;>  ^mn^) 
The  piodigious  magnificence  of  Solomon  is  %eyohd, 
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f  ^  hdkii;  Moj^,  h  it  dreditkbW  thAt ,  tliehpmioe  o^  to 
I  iiDMll-a ■  Couiftiy  as  Jaifea  jEik>uld'b^ m  ■  posseasioii^^ 
/  Auch teiiMaB6ii>i>/wesdtb;  iwhdfee  failh!ef<  hftd^ihegnwioB 
\  /of(uiie?bj!  H^mgtiaigdng'^if?  badctittiy  aQd;f4uiidenfig 

I  9  jfew  A£x3ttiB|Bp<AAindb8^:;dpQrti}r  d^^ 

f  ibobi^  iip^vk^^efat^vkatiy  is  «  eobntry  that  nsataed  cwSy 

I  4cfliog  usHpf  se^6Dt)f  thcmsaiid  iabQi]ffers,<«ig^y.t]boaU> 
I  ^aiMl  iquaisrierB  sidd  ^oii^-cuttete^oahd  tfatei^i  tbousiikd 
lisb^htiadiiedoTerseefSj  hbiDg'erp>p\oyed  s&ven.yisknm 
!  Ml^am%  a- boilsQ  nitiet^^  fed:*  ibiigy'thtftfyibi^{i6l4;.aEkl 
\<S9ttfSre,^oi^4  Sioe  SGJizan;:  iiii]>iaitdMl<;Kifig&Kyi4 
1  j|6^;  :  Wiiysufeij?  the  L^isd  (badHforgodluisiqelC^  a  little 
/  ^vteli  h«;i«mte'tii8  accottiti  iTo  peo^  linrkig  «t/lhis 

\j^Q)iiuBm.*¥fbk  YHnt  fODtteilieidiiiciilti^/  tbe ' greidteat 
j  fMi^veis  HiEuits^lxraUibEiBgiankiie^iDf  tim  and  itbTe^ 
I  bundred  thousand  men  into  the  field,  and  that  it  mas 
i  j»^iaa<«9BfQitt  witbotit  ^poraHldt  tbattll&Erew^iR«^b- 
j  liCfeobld  limater  afim^lof ipDeKmJttioKiiwp  jtmidfcid 
[: libouafind  va&tk^    Evea  &iitb  itself  irilLflcaie^ betlabSe 
\  Jl^jpRi^ufide  thfitni  thi^  two  fctty^l  ImgBtoi  JydaKiand 
I  Jlp»eliioiild;brii^  inDo  the  tfi^,  lont  snsamf  ed  foijk 
Iwibdmd  theuftalid,  and  Hhe  oth^r  dg^  famidfcd,  tbe»4 
iimlid  fighting  men,  wh^re  there  irtsfe  filre!  Iiwoidred 
I  ibousandkUled  m  oiid  batdev  (SChnto.  ^i^  3^^.  Ais 
I  littiO'Oiedit  M  to  ibeittttohed;  tQe4he>ckil2iiig)OBe  iblin- 
fSfa«d;and>tiFeat})rf1ii(Hisab4l  Midianitesi  lodges  ^ii^ibO^ 
#iidtHte  jbindr^lhohland  iS^riapsidn^^^        d^,  itv« 
9faM  ^^ittiDs  3Biid  ibntyhig^  :lt«en&)8-achreiv^thoiitaiid  meti ' 
ttilbeiulite^i^d^ii^x&iS^ ^ n£>r>ibat  «fi?GiBafa^ 
#1^  SD&^^  EnoiaGah^  deat7(hi|fudabQlieiiuiidBeA^ 
tweiit^  tfaoumod  in  oA^  <|Eiy^;#hid]i  Jirefdiail  vtdjaael 
ltl«i;^^  i{'£}hite:«r3dxvi&i^ ;;  mfedati^  as  ilt  contnidicts 
ireekiMAledpfoi^eeiydHthe  li^  bhapi 

loi^    Itfbuiho&f  iDded^e)  !tbdfcvV>tli0  ai^l><>f  th^ 
^jfisd  weit  out,  ^d  smote  io'dbe  ■oAmP'oS  ^tm  Asayu 
mans  one jfanndied  and;  ieigbQufiTeHthdusoiidir  »nd 
HidlSP  Ihiiy:  <aao8e  ^aHy  in  -me  ^[noriiiiigi^  ibeb^ld  itbey 


*  £ 


SJ 


to  ■ 


'im  all?  deadiffoil^^ax^l'^  0<$.  f  HoUr ^loeshi 
could  bei  'V  sfioJe  from  toioog  4&  Itiiig's  son»  that  W6C& 
ateiw  ♦"iistj*;  lis  very  sofpnfeiflg,  wbeirwejiFe  toldaflus 
b($iflg.bid,  milii^oaiE^iig:  t^  slaugbtor,  £  €ijtoil^  »tn.> 
14i.'  I  li  qnnsti  i  ibe  alloytrfidf-  /Uiet^  ithe  Jjcxrd  iSKlioiQtUneft 
i»»kesiBiutJli(  In  Ji  i.ib  owl  in  U-yiU  Ot/^  «iJt£|^ 
ii;  These  ane  oaifi^  few  «p6cimaosi  i6f  the  sadred;tfutb» 
wydbt nni^t .b^  jddlleetedfrcmj  #»9^^  bbok*  tSA'il 

swflet  morsel .  for  ithc  eleet^  Vbut ,81  itjitter  one  fcJr  iafiK 
4^i(y  to  digest.  >  ifirreak  is  the '^mystefy  of  jgi^ofance^ 
9jtu|Mdity  .mahiiested  dh  tbe^'heiief  of  absucd^iofc  1:  i ,  ^  o 
i.Hljiiose;  who; hire  Ih^fflsdvib  but  ta  leKplaia  thi^  holj 
book. iiiriifortBijr»  assert^  tfaatithe.iBibleisl  9Sk.\me!a\i&  \ 
p^  qif  iaitb  ahd  manners^  and  ll^e . Westminsfer ditiu^ 
in  their  Confession  of  Faith,  have  .declared*  ti|iat 
^YiGodt  by  Mi  singular  <;are  arid  providenoei^  lasstl^pt  ■■ 
them  pure  in  ali  ages  of  thel  wjorid.''*!  W^hicfarptrity 
CQOsiBjQ  ib  being)  dark  as,  £rebus» nconfiwed  mnitiiBmi 
aad  opposite. ts  Hbk  poles.  A  mddetrii  Apologisfty  wiio 
has  isaid  ais  muph  us  he .  fiossiblyf  <  can  in  j%irour  of  ^ 
iilspiiati6ii,  has  resigned:  the  singular  case :  and  fiovif 
dends^lo  the  taercy  b£i  ils  ddnctcra;  iviiik  Bi^de 
eritiei  of  iadliagies^lpiife  jiis abiiftddnt  pnoo^  of  .tbeak- 
iKiatioBS:  it  must!  have  kHidev^oiiit*  jboth :  fibm  >.|>ious  . 
fouadami  ibidy  ignomnte.    We sh^Il  at pitts^  dio^ 

«9VB]lom%iaBd)  proceed  (p  ohseri^jfe  ^  few  of  thoseicUrviae  [ 
(^(iDtradbstioins^  .which  Tender  this  tb^  I 

edifying' :to  the  f^jv      ■• -i  •  (^"^ .-.  ■:       .  .n?i^:'.A\.  t 
Tb&  1  Itk^I^ter  of^  Q^esis.aaakeft  vAbnoiiioae  > 
hkbdied/aad.iiiiirtiy<»five/yeartiDf /agisniiAeSi  hbiisft.'lfaii  \ 
«!CWiiti|y  of  I^jannh^  tbe  l^th  diedter  sayi^hetiwasron^  I 
anren^^fiv«^     Tbe^  l^ord  threataol^  lo  iisititberamqui*-  | 
tioiiof  tibeikAeis!iuppntlie  chiUfen  to  d|»(dnrdtMd  f 
fiiuitii  genentioini  Exodu xk.uS  ;<^bcxkii»^i7';]<l^ui]a«ixm  r 
l^i  (DmiK.  v.^i    Tlas.hei  iflail3y  4^ids;  Dfeutiliodv^  V 
16.     SChron.  3anr.  4*  mxdithe  irhoJe  iSth  ichaptfif  of  | 
£z0ki)el,  is  tai&en  hip  ia  ^evooiistnattiqgi  the :  iilfuadix  ef  | 
it-intln  Ekodus  xxsaii;  1 1  j  thb  Lo9dii()eaks.  to  Moses   | 


veise  faeieould  not  s^  kis  faM^j  ^  no  niaii^cbirld  nefeii 

and  ili^^  ^  Nuid.  xxvii.  13%  Deot^  xxxh.  49»>  ^'  lMt4 

orderedi'Mb^  to  g&ii{r  oo  Mount-Abarkn,!  luid  dite^ 

theie';  •DeulL'Xjdxm  1,  si^s^it^^viraa  OIK  of  Pia^ 

gah.    As  Moses  died  at  two  different  places^  it'^n^iM 

also  baire  been  at  ^difierent  times.     Aaron  alsa  died  at 

Mosera,  Deut.  xi  >6f>)and  at  Mount  Horviievieii stations 

ftott  tiie  former  places  Nilmj  xxidii.  30,  38 ;   two^^ 

strong^^  piools  of  a  resnrr^ctioa,  most '  unibrtilnalely^ 

overlooked  by  conimentiaiors*    If  ^e  believe  Jbslraa 

z.  36j-  it  was'  him,  and  £^1  Israel  ^itfa  him,  that  took 

Hdbron  and  Debir;  butif  we  are  to  credit  chap^  XV; 

14,  Judi  i.  I O,  these  places  w«re  not  taken  for  a  l^e^ 

iimfe  after  that.  .;      ?    i»  i   ii( 

^  ih'SSfun.  XXIV.  1^  the  Lord  moi^  David  to  mim- 

Iber  ia^  and  Judah,  and  the  number^  were,  the  Boeh 

of  isra^  eight  bundred  thousand,  and  of  Judafe^five 

'  Irandred  thousand,  for  which  he  had-  the  choice  of 

seven  years'  faminej^  three  noonths'  war,  or 'three  days' 

pestilence ;  and  the  price  he  paid  for  Aurant^'s  thrash^ 

iiifrfloor  is  stated  at  fifty  sheli^ls  of  silver.  \  lObroii; 

^xitrjii,  .says  it  wsis  Satan  who  provoked :  David :  ihe 

^umbers' here  are  the  men  of  Israehone  million  ^ooe 

Ipundt^^ousand,  those  of  Judah  four  hundred  and 

^venty  thousand ;  the  time  of  the  famine  is  dwincHed 

away  to  three  years,  but  the  price  of  the  thraBKii^i- 

;jp]or  iisj  advaneed;toisix  hundred  shekds  of  gold* 

1  Kings  iv.  36,  saysV^Solomon  had  forty  diousaBdsti^s 

fcr  hones ;  3  Chn» .  ix.  36^  albws  bo  mofte  than  four 

^tbousabd^    1^  Kings  v;  1 1,  says  Solomon  gave  to  Hi- 

ite'  tmtktj^  thousand  measures  of  wheat,  and  twienty 

of  oik    rS^krcm.  ii;  10,' makes  twenty  diou^ 

measines  of:  vrhteaitt  twenty  thousand  c€  herl^^ 

itytfabwttnd  baths  of  wine,  and  ^^enty  thousand 

%f  oil.^ulti  1  Kings  vb.  14,  ^e  irtifioer,  whom  the 

long i<c€  Tyre  sent  to  Solomon,  was'  the  son    of  a 

4»omii» el  the; tribe  of  Ns^btali ;  9  Gbron.  ii.  Ii,«ay6 

she  «^  of  <he  tribeof  Dan.  :  I  Kings  vii.  i5,  makes 
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^te  two  ^iUaniof  the  pcldfr^^liftoeQ  leul)^ 

ai.  la^ittato  tbemtbirty'^iv^;    1  K^i#.  d6,ttii:e» 

«iie  toazen    sea  to '  coMaifi    «wq    tfaoustiMd    iKMihi ; 

•■ava^iMnjtdi's  moClMr.  wm  ]|jfaath)|ibi  1li<e  4a«^ter^ 
AbiMbm;  tbe  lOth  if^exse  of  ibis  Id^pt^  ^fi  i^ 
-was  tiie  mother  of  A^;  dCUFeo.  xi.  90,  says^  Abi- 
jili'6  nodwr  was  Manehtthy  Ibe  dai^tisr  of  Abdakte, 
Imt  <d]ta^.  »ii.  3,  >8»j^  it  iMHs  M idiftiad!)^  Itke  dMighti^ 
41^  Uriel  of  Oi[beafa,  t^  was  Abijab^  mother. 
t  KiogB  Kv.  1 6 V  99,  says,  '^  There  was  war  rbetw^eii 
:Banska'andi  Aaa  afi  ikiek  ^y?  ;^^  new  as  Baa^a  ^«gan 

il0  i-eigii  k  ^tbe  liiffd  year  of  Asa,  this  >irir  aiust  fainre 

iHeea  dmiog  tbe  ten  yeaim  the  land  hiid  (^letJ^-Cbtob* 
^aw*^ii  iButbo^  &Kwe  surprised  <b&id,  ii^sit^ 
^w  period  of  l^is  ten  yesura^  itlliiiet,  it/  waa^  ootiiwith 
Bttisba,  ibut  «ntii  "Lw^Hkf  the  EMo^^ami  wIk)  httd  «n 
host  «^  one  million  three  insodfed  •dhariots,  ^  wbom  he 
MKsked  milk  fime  kimdied  a«d  'eig<hty'^  4lidi]^uid  ««en, 
chat  'be  ^ad  war,  verae  9«  Haw  ^immensely  stupei^ 
in  poat  mi  ttiun^ers  am  revealed  osMtd  lo  tho^>i*!hi^ 
llietgreate8l|>0wef«  40o«ild«v«r«ctaally  brin^  iia^^dbte 
Md,  *^  Andtbepe^  was  no  «ore  war  uara  (he  fi^e- 
and^thktieth  ^Fear  of  the  «eign  of  Aae,^  eb^.  ^E^i*  i9, 

«iieii  BaifliatffitMt  ka»e  bees  dead  «di]e  jeaili  tad(6eid- 
Jiff ito  ' i  ISmgs irt^.  S.'    Nor  waeiF  ^mnm  ites^fiax^uid- 

ti^ticftb  year  «if  AsaJ&at  Saa^b^gas  toMI&^Ea^ 
aSl/lh  i^teQ  yfiarsiafter  be  was  dead),  «mdeb  was  «ai^y 
(DO'iaiBiri;  jffld  «iae  ha^re  iiio  accounlB  df  leiy  kilto. 
W^en  aaevaeaiei  stoi^  istxiidi  «oBA3a«Ketory  a»t  «bii- 
dRneii,  itk  a  proof  <dat  ifiapifatioft  taa  vea^al^  #ie 


i  mi  .*-; 


i  S  Kiiigsi.  ff,  says  that  J«horeiD)  tba«ettiof  Abifr« 
%egati  io  jwgs  to  ^  <8eooBd  ^Mtar  cf  ^bmiiii^  Ibe  site 
^  Jdiosba^sH,  laag^  fi^yir  the  1^14  ciii^}(er<«i^ 
jt  was  in  the  'dfi^te^rth  year  of  Jebo^hcqpjhat  t  ^<:fe»p. 
•vm^  16,  as  at  ^anaace  with  ^bsth  Aefle.  W^itever  Will 
^idw^^i&e  «iwible4o  oooipare  KSb^  cbronOiogies  'Of  die 
itfi^  of  J«dahgapd  iflBBel,.wqll^Bd«  sad  «»»8  «f  <;ob- 

H 
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]  £vm(M  to  pfeW;  up^tind  ai  jgitat  cJiiwIreemcSit  hi  tfief  eiiO^ 

[  yvMf^M  .m&  cariisjetriglit,/;/2  Kings  vitf. j^t  tsys, 

I  ;A]l:ie^\2}x>mQ9;t\^^nty'-i^Qy  be  b^an^lo 

[  .^^iga;  j2|iGfcrpn..xxii.  2,  isaysi(Jrty-two;  but  bis^ther 

>  '1<^-^Qr^ip  being? o|>ly  thiitty-twQ  yeajis  old  Mrheii'be  b©- 

( igan  -t^jTieign,  and  lining  reigned  only  eight  yearfe,>the 

/  j^^j^t  liUiis  ratr/i»«3t  be  twp/yeara  older  than  the 

\  .i^er.j>.StiU-iurti^,  all  the'sons  of  Jrfioranr  w^rr 

I  mtfM  awi^y  |3!^:tik^  Philistines  and  Arabians,  2  Chroafc 

?  .XjaioiiFj  :$aVe  oAly  Jehoahaz,  the  youngest.     Gha}x 

fX^«;  11,  says,  that   "the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalibili 

I  mad^  Aihazi&h,  ius  youngest  sojj,-  4ing  in.  his  ^teadl: 

•fof  (the  i^nd  pfniea  that  vame  wHh  the  Acabiaas  had 

i  .^Jain  }alL  the  eldest."    It  appears,    however,   frorii 

\-^ -Kings  x,12i  c^^t  Jiehu,  king  of  Israel,  put  himself 

r;t0.te  tpoiile  of  "  slaying"  them  over  Jagaia,:  regard- 

/  ]es$  of  thfeif  being  carried  away  aiid;  slain  bdfore,  and 

•likewi^  their  [sons,  .although  they  had  npne.     Abaziali 

.hin^^lf  was  i^so  twice  killed^  once  in  Samariaf  ^bere 

•lifer was^  slain  and  iMiried',  2  Chron.  xxii.  8,9,  ulso  ai 

>M^)ddo„  .and  buried  at  Jerusalem,  2  Kings  ix.  '271 

;  Qpiii^inentators  bave;  an  easy  way  of  reconciling  rralt^ 

'■  ..%^.  s  njehoaba^  and  Al^ziah  are  the  same  person^  and 

/  ^^  for  people  ^eif%  Hilled  twice  or  thrice  over.in  dif 

■  iecent;place9,  it  jsiquite  common  in  tevealed  st<»y.    '  A 

\  JOi&^hfbgatelUi  wli^cb  none  but.  infidels  would  carp  alt 

I  ^>^;CbrOn^3Lxi,  1,2,  £lijab  sent  a  writing  to  Jehciaiii, 

>  ;the  son  <^  Jehdsbaphar,  king  c^  Judah  ;  butiacoonding 

:  -.tk^  IS  Kings  ii;.  and  iii.  chapters,  Elijah  was  taken  up 

V  4nt9  heaven  more  ihan  seven  years  before  that,  at>lc»si8l 
S  'bc^bi^  thie.eig^t|eenttt  of  J  ehosbapbat.  When  i  i^p^i^ 
^  writers  tdl  us  stories  of  this  nature,  we  cannot  ^besi- 

tt^/^vmonjentjin  giving  them  all  dnpci^fc I  ^To 

V  :Cirown  aU  llie  Other  .contradictions,  the;  Loiid  dexnes 
1  ^having  any  h^i^  id  th^  Mosaic  institution  of  sincnfi- 
/  c^  Jer.  yii.  22^  "  i'or  I  spake  not  to  yourfalhens, 
\  nof  cojDEDiaiidecl  them,  in  the  day  that  I  broi^ghf  them 
[  QUt'of  jthe  land  of  Egypt,  concerning  burnt  ^flPeryigs 
I  .or  sagqfices:"    .MqsfeS  says  tbe  y^xy  imtx^,:  ^ISir 
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very  >lii^sr  wbiah  Mdsies;had^fTCim-^tlie  tnoat^# 
I*6rd>  pFe^b(»il3^cliot«>rjp^dile  i^f  ^ fenoter'^  ^  Lev.  xviiil  116/ 
aald/iaci  »l,  foii5i^^i^cobabittng*w»t^  dr  bapfyift|t' 

^CWpISiyre^cHttS  e«|lia|>ij«ist|Be'  to »«i^ttg*rs  >aa  iiati vei. 
*^*But  tilie'stradgbr  tfaatdWi^teth  wltli  Voii  shall  be  u^td 
fou:as  one^born  aoiopg.y^m,  thoa  8^^  kive  him  a» 
(hyseif ,  for  ye  were  stitingers  in  the  land  bf  i^pt.^ 
Cbap.  XXV;  45^  allowi^  the  enslaving  of  strangers  and 
their  children:  "Moreover,  of  the'childreh  of ith^ 
strangers  that  do  sojourn  among  you,  of  them  shall  ye 
buy  (bondmen  and  bondmaids),  and  of  their  families 
that  are  with  you^  which  they  begat  in  your  land,  and 
they  shall  be  your  possession."  But  we  should  never 
have  done  if  we  were  to  notice  every  contradiction  , 
that  occurs  in  holy  writ ;  we  shall  only  obser\'e,  that  / 
it  is  writing  in  this  manner  that  constitutes  the  divine 
harmony  of  Scripture,  so  much  insisted  on  by  the 
priesthood.  . 

\       We  shall  now  only  take  notice  of  the  nature  of  that 
j  divine  inspiration  with  which  these  writings  were  com-  \ 
\  posed,  an   account  of  which  we  have  m  3  Esdras,  ', 
\  chap.  xiv.     "  And  the  next  day  a  voice  called  me, 
f  sayine,  Esdras,  open  thy  mouth,   and  drink  that  I 
:  nve  thee  to  drink.     Then  opened  I  my  mouth,  and  ; 
I  oi^old  he  reached  me  a  full  cup,  which  was  full  as  it  \ 
\  were  with  water,  but  the  colour  of  it  was  like  fire.   ; 
I  And  i  took  it  and  drank;  and  when  I  had  drunk  of  \ 
i  it,  my  heart  uttered  understanding,  and  wisdom  grew  j 
\  in  my  breast,  for  my  spirit  strengthened  my  memory,  f 
I  And  my  mouth  was  opened,  and  shut  no  more.     The  ' 
f  Highest  gave  understanding  unto  five  men,  and  they 
r  wrote  the  visions  of  the  night  that  were  told,  which  | 
I  they  knew  not:  and  they  sat  forty  days,   and  they  | 
I  #rote  in  the  day,  and  at  night  they  ate  bread,     ^s/ 
I  for  me  I  spake  in  the  day,  and  I  held  not  my  tongq0  [ 
I  by  night,  s   In  forty  days  they  wrote  two  hundred  and  ? 
'four  books.     And  it  came  to  pass  when  the  forty  days ; 
were  fulfilled,  that  the  Highest  spake,    saying.  The  j 
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£r8tthatjllx>9  liifit  wN(tte%  pyfeliill  0petily,>  that  tb» 
worthy  &n4  Unwoctli^  im^  mad  il*  »  BmI  kwpi  tliA 
aeyjB^  ia6t,  tMt  ^sUm  I3n4y«sfe  jidfi^yer  tbett  od^te 
8U€lias.are  wise,  fHoaon^  tfa^  piaciAa.  For  HklliBnLii^ 
Ae .  spring  of:  lUHjearataodpi^  Ui^  Iquntaitr  jof'  vfkdom^ 

bave  already  ^ewn  thei  matt^,  wid  thia  ia  tbe  UHKiiier 
of  ooiBfposifig  a  divinely  inapiied  book.  C«tii  any  out' 
i&ieA  pretend  that  la^  i&m.ww  ^y  thitii^  ISoe  it  wrote  by^ 

thep^of^^fl]!;ldi'*1<V'",gv    ,_  -XK^^'.--'-^  '   ■■  -i^  * 
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mit'   ■  ■  •'  -    ?••  ■    OH' THE-' 

^iiWVfiS  OF  THE  JEWISH  SAINTS.       .  ^ 

Th£  old  pfOTerlr  says^  *^a  man  is  knolvnby  the^ 
coi^paoy  he  keq)» ;''  1  kiM>w  bo  leasoa  why  tbe  Lditfe 
may  not  be  iuioi¥ii  in  tbe  same  manners  with  thw 
view  we  offer  1^  foUowii^  dcetchea  of  lis6  Itres  of  aome 
Jewish  8ainti»  to  the  coii^eiatiott  of  tbe  impt^jiidkK^ 
The  &dier  of  line  fehi^iiy  and  stodL  of  die  ho^ 
seed»  has  a  fair  claim'fiMr  psioiity  on  thia  list,    ijkhnamfi 
the  SOD  of  Terab,  a  ChaJdeaii  potter,  lived  with  \ud 
fiMher  in  Hann  until  his  deadi,.  when  the  Lord  caflecfe 
hiiift'  awanr  in  the  one  faundoedl  and  thirty^liith  and  se^ 
veBty<*fifth  veai  of  hk  age  to  a  knd^thM  he  wotdd 
shew  him,'    whkh.  land  was  unfortuStdly  nnder  the 
pressute  of  a  grievoat  fiaoBine  fay  ^kl  time  he  ancped: 
at  k ;  this  eircmnstaiice  laid  him  nndor-  th^^  ■eciMiit|r 
I  of  lidong  a  jaunt  to  £^i9>t^  onty  a  Jew  fainidsei  iiflbr 
f  fHXdneroB.al.Bnick  qutation  it  it  was  ahiogeAerttt 
\  in.  ^  Loid  to  BHtke  the  j^atriaich  quit  .tifthiaiity 
%  Wheee  he  waa  eonii(irtaU|f  setded^  for  a  pbce  wlidEel» 
»i^  not  lire  for  finniae^  It  was  in^  Egyptlth^Pha* 
iSoh  took  a  Mkkig  for  Saraiy  who  was  H^avervi^ac 
I  wofnaB^'  at  serretrty^five ;  this  amoiBr  >Ahfam  did^  mot 
disdain  tofiualitate  with  a  Bet  and  by,  it  be  gnt  raiBdl 
wealth*    At  this  ^me  the  patriarch  had  mademyfip^ 
gross  :in; the  propagatioa  of  the  hofy  seed;  so  thiA  ift 
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an  interview  which  he  bad  with  the  Lord  in  a  dream, 
after  he  came  back  from  Egypt,  he  told  him,  that  un- 
less he  was  peculiarly  assisted,  his  steward  must  be 
heir  of  all  he  had.     To  prevent  that,   the  Lord  pro- 
mised to  do  sopet|)i9e  ^ hi m|a|dih^  should  have 
heirs  of  his  own/  This,  however,  ^ndt   being   very 
likely,  considering  his  advanced  age,  required  a  grand 
act  of  faith  to  believe  it,v"rW,hich  was  counted  to  him 
for  righteousness,''  which  is  the  basis  of  the  sublime 
doctrine  of  imputation,  so   highly  extolled,  by   the 
saints.     It  does  not'  app^r  tbkt  Sarai  tc^id^r^  this 
promise  as  applicable  to  her,   when  she  gave  her  wait- 
ing-woman Hagar  to  the  _patri§rch,  to  be  an  acting 
partner  in  the  holy  business.     It  was  some  time  after 
^e  birth  of  Ishmael  before  the  Lord  told  Sarai  that 
she  was  to  be  ^e  inotber  of  t^e  chosen  people  ^  but^so 
little  fkith  faad^e,  that  she  laughed  at, it.  i  During  <fbe 
time  the  holy  seed   was  m  embiryo^  ihe  patriarch' 
changed  his   quarters,    ^*  and'  sojourned  >  iii    Getstf" 
Here  again  the  charms  of  ^lovely  lians^  at  nioelyi 
attracted  the  heart  t^Abimelech,  king  of  tbel  counfty, 
tO'  wkom  Abram  told  the  same  story  »^  to  Pharaoh ; 
iMHt  the  Lcfti  undecdved  the  Idi^  Jh  aidream,  and 
*i/ also  8uffd:ed  him  not  ta  touch  her ; "-  so  there  was 
BO  harm  done.     This  a£^r,  however,  cbst  A4>imelech 
*^  sheep  and  oxeo,  and  men  servMits,  and  women  ser- 
vants,'^ touch  or  not,  besides^  a  thousand  pieces  of 
silver^  before  Abraham  <prayed;  and  the  Lord  healed 
Ai»Bidech,  i  asud  ■  removed   the  mysterious   piaidlock, 
whi<^  lie  had  clapped  x»n^  ^aU'  ttbe  wotobs-  in  -his  bouse, 
icft^^die  J»rth  of •  Isaac,  iSarafajooneeived  an.  antipathy 
altishknael,  and  desired  Abndiam  to  '*  caisthim  <>nt,'' 
w&]cii:he  was  notwilliBg.  to  do,  until  the.  Lordy  out^bf 
'  the  abuadaipee  of  his  tenidec  mercy,  ^vised  him  to 
comply  with  die -desire  of  ^scni^  stepmother,  Gen. 
xsL  1'3.# .  The  comphancei :  of  Abraham  ^w^  'perha|)8 
Uie  reason  why  the  iLord  tried  him  with  a  frolic  ratl^r 
serious.    The  command  toro£Sbr  uphills  son  Isaae  as  ft 
^ri6ce,  was  touching  parental  fefelin^iq  too  tender  a. 


point.    AUhcMiigh  th^  iicHon  of  Abrai|atn^a^«lH^1iltf ' 
loitldf^^  eiLtoll^  by  pnest9,  JL  can  sef^  nothing  in  it  but 
ad  dtltrag^  oft-ey^ry  feeiing. of  tb0 ^heart^  unwortbjp  of 
a <jod  to  jwOpose,  oi:  a  saiqt  to  comply  witb^i v i-h  ; irf 
,  The  patriarch  Is^aC  appears  to  haVP:  beeo  -a,  pJaiiC 
simpler  HiaRy  too  credulou^i  an4  oftenef  the  dupethaif^ 
thp. '  4eceiver  ^  although  he  attempted   a  fraud  upo#; 
Abinj^lecii  by  denying;  his  wife,  in  imi^tion  of  ht# 
father,:  yet  he ^ot  notbing  by  it.     Rebekab  and  Jaicob  '' 
hoth  impose^iOn  him  in  a  yery  gross^  mannerj  and  by 
the  superstition  in  which  he  was  bred,  ^e^<^4  ^cta'pi 
i)ijustice  which  his  heart  revolted  at.     : '  ,!  <     -  .  t?  1.^ 
5,'i^acob  was  always  a  tricky  rogue.     Th6  word  signir " 
fies  vtt  cheat.  ,  Esau  told  his  father  hfg;  was- rigbtl)!^ 
named.     Even:  before  he  was  bom,  •  **  he  took  his  brof 
tbcit  by  the, heel  in  the  womb,!  and  by  bis  strength  hfe 
had |>ower  with  God,'*  Hosea  xii.  2;  atfthe  time  <^ 
tbj^r  birth  he  did  the  same«  Geo.  xxv.  2^.     These 
gambols  are  unknown  in  modern  birtlis,  1>ut  who  can 
^ojQJb't  of  thefD  Fhea  they  h^v«  the  Lord  tp  attest  it:? 
■The  J^ai:gain  of  his  ibiiotber^s  birthright,  "which  he  go|  i 
such  a  luo^ping  p6Dny  worth  oi^  was  a  very  un&ii;tranii^ 
action.;  and jthe'  way  he  |»*ocured  his.^tb^r*s  bl6ssii^ 
by,  Si^  land  deceit,  {according  to  the  advice  of  his  o^ 
ther),  shewsi^tbat  the  saints  da  not-  scruple  to  cd>taiii I' 
their  ends  by  anyi  means.    It  must  be  o#n6d,  that  Ibe 
most  of  those  whom  the  church  has  placed/in  he^en 
ad  saints,  haye  been  the  great^^ffff  villains  ii»n  effftbr 
For  these,  tritck^  he  iwas  forced  to  gi^r  to  the  countiy  of 
Padan-aram  to  hfs  uncle:  L^ban,  'Vf^  beat  him  at  |^' 
o^^i  weaponsi '  and  put;  the  wrong  sister  to  bed  to  ImiEl ' 
on^v  the  wedding-night;    this  mistake  wastK^O^^^ 
easily  rec^^^ ,. ;  as  be  had  the  other  jat  the  «if^g^^^r!fiierl|^ 
service.  'Thur  the,ptariarch(bad  the  tw^  mii^9t^'-$0'' 
wFve^ j ;  and  their  twa  maids  for  concubines^  I ^whic^i^  : 
oui--(i|flys  wo\jld  oonst^Qte  th^  i^ioies  .qf  y^e^jtQly^'^ 
gan^y,^  ^ndac^itery;;  ail,  very  q^essary.ato  formth^ 
.cha;^cter<<rf  av  Jewish  saant.     The  knavish  ^^K^nle  Gf/ 
the^iizel.rodsi  by  which  he  got  tjiebestof  LtC&e^^'^ 
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caPR^f  ^PE»^ifo^fiffl!'^ieau<B^^  ram  nvcKDai'iiot^  nowftvcny 
iooc^dlftd^  wlft  aQjT  df  osr  swindlers,  'Ae'Lbiidiibt 
IdesMUg  tbem  the  esune  wa>f  as  he  did  Jdoofe.  These 
practices  replied  a  joiring  between  l»fn  and  \^  Mhef^o-^ 
l««r^;Tfho6e  service  he  tiieBsht  it  prudent'to  leave,  knd 
iMfi^^Kgfe  tkmy  usawares/^  Rae&el  ha^ng  6r8r  taken 
her  fether^s  ^^  aloDg  "With  her.  Kitowing  his '  base 
eoudyctto  &sa<ii,  «poiii  hisTetutii  ke  tlioijgh%  It  be^'to 
pacify  faiin  With  a  present,  which  lie  dispatched  befdre- 
htmd,  as  tie^feady'  feared  Esau's  T^seritment  of  his 
former  ktiavi^y^  The  ebntira^  betw^ii  the  <:hairaeteips 
of  the  two  brothers  is  ^%^g.  Jacob 'all  submisnon 
aifid  dissiitfulation :  Esaiii  ibrgi^ng,  opeii4iearted,  and 
gc^aerous;  Upon  his  settl^tneBt  in  Shechem,  the  yowag 
prince 'dflJie'eountfy  fell  in  love  with  his  dtnig^fter 
l>iB^,  with  whom  h&  had  an  amo^r,  and  Wanted  ix> 
many  her t^^ldiiSj  liowei^,  not  sirti^ing  Ja6oli^-^6tts, 
^tey  tiadTdbourse  to  a  seibeitae  Of  >bkick  tpeadhety,  pre- 
teo(^^- the  di«4)Onoiir  itw^uid  be  to  their  ^inil^  ibr 
their  «iiCer  to  marry  one  that  was  vnciTCCHBCffied ;'  tfcey 
pecsmded  If  aKkOr  aod  Sbei^^iein  to  comply  wi^  ^le 
ritev  whose^  example  vftis  Ibllowed  'by  idl  ;ih^  men  of 
lii^ity.  While  they  w^e  istifl  sore,  onthe  fihtrd  day^ 
Simeon  atid  Cevi  lieii  upon  than,  tnid  OHifde^ed  ttil  ute 
males,  aiade  their  wives  and  ^h#dren  pnsonersj  and 
i)dbb«d*aAd  pioneered  <^e  *who9e  ^&»wn. 
'  -  This  ac#dti  the  pMnarcfe  tegietliedj  as  it  would  mafi^ 
b!m«tiilk  among  fc  ightftntants  of  llie  ^cynn^v  who 
migiit^feil  upc«i  them,  -and  islay  tbeos,  %ie5ng  ^few  In 
liMber.  I  can  «ee  no  Teasdn  fer  liiis  feW*^  W  two 
mi^^^dofiild  Mi  aU  the  idhabkaiiteof  acifj^,  <lh^^v%o9e 
Amily  «oukl  'easily  dcffend  themsekes  a^hst  4  fe>w 
oeuAAIy  jpedpfte.'  ■  It  is  to  fee  'observed,^  tnM  It '  is  '&bb 
L^v^  me  IIkI  Japnsfa  t)e]!y  ch^e  1^  h^  tke  father  <^ 
bis«f«iytb«^j  in  wboi^  htstoi^thls  adioii  ^Il^ikie 
m  « Igem^  iSse  first  water,  f  ri  imitktidB  <^  Ciits  holy 
emmiple,  Ghaiferaagne  dndered  four  ihousaiid  Saxons 
te^  Iraptized,  and  then  "feeir  throats  to  be  «ttt. 
and'glorious  eBamples  of  Jjewishand  Chris- 
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tiaq  .pietjr !     Ot  peace  on '  earth,   and   g6dd>wijl  to 

Joshua,  the  successor  of  Moses,  was  anibthisr  great 
ikYOiiritei of  the  liOrd*s,  by  whose  adsistaticfe  he  uttierly 
destroyed  all  thcinhs^it^n^  of  Catiaaq  ;>  WhOy^  lieVe)^ 
theless,  still  coDtinuied  to  ^ive,  and  to  be  thortts  ilbfithfe 
side-  of  his  people.  Hte  hkd  tlie  address  td  ■  levfel  ihfe 
wallk  of  Jericho  by  ithe  blowing  of  ranSs^  hoitis,  i^d 
took  the  city  by  mere  noise;  which  it  is  well  he  did, 
forit  does  not  appear  he  had  iioui^ge  ol*  capacity  to 
take  it  in  the  commoik  method.  An  army  of  six  bti'n- 
dred  thousand  men  musthave  been  the greateSt<:^W^rd^ 
km  earth,  whose  "  hearts  melted  and  bec£iili(&'  <aB 
wati^,"  for  the  loss  Of  thirty-six  men,  (the  iiuml)^  thiit 
fell  Eejbre  Ai);  abd  th^ir  genial  a  mete  Bob^diIj>  to 
tear  his  clothes,  and  make  such  a  whining  priy^  as 
Jbsbusk  did,  for  so  tnflitig  a  lOsd.  The  Lord  upbretided 
J^oshua  for  thrs/pieceiof  meanness,  and  tol4  hitit  to  get 
Up  and  act  like  a  man;  ^ild  tiot  lie- with  his  fkce  iii  Ui0 
•dirt  lik^  k  pitiful  poltipn.  '' 

•      The  splendid  miracle*  of  stopping  the  oouiisd^^ioft^ 

'  Miracles  are^bf  two  kinds :  knock-down  mini^de8,aiitl|^ba^fe 
miracles.  The  kiioclt^lown  miracles  are  tliose  -which  the  Lord  ¥q^ 
ploys  to  kill  people  at  once;  snch  as  the  drowning  of  the  >OId 
World ;  the  desfrdctidn  of  Sodom  and  GmncHrrah  by  fire  from. Hea« 
vol ;  and  this  of  stoppings  the  coarse  of  the  son  and  momi,  to  affird  \ 
th^Jews  light  to  kiU  the  Canaanites.  The  probative  miracteiare  | 
tiiose  wliere  wonder  passes  for  aignment,  and  astonishment  serves  ior   '' 

demonstiation.    The  probative  miracle  in  theology  is  the  sattt^  as  an  \ 

experiment  in.natoral  philosophy  ;  it  is  the  miracle  itself  th^  jp  the     \ 
proof  of  the  doctrine,  not  the  history  of  a  iiii*i(ele, '  whiclt^t^o  | 
very  difllMi^  things.   .Wekttow'iv^lFetiariigh[itet'^th6i%:^'^0lt.  f   ^ 
sa^a  of  ^labdibods  told  and  written  every  dayy  btttiip  lun^  s^'Oiie  vF^ 
ndrade;  if,tl||en^e  weretodlowfhe  histdiy  of  amii^^  I 

-  weight  as  tiie  mi^cle  itself,  we  would  liric'  a  ndlHon  of  'cliu^'''to  / 
•on^  ifiat  we^ were; <mly proving  ohfe  ialsehbbd  by  iinofii^;  -fit^iSlA-  \ 

'  logy;  ^le^re,  the  mitacle  miisf  alwiay^  tie  Tep«(t^,  pr  t1t^^d(i|jti$|ie  ' 
« can  never  iKt  proved  I  as  in  philosophy,  the  expert]^  ^      ^f 

;  be  performed,  or  the  conclijisidn  can  never  be  mild^^^^^in>i^($e 
'  ptipil  iiistructed.    If  "  G6d*s  ways  be  all  ^q^,^  tt^Bi^iifty^rf^- 

-  one  the  evidence  of  a  miracle  fbr  his  <9)hvictiinr,  tod'^**^"*^"^"*^ 
-^no  in«K  but  only  a  «torjr  iboiit  (MUi. 

I  stnmgly  snspect  that  it  is  infidelity  and' wsQlt'of  ikidr^ 
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sun  and  moon,  stiqking  one  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  and 
making  the  other  shine  in  the  valley,  was  a  very  fextra^ 
prdinary  achievements  :  The  priesthood  have*  of  iate 
fallen  out  about  this  mirack,  one  party  thinkbig  it 
.much  too  bulky  for  even  fsath  itself  :to  swallow,  would 
-rather  convert  it  into  a  bad  poetic  fiction,  while  the 
other  adhere  tenaciously  to  the  truth    of  the  -feet; 
which  last  bpinion  we  would  rather  choose  "to  follow. 
.To  stop  the  course  of  these  immense  globes,  and^un- 
;hinge  all  nature,  for  this  purpose  of  giving  a  little 
Jonger  light  to  a  Jewish  brigand,  and  his  banditti  to 
^ob  and  plunder  the  defenceless  people  of  Canaan,  is 
;So  consistent  with  infinite  goodness  and  meiccy,  tiiat 
none  but  the, most  hardened  infidels  doubt  it.     How-< 
(ever,  if  the  sun  was  made  to  stand  still  upon  Gibedn, 
-I  can  see  no  reason  why  the  moon  might  not  have 
;been  suffered  to  go  abput  her  business,  the  lig^t  of  the 
isun  being  generally  sufficient  for  all  our  occasions.     I 
apprehend  that  it  was  not  our  present  ^un  and  moon 
that  were  thus  stopped,  but  a  pair  the  Lord  had  lent 
J<9sbua  for  the  Occasion.    I  hope  that  commentators 
will  adopt  this  explication,  which  will  save  them  much 
trouble  when  they  come  to  manufacture  this  passage  in 
future.         ^iW  ,  ,    , 

The  Lord  haimany  times  helped  the  fair  sex  at  a  dead 
hit.    Ladies  who  could  not  be  m^e  pregnant  by  hu- 


■■  yemts  the  repetition  of  miracles  in  our  times.    We  know  very  well 
that  every  true  believer  can  cast  out  devils*  speak  all  languages  with- 

.  out  having  learnt  any,  take  up  serpents,  drink  any  deadly  thing 
wi^out  hurt,  lay  hands  on  the  sick  and  recover  them.  These  are 
the  very  signs  and  criteria  which  follow  them  that  believe,  so  that 
nothing  can  be  more  common,  if  it  were  not  eidier  carelessness  or 

.  want  of  faith.  The  saints  of  old  were  perfect  adepts  at  the  working 
of  miracles;  Elijah  could  rain  fire  from  Heaven  whenever  he  pleased, 

.  Uie  same  as  if  he  had  a  Mount  Etna  of  his' own  in  the  sdr;  others 
'l  had  bears  and  lions,  as  ready  to  worry  those  Aat  a£fipoiit^  them  as  if 
tbey  had  been  driving  a  caravan  of  wild  beasts.     As  for  a  whale  gob- 
bling up  a  prophet,  and  keeping  him  a,  day  or  two  in  hi»  beUy,  iti^  a 

.WMi^fai^of  a  miracle.  ,  vih^^i^ii  it  ii^d*  1k>H^^  vf^fito^^ 
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irife.  mlaiis,  Tiaive  W&Bi  ^appHy  ifi^iSjJ  'Bfep^o^ 
seeking  the  Lord  ;  of  which  number  was  the  mo*^. 
Iher  of  Satnuel.  It  seems  the  Lord,  for  some  unknown 
reascHi,  had  shut  up  her  womb  ;  this  circumstance  so 
grievously  afflicted  the  gbod  woman j  that  she  was 
continually  in  tears  about  it ;  until,  by  an  extraordi^^- 
nary  fit  of  devotion,  she  got  so, far  into  his  good 
graces,  that  "  Elkanah  knew  his  wife,  and  the  Lord 
remembered  her;"  by  this  means  the  great  prophet' 
Samuel  was  begot.  The  Lord's  method  of  opening 
and  shutting  wombs  would  be  a  curious  subject  for' 
commentators  to  clear  up.  ^' 

Samuel  was  from  his  ififmcy  initiated  in  all  the  mys^'* 
teries  of  the  prie^ood,  and  commenced  prophet  at  a 
very  early  age.     The  first  time  we  hear  of  him  acting 
as  a  magistrate,,  is  when  he  judged  the  children  of  Is^ 
rael  in  Mizpeh  ;  the  Philistines,  taking  advantage  of 
this  assemblage,  attacked  them ;  but  Samuel,  by  offer- 
ing a  sacrifice,  and  crying  unto  the  Lord,  procured 
a  great  thunder-storm  to  be  sent  upon  them,  which  piit 
them  entirely  to  the  route.       **  And  -they  came  no 
more  into  the  coast  of  Israel:  and  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  against  the  Philistines  all  the  daysof  Sanauel.**' 
Yet  we  find  them  in  the  land  many  times  after  thisV 
even  in  the  days  of  Samuel.     See  1  Sam.  xiti.     We 
are  told  chap.  vii.  15,  **  that-  Samuel  judged  Israel  stH 
the  days  of  his  life  f  we  are  also  assured,  chap.  yiii. 
"  When  Samuel  was  4>Td,  ^hat  he  made  his  sons  judges 
over.  Israel/'     And  they  were  deposed  from  their 
oflice,    and  a  rnqnaichy  estabhshed,     because  th^' 
**  turlied  ^ide.  after  lucre,  and  took  bribes,  and  pe?^* 
verteid  judgment;" "    Besides,  it  doth  not  appear  thskt-    . 
SamM'was  an  old  man  when  Saul  was  paade  knig,-^ • 
he  lived  during  the  most  of  thiat  prince's  reighi'-'^'^^*  4 

iThese  seeming  contradictions  have  proved  a  stua*^  l: 
bling.  block  to  those,  who  trust  to  the  light  of  cariiElli  I 
reason,  to  guide  them  in  their  scriptural  researchei^^'  j 
but  it.  is  to  be/  observed,  that  a  thing  may  be  falsfe^itt-;"  \. 
pl^k^phy  and  yet  a  divine  truth. .  If.  it  were  affirfiaed,-    [ 


68  STHCprap5SO!f  jraSUyES 

that  twdrah3?lwo  ii^^ifou  aiftd  ^t  tli^;  Jjgaoe  time  do 
not  make  four ; ,  ttial;'  a ;  thing  can  be  and  liot  be,  at  the 
same  time;  that  the  whole  is  gceater  than  a;  part,-and 
that  a. part  is  as  gqeat  a^.th^  whole  ;  these  propositions 
T>?oyld,be  Gontradjctions  in  science  ;  but  if  they;  were 
i:eviealed  in  an  infallible  book»  they,  would  thW  be  no- 
longer  real,  bqt  pqly  seeming  'contradicti<>ns.  This  is; 
t})e  (Qost  appcoyed  method  that  commentators  have  yet 
discovered  of  answering  infidds.  ^^ 

1  Whatever  might  be  the  manner  of  Samuel's  judging, 
<*  the  naturQ.  of  his  prophetic  powers,  he  haia  proved 
no  bad  'prophet  of  the  manner ,of  a  king,  chap.  viii. 
as  eveiyione  who  ha^  the  happiness  to  live  tinder  the 
government  of  those  blessings  to  society  ivitl  most 
readily  ^How,  Samuel,  though  he  judged  Israel,  and 
went  a  circuit)  to  Bethel,  Gilgal,  and  All^peb,  yet  it 
doth  not  aippear  he  was  known  for  any  more  than  a 
sjoiple  map  pf  Qod  in;  the  land  of  Zupl^  who  would 
give  inteUigenqe  coiacerning  stray  cattle  for  small  gra- 
tuities. J;t  was  at,a  feast  in  this  place  that  Saniuel  dis- 
Qpvered  Saul  tp  be-  a  proper  person  for  being  at king^;  at 
least  the  Lord  told  Samuel  so,  in  the  ear,  a  day  before<; 
audit  }9  very  likely  that  Samuel,  who  wanted  to  judge 
Isj^ael  in  reality  all. the  <^ays  of  his  life,  thought  Saul  a 
fit  person  pn.if^om  to  confer  the  mock  shew  of  royalty, 
s^d  humour  the  populace.  j;u  J  "  .■;/ .qirh -iO,  c/i 
Saul,  hoi^ever^  disappointed  both;  their expectatkxs^i ' 
fprthpugh  the  Lord  "  turned  him  into  another  mim," 
and  9iade  him  a  present  of  an<>ther3ieart,  k'ndleii^  him 
his  spirit,  and  also  made  him  a  prophet,:  chap;  s;.  yet 
it 'was  not  long:  beibre  Sai4  acted  foolisfaLy)  iand  the 
]^^4  had  tp  seek  him  a  man  after  his' own  he^  chap. 
3qii..l3r  and  by  his  mercy  to  Agag,  *'  it  repented  the 
Lord  that  he  had  made  him  king  ;*'  yet  1  Chion.  x. 
If,^ye9  as  the  only  reason  for  turalngthekiBsdom  to 
Dayi^,  the  affair  of  the  witch  <tf  Endor.  He  tterefore 
took  his  spirit  irom  him,  which  he  Imd  so  kindly  lent, 
af)4  sent  him  an  evil  one  in  its  place*'  Chap;  xvi.  V4ti 
To. wnvince. the  people  of  the  tender  mercie^ , oiJS^ii 

MM.  ,  .  ..  _j.j^ 
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Lord,  to  shew  the  benevolent  ,affeotions  of  piritfi6t3  and 
prophets^  and  that  it  was  nomorethan  a  tnock  nioniai^h 
he  intended  should  reign^  Saiaud  took  atid^^*^ii<6^v(ed 
Agag  in  pieces  before  the  Lord  in  Giigal.)  'Stlifia^^ 
now  came  no  more  to  see  6anl,  Until  f^e  day  bf^hfi 
death  V  Nevertheless,  he  went  privately  to  Dsi^d 
and  anodnted  him  king,  Who  turned  put  iabetter'ifri^nd^ 
to  priests  and  prophets  than  Saui;  We  heai^  very  liltl^ 
of  Samuel  aft6r  tijis,  but  that  he  dtedi  **  andallth^lsf 
melites  were  gathered  together,  and  latnented  hii)i,  latid 
buried  him  in  his  house  at  Ramah.  'And  David  int>se 
and  went  downto  the.  wilderness  of  Parafl|/*'A"ji!aiiii 
proof  that  Samuel  was  a  promoter  of  the  seditioos  and 
treasonable  views  of  David.-  .     'l-^^f^:>ji^^^*a^ 

♦(The  feteofpoc»  Saul  waisv^ry  hard.    The  Phills- 
tinesy  his  constant  enemies,    were  now  gathered  tb- 
gether,  and .  their  force  was  suchv  that  6e  **  gWartly 
trembled. .  And  when  Ss^ul  enqtiiredc^^thei  Lord^^the 
Lord  answered.  |iim  not^'neitber  by  dri^atnS^'  nor 'by 
IHimi  nor.  by;  ,prof]fcet8i^  '  Chap,  xxvia.  6,'-he  Was 
therefore  undgrtlieiiecesstty  of  having  tditx>^FSi3tb'th^ 
witch  of  EhdoPi;    The  JLord's  othfer  way-of>ti^lliftg  the 
stiory  '^Sets  a  little  ironi'thi» ;  it  wiEte  b^atid^' hV  as^eid 
^VcounseLof  one'  thsit  had  a>famiiiati{^rity  t^'^^iilfe 
of  it,  aadedquireidnapt  iof  tiib  Lovd  t  fh<|r€]^^ii^  slew 
himi*-'  i'Ghion*  Xi   U^^^  Tbir  diflferenc^^is'l'b^  small 
momentj  altbough  one  place  says  U^'  '^^  etkjuired/df  the 
Lord,^'  and  the othei^  that  be  "  euqhired^f bot-of '  the 
LoFd:'*  ^qse  who  have  fait^  can  b<eiicive1)bth  Wil4'the' 
utmost  facility;    Th&wit^fa^Df'J^adOr^  by  theiaft^^iice^ 
of  ihor^'art^  was.  succe^sfel  in  raising'Samci^l >oaldf  &6 ' 
earth,  to  give  advice  to  Saul  upon  this  tryingoccasion j^ 
bat  the  information  \«^  of  so  unpleasant  a'nature,  that 
Saul  fainted,    and  became  tolpUy  unfit  for ^actioil. 
*j ,  When  doctors  differ,  v^  shall  decide ^'^    Pr»^£s,' 
ba^  MeD  but  abcmt  thiastoQf,;^^^^^^^^^^ 
tc>  be  Sai^4i,.'a^siiihipj;  th^  t^"pjP^|i4t 'f^ 

t^(^Qtne;,i  alarming  It  to  he.  ^mueltnpiropnapevsemiii 
.j^  must  therefore  leave  it  to  the  elect  to  b^K^vfe'^Kidi* 
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of  the  ways  they  choose,  or  them  both,  if  ithey  be  so 

ioclined.    It  is  to  be  observed,  that  it  is  Samuel  him- 
self who  i¥rites  the  story  (acc<»ding  to  the  deteitnina- 

tioQ  of  the  church)  with  many  others  of  a  similar  stamp,, 

equally,  amusing  aad  divertiiig^*«l<-tji!^s©*c»i^*»*ii>  man 

UiWe  come  now  to  the  very  climax  of  ssuntship,  to 

holy  David,  a  king  and  a  saint,   and  a  man  after  God's 

own  heart,^  whose  conduct  we  ought  to  be  very  cau- 
tious in  scrutinizing,  it  being  long-  held  impeccable 
both  by  the  Lord  and  the  church,  except  in  the  matter 
of  Uriah  the  Hittite  ;  which  matter,  as  it  is  given  up 
to  the  mercy  of  the  pro&ne  by  both,  we  shall  say 
nothiiig,  of  not  choosing  to  insult  a  ^en  foe,  or  attack 
,  a  defenceless  post.  The  first  of  David's  exploits  in  story 
is  his  killing  of  Goliah,  the  Philistine  giant  and  chmn- 
pion,  by ,  a  lucky  blow  with  a.  stone.  This  we  allow 
to  be  a  very  galliant  and  splendid  achievement,  for  which 
he  had  the  promise  of  the  king's  daughter  to  wife ;  but' 
Saul  being  much  chagrined  at  the  applause  bestowed^ 
by  the  women  upon  David's  bravery,  was  rather  tardy 
In  thefulfilmont  of  it.  He  therefore  judged  it  best,  to 
put  him  upon  his  mettle,  and  required,  as  a  farther  qua«^^ 
lificatioD  for  the  proposed  houour,  that  he  would  bring 
him  an  hundred  foreskins  of  the  Philistines  ;  this  our 
hero  gallantly  performed,  by  bringing  double  the  num- 
ber in  full  tale.  A  curious  and  most  extraordinary 
spectacle  it  must  undoubtedly  have  been,  to  see  the 
Royal  Psalmist  devoutly  employed  in  flaying  the  fallen 
members  of  the  dead  Philistines,  and  gravely  stringing 
them  on  a  piece  of  packthread,  to  bind  round  his  ten^^ 
pies  in  form  of  a  civic  crown,  or  to  wear  them  over  hJH* 

,f  AaEngiiGli  divine  hatii  the  UXk/mag  comment  on  this  title  of 
David  :-rr"  I^yid  was  a  man'after  God's  own  heart,  not  in  holiness, 
tiiat  IB  not  meant;  for  Jaesides  adnltery,  and  murder,  his  many  other' 
s&M,  as  cnising  his  enemies  to  the  pit  of  H^Il,  is  nnaccooatable :  ,but 
after  God's  own  heart  is  a  Hebraism,  and  in  English  sighifies  as  mndh 
as  fa  maa^for  my  torn.]  He  will  kill  and  slay  as  the  priest  ctHnmaiidfl 
and  |£i«ct8.*'--fiickenngill  on  Priestcraft.  W 
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shoulder  like  a  ^ish;    thiis  aoccmtred  to  enter  tb6 
royal  presence,  or  to  pay  his  devoirs  to  his  mbtressi 

This  marris^y  ]K>wever,  had  nc^  the  desired  efifect  of 

conciliating  matters ;  for  whatever  was  the  cause,  Saul 

was  exasperated  more  and  naore  against  Davidf  until  he 

was  obliged  to  fly  the  court.  ^ 

mrlt  is  to  be -recollected,  that  the  prophet  Samuel  had 

privately  anointed  David  as  successor  to  the  kingdom, 
previous  to  his  appearance  at  court.  Upon  the  break- 
ing out  of  this  rupture,  David  immediately  set  out  to 
his  old  friend  Samuel,  atNaioth  in  Ramah,  who  was 
then  busily  employed  in  training  the  young-  prophets 
for  service.  Saul  sent  messengers  to  apprehend  Da- 
-v^,  who  were  immediately  seized  with  the  mania  c$ 
prophesying  until  he  came  himself,  when  the  disorder 
infected  him  so- violently,  that  he  stript  off  his  clothes, 
and  prophesied  naked  a  night  and  a  day. 

We  have  no  clue  to  unravel  the  nature  of  prophes/- 
ings ;  the  Lord  has  left  them  in  utter  darkness,  that 
priests  may  find  employment  in   guessing  what  they 
might  be  about.     Inspiration  proceeds  by  fits  and  starts, 
and  by  no  means  is  tied  down  to  the  rules  of  composi- 
tion.    The  Pythia  of  Delphos,   and  the  Urim  and 
Thummimof  Judea,  spoke  equally  dark  and  unintelli- 
gible enigmas.    After  this,  David,  being  sdone,  and 
also  in  company  with  young  men,  called  at  Nob  to  see 
his  Mend  Ahimelech  the  priest,  and  get  some  provi- 
sion,   who  consented  to  give  him   the  consecrated 
bread,  provided  the  young  men!  had  at  least  kept  thietn-  j 
selves  froni  women,  when  it  happily  turned  out  tliit' 
they  had  abstai nedr  for  three  days.    The  priests  of  Nob,  i 
however,  paid  dear  for  their  hospitality.     David  now 
wandered  up  and  down  the  country  with  a  band  of 
600  vagrants  and  malcontents  at  his  heels,  collecting 
provisions  from  the  country  people ;  or  to  use  a  Scots 
law-phrase,  "  went  a  sorning,*^  sending  young  men  with 
a  piolite  message,  and  a  deal  of  compUments,  givii^  at 
,  the  sam^  tij0ie  a  broad  bint,  if  refused  his  demandsj^  he 
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wcniW  '^«mite^v^g?^3EHiethat  ptseie^  againat itbet^l/' 

b^nextimimiiig.  ■  :■  7)^  ■'- i    ■:■?;  '■  1  v>  ,-;■-:  .^  :  ',  ..  •■-: 

- .  iFhiiSrW^  ;the  way  he  served  Nabal  theJGaimelite, 

wliel>eiogacbuQ try. down,  gave  his youi^^en.a  very 

if^l^erept  Inception.;  which^^o  incensed;  David,  that 

he  and  his  band  were  on  theroad-to  payNabala  vfeiy 

tiQtv^lcome  visit,;bad  not. i^iid  wife*  met. him  with  a 

Ji^udsojxfepi^eseRt,  being  infohhed.of  his  jntentions  by 

x)tie.df  the  young  /men :  this  mollified  our  incensed 

ii.erfti  so  that  he  received  the  present,  and  also  ".ac^ 

cepted  her  pereonl"     When,  Abigail  Tetoraed  home^ 

>lie  found  :Nabal  in  his  oupsi  ;so  did  not  think  iproper 

•tOinfoFok^hini  of  what  passed  between  her.  and  David 

^hi^  night ;  but  next  morning,  by  what  she  told  him, 

■artd  what  he -probably  guessed,'  '*  his  heart:died  withip 

))iail),9Qd  he  becaine  as  a  stone;**'   Ten  days  after  this 

the  Lord  smote  tlie  churlish  clo^ni  and  he  died,  to  the 

JBtttuai -content  of  holy  David  and  Mrs*  Abigail,  who, 

Old  doubt,  thanked  the  LonS  fa£  his  great  kindniess  ! 

V  Dsvidfs  3£&i{S  turning  critical,  he  thought  it  pru- 
,dent:tb;  emigrate  to  Gcatfa,  and.  put  himself  under. the 
•pm^ection  of  Achish,  who  gave  him  Ziglag  for  an  asy- 
lum; where,  instead ^f. cultivating  the. arts  of  peace, 
^iuiattending  to  coiintry  affairs,  his  trade  was  to  rob 
iaad  .murder  the   Geshurites,  the  >  Gezentes,  and  the 
dAmsdekites;  pretending  to  Achish  he  was  making  in- 
-ioods  into  bis  own  country ;  for,  "  he  saved  neither 
Jsiaa  nor  woman  alive  to  brifag  tidings  to  Gath/* 
WinxideTi  robbery,  .and  ialsehood,  ma:ke  but  a  small 
li^ck  in  the  character  of.  a.  saint,  who  h  ^^  a  man 
Met  '.GodjS  own  heart  i"    could  the  priesthood   fix 
vcrimbs  likfe  these  on  Atheists  or  Infidels,  they  would 
-flhen  b'e  termed  the  greatest  of  human  atrocities,  but 
;fwben:kcted  within  the  pale  of  the  church,  it  is  an  in- 
;&iMble  fflgn  of  grade,  for  "  Tdiere  sin  abounds,  grace 
i^ollii  much  more  abound." 

i  i  ;'Hie  ;war  which  broke  out  between  the  Philistines 
tafad^ihalsiraelites  gave  David  a.  fresh  opportunity  of 
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displaying  his  saint-like  behaviour,  who  offered. hims^ 
as  a  volunteer  to  go  and  fight  against  his  country :  but 
the  other  Philistine  chiefs,  having  no  such  confidence 
in  hinoi  as  Achish,  refused  to  accept  the  services  of  so 
dangerous  an  ally.  He  was  forced  to  turn  back, 
1  Sam.  xxix.  David's  hypocrisy  was  equal  to  his 
other  holy  qualities;  upon  the  defeat  of  the  Israehtish 
army,  and  the  death  of  Saul  and  his  sons  in  battle,  he 
pretended  the  deepest"  sorrow,  and  no  less  than  com* 
posed  an  elegy  for  them.  David  now  changed  his 
plan  of  operations,  "  he  enquired  of  the  Lord,  saying, 
shall  I  go  up  into  any  of  the  cities  of  Judah  ?  and  the 
Lord  said  unto  him,  Go  up ;"  When  by  stratagems  of 
one  kind  or  other  he  got  himself  anointed  king  of 
Judah.  During  his  reign  over  Judah,  which  was 
seven  years  and  six  months,  a  <jivil  war  was  carried  on 
between  the  two  houses  of  Saul  and  David ;  but  *'  th^ 
house  of  Saul  grew  weaker  and  weaker,"  until  two 
villains,  by  a  grand  act  of  treason,  .murdered  Ishbo- 
sheth,  which  put  an  end  to  the  contest. 

.Dayid  now  arrived  at.  the  zenith,  of  power.  He 
was  anointed  king  over  all  Israel  in  Hebron,  by  the 
elders  of  the  people.  He  was  not  lopg  settled  in  the 
government,  when  he  *'  gathered  together  all  th<6 
chosen  men  df«  Israel,  thirty  thousand, '  to  bring  up 
the  ark  of  the  Lord  from  Kirjath-jearim,  besides  a 
goodly  company  of  priests  and  fiddlers.  David 
thought,  no  doiibt,  by  this  splendid  show  to  impress 
.the  people  with  sentiments  of  his  extraordinary  piety  t 
an  accident,  however,  discovered  his  true  motives, 
which  suflSciently  unveils  his  hypocrisy  to  us.  It 
happened  that  Uzzah,  one  of  the  drivers,  took  hold  of 
the  ark,  to  prevent  its  falling,  as  the  oxen  shook  the 
cart.    This  action  of  Uzzah's,  however,  not  pleasing 

the  Lord,  he  smote  him,  "  for  his  error ;  and  there  hb 
died  by  the  ark  of  God,"  2  Sam.  vi.  7.  But  I  Chron. 
XV.  13,  says,  the  reason  of  his  smiting  Uzzah  was  be- 
cause the  Levites  did  not  carry  it,  as  it  was  their  duty 
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t^  have  done.*  I^  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  Lord 
to  smite  one  pierson  for  another's  feuit ;  by  which  he 
proves  himself  a  God  of  justice  and  equity. .  It  is 
upon  this  sublime  principle  that  Christianity  is  founded. 
David  finding  that  there  was  smiting  going  on,  grew 
displeased,  and  being  afraid  of  the  Lord,  determined 
not  to  carry  it  a  foot  further;  he  wheeled  about,  and 
left  it  at  the  house  of  Obed-edom,  where  it  abode 
three  months.  "  And  it  was  told  king  David,  saying, 
the  Lord  hath  blessed  the  house  of  Gbed-edom,  and 
all  that  pertained  unto  him,  because  of  the  ark.**  Al- 
though David  would  have  no  concern  with  the  ark, 
when  there  were  smiting  in  the  case,  he  no  sooner 
heard  there  were  blessings  •  to  be  had  by  keeping  it, 
than  he  flew  with  all  speed,  and  took  it  from  poor 
Obed-edom,  who  might  have  made  his  fortune,  if  he 
had  been  allowed  to  keep  it  a  little  longer.  The  carry- 
ing of  it  now  was  not  entrusted  to  profane  hands,  but 
solely  confided  tp  the  sanctified  fingers  of  the  Levites, 


here  is  something  singular  in  the  history  of  the  ark.  The 
■  people  of  Bethshemesh,  notwithstanding  the  joy  they  expressed 
when  they  first  sav  it,  wanted  to  get  rid  of  it  as  fast  as  possible. 
*C4^nd  the  men  of  Bethsfaemesh  said,  who  is  able  to  stand  before 
this  Hdy  Lord  God?  and  1t6  whom  shall  he  go  up  from  us  ?"  1  Sioa. 
▼i.  2Q.  Yes,  after  smiting  50,070  men,  he  and  his  ark  might  go 
where  they  pleased.  They  accordingly  sent  nlessengeis  to  the  men 
of  Kirjath-jearim  to  come  and  fetch  it  away,  which  they  did,  vihere  it 
lay  nieglected,  without  any  one  caring  about  it,  1  Ghron.  xiii.  3,  fot 
twenty^  years,  according  to  ISam.  vii.'  2;  but  as  this  tiansiEicfiOB 
must  have  taken  place  previous  to  Saul's  accession  to  the  tlirone,  and 
his  reign  was  forty  years,  aiid  David  only  brought  it  away  after  he 
ascended  the  throne  of  fi$L  Israel,  it  must  have  remained  near  fif^ 
fsxiA  in  Kirjath-jearim.  We  see  that  the  smiting  of  50,070  men 
made  the  men  o£  Bethshemeshcall  him  Holy  Lord  God ;  and  it  Iub 
because  the  histoiy  is  stu£Ped  with  blunders  and  contiadictions,  that 
we  term  it  Holy  Writ !  When  ^olomoti  lodged  the  ark  in  the  tem- 
ple, all  the  precious  ware  it  co^tiained  was  only  the  two  tables  oS 
stone,'!  Kii^  viii.  .9.  T  Chron.  y.  10,  .aldiongh  Auron  had  put  np  a 
pot  of  manna  along  with  them.  In  St.  Paul's  time  it  contained  a 
golden  pot  with  manna,  and  Aaron's  rod  that  budded,  besides  the 
two  tables.  Heb.  ix.  4. 
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who  brought  it  'safe'home  without  any  further  accideBt. 
David  played  a  priacipal  character  in  this  second  |nro- 
cession ;  he  danced  and  leaped  "  before  the  Lord  with 
all  his  might/'  in  such  indecent  and  obscene  attitudes, 
uncovering  himself  "  as  one  of  the  vain  fellows  shame^ 
lessly  uncovereth  himself,'*  that  he  gave  great  o£^nce 
to  his  wife  Michal,  who  reproved  him  for  such  scan- 
dalous behaviour ;  but  she  might  have  spared  herself 
the  pains,  for  David  told  her  "  he  would  be  more  vile 
than  thus,  and  base  in  his  own  sight :  and  of  the  maid- 
servants, whom  she  bad  spoken  of,  of  them  should  he 
be  had  in  honour."    This  story  contains  a  beautiful 
picture  of  true  religion,  piety,  and  decency  lA^/f  * ' 
David,  finding  there  were  blessings  to  be  got  by  the 
possession  of  the  ark,   thought  it  would  be  no  bad 
scheme  to  build  a  house  for  the  Lord  ;  but,  though  he 
*'  was  with  him  whithersover  he  went,"  yet^  having 
"shed  blood  abundantly,"  he  would  not  suffer  him  to 
build  a  house  to  his  name.     A  piece  of  great  incon^ 
sistencv  in  the  Lord,   who  is  God  of  battles !  and 
**  who  makes  the  fowls  drunk  with  the  blood  of  princes." 
David,  however,   drew  out  a  plan  of  the  building, 
and  prepared  vast  matmals  ;  be  also  lefb  Solomon  one 
hundred  thousand  talents  of  gold,    and  one  million 
talents  of  silver  ;   1  Chron.  xxii.  14  ;  besides  this  he 
gave,   as  a  private  donation,    three  thousand  talents 
of  gold,   and  seven  thousand  talents  of  silver ;   the 
princes  of  Israel  also  made  a  collection  of  five  thousand 
talents  and  ten  thousand  drams  of  gold,  and  ten  thou- 
sand talents  of  silver,    eighteen  thousand  talents  of 
brass,  and  one  hundred  thousand  talents  of  iron,  cliap. 
xxix.  4, 7 ;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  seven  hundred  and 
eighty  millions  sterling.     The  Lord  must  undoubtedly 
have  given  David  the  most  of  this  sum  out  of  bis  in- 
exhaustible treasure  ;  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that 
robbing  a  few  Gezerites,  Geshurites,  or  4^malekites, 
could  produce  mucb^  money.  ,  There  is  not  so  much  6n 
the  face  of  the  earth ;  but  the  stories  related  in  a  divine 
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history  must  ferexcee3^  the  bounds  of  credibility,  op 
else  they  could  have  no  attractions  for  faith. 

David,  when  an  exiled  vagrant,  used  to  subsist  by' 
robbery  and  murder  ;  now  that  he  is  raised  to  the  re- 
gal dignity,  practises  cruelty,  and  injustice  by  legal 
methods,  and  murders  people  by  geometrical  rules,  and 
with  mathematical  precision.  "  And  he  smote  Moab, 
and  measured  them  with  a  line,  casting  them  down  to 
the  ground  :  even  with  tv/o  lines  measured  he  to  put 
to  death,  and  with  one  full  line  to  keep  alive ;  and  so 
the  Moabitea  became  David's  servants,  and  brought 
gifts,"  2  Sam.  ii.  2.  tVho  could  reftise  presents  to  a 
prince  of  such  unbounded  clemency  ? 

Unfortunately  the  number  of  those  who  hated  him 
without  a  cause  were  more  than  the  hairs  of  his  head  ; 
and,  poof  man,  he  was  sometimes  forced  to  restore 
that  which  he  took  not  away.*    Psal.  Ixiv.  4. 

David  in  warring  with  Hadadezer  king  of  Zobah, 
i^took  fiom  him  one  thousand  chariots,  seven  hundred 
horsemen,  and  twenty  thousand. footmen  ;  he  houghed 
all  the  chariot  horses,  except  so  many  as  would  serve 
for  one  hundred  xhariots,  he  likewise  slew  of  the 
Syrians,  who  were  the  allies  of  Hadadezer,  twenty-two 
thousand  ;  i^t  another  smiting  in  the  valley  of  Salt  he 
slew  eighteen  thousand  Syrians  more,  2  Sam.  chap^ 
viii.  At  another  time,  (for.tbe  inspired  historian  dis- 
dains every  thing  that  looks  like  chronology,)  "  David 
slew  the  men  of  seven  hundred  chariots  of  the  Syrians, 
and  forty  thousand  horsemen,"  chap.  x.  18.  The 
books  of  Chronicles  differ  in  these  articles,  1  CHron. 
xviii.  4,  magnifies  the  number  of  horsemen  taken  from 
Hadadezer  to  seven  thousand,  and  calls  them  eighteen 
thousand  Edoraites,  whom  Abishai  slew  in  the  valley 
of  Salt ;  the  Hebrew  title  of  the  Ixth  Psalm  makes  them 


*  We  are  not  able  to  comprehend  how  a  person  can  "  restore  that 
Whick  be  took  not  f way  ;'V  it  is  truly  enigm^ical 
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only  twelve  thousand  Edomites  whom  Joab  slew ; 
chap.  xix.  18,  calls  them  forty  thonsand  footmen, 
whom  Efevid  slew.  A  few  jamtigs  in  an  infallible 
book  establishes  its  divine  original  beyond  a  doubt,, 
because  the  writers,  according  to  the  logic  of  the  church, 
could  not  lie  by  consent !  ^^ 

Undoubtedly  this  is  one  of  the  best  arguments  tlie  • 
church  is  in  possession  of;  nothing  can  be  moreob-  [ 
vious.  That  the  God  of  truth,  who  knoweth  all  ] 
things,  should  inspire  different  writers,  to  tell  the  same  [ 
story  different  ways,  so  as  to  contradict  each  other;  : 
and  thus  prevent  all  suspicion  of  lying.  It  is  sur-  i 
prising  that  infidels  should  remain  blind  to  the  force  of  \ 
this  argument.  :  ;        { 

David  was  now  warmly  employed  in  smiting  and 
slaying  his  neighbours,  although  the  Lord  "  had  given 
him  rest  round  about  from  all  his  enemies.*'  When  he 
took  Rabbah,  he  was  very  ingenious  at  contriving  new 
methods  of  torture  for  the  unfortunate  inhabitants. 
"  And  he  brought  forth  the  people  that  were  therein^ 
and  put  them  under  saws  and  under  harrows  of  iron, 
and  under  axes  of  iron,  and  made  them  pass  thfi^ugh 
the  brick  kiln  :  and  thus  did  he  unto  all  the  cities  of 
the  children  of  Ammon,"  2  Sam.  xii.  31.  This  con- 
duct is  entirely  comformable  to  the  character  of  those 
who  are  under  the  influence  of  the  true  religion.  The 
tree  is  known  by  its  fruit. 

"  Then  there  was  a  famine  in  the  days  of  David  > 
three  years,  year  after  year,  and  David  enquired  of  f 
the  Lord.  And  the  Lord  answered,  it  is  for  Saul  and  [ 
for  his  bloody  house,  because  he  slew  the  Gibeonites,*'  \ 
2  Sam.  xxii  I .  If  we  were  to  judge  of  this  history  by  f 
the  same  rules  that  we  judge  of  other  histories,  we  f 
might  very  possibly  conclude,  that  this  enquiring  of  ^ 
the  Lord,  and  the  answer  the  Lord  gave,  was  nothing  [ 
more  than  a  base  juggle  between  the  priests  and  David,  I 
in  order  to-palliate  the  murder  of  Saul's  innocent  de- s 
scendants.     But,  being  under  no  snch  carnal  dWiga^  I 
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1  tions,  we  shall  proceed  upon  the  same  divine  prin'ci- 
/  pies  as  the  history  is  wrote  on.  * 

It  is  a  thing  indubitably  certain,  that  no  roan  is 
t  chargeable  with  the  actions  of  another,    over  whom 
\  be  has  no  controul.     For  the  Lord,   therefore,  to  send 
a  famine  on  the  Israelites,  in   the  days  of  David,  for 
the  actions  of  Saul,  must  be  divine  justice;  because 
it  is  a  direct  violation  of  natural  equity.     The  reasons 
that  the  Lord  gives  for  sending  this  famine  are  some- 
thing odd  ;  viz.  "  for  Saul,  and  for  his  bloody  ho|ise, 
because  he  slew  the  Gibeonites."     Now,  if  the  Lord 
be  an  accurate  historian,  the  house  of  David  was  much 
more  bloody  than  that  of  Saul ;  the  Lord  even  refused 
to  let  him  build  the  temple,  "  because  he  had  shed 
blood  abundantly."     As  to  Saul's  slaying  the  Gibeon- 
ites,  it  is  no  where  recorded  by  the  Lord  in  his  history  ; 
;  the  next  verse  says,  that  he  only  "  sought  to  slay 
them.''     We  are  also  left  to  guess  at  what  period  of 
David*s  reign  this  famine  took  place ;  these  omissions 
have  given  occasion  to  sceptics  for  starting  a  great  many 
captious  questions,  which  are  happily  unanswerable  by 
\  human  intellect.     Obscurity  and  confusion  are  indis- 
pensibly  requisite  in  a  sacred  history,  to  confound  the 
ungodly  in  their  profane  researches  into  divine  mystery, 
to  destroy  the  wisdom  of  the  wise,  and  to  bring  to  no- 
thing the  understanding  of  the  prudent,  as  well  as  to 
give  constant  employment  to  priests  and  commentators ; 
to  obscure  natural  light  by  revealed  darkness,  and  to 
make  revealed  darkness  spiritually  light ;  whose  works, 
like  the  world,  poised  on  nothing^  are  supported  upon 
"  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision." 

David,  aher  having  enquired  of  the  Lord,  consulted  . 
with  the  Gibeonites  what  he  should  do  for  them,  who 
very  modestly  and  humanely  required  seven  of  Saul's 
sons  to  be  given  them,  to  "  hang  up  unto  the  Lord." 
This  just  demand  David  graciously  complied  with, 
and  delivered  unto  them  two  sons  of  Rispah,  and  five 
sons  of  his  own  wife  Michal,  which  she  bare  to  Adriel 
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the  Meholothite,  her  former  husband,  verse  8.  The 
Lord'forgets  himself  a  little  here,  (i^ut  infinite  wisdom 
malcmg  gross  blunders  is  so  common,  that  we  think 
nothing  of  it.)  It  was  Merab  the  eldest  daughter  that 
was  married  to  Adriel.  I  Sam.  xviii.  19.  Michal,  in^ 
deed,  was  taken  from  David  and  married  to  Phalti  the 
son  of  Laish,  chap.  xxv.  44 ;  but  restored  to  him^again, 
2  Sam.  iii.  15,  16;  besides,  she  never  had  a  child, 
chap.  vi.  23.  Seriously,  if  it  were  possible  for  igno- 
rance and  folly  to  blaspheme  the  Supreme  Being,  it 
were  the  highest  degree  of  it  to  father  such  blunders 
and  absurdities  on  omnipotence.  >i-  ^    K 

"  And   they  hanged   them  in  the  hill   before  the 
Lord."     It  does  not  require  a  vast  fund  of  sagacity  to 
discover  how  the  Gibeonites  came  to  make  this  holy 
demand ;  we  have  only  to  recollect,  that  they  were  a 
kind  of  understrappers  to  the  priesthood,  and  we  know 
the  connection  that  subsisted  between  holy  David  and 
that  fraternity  ;  this  clue  will  unravel  the  whole  mys- 
tery. "And  after  that  God  was  entreated  for  the  land.*' 
It  is  happy  for  our  holy  religion,  that  heathenism  can 
boast  of  no  such  doings  as  these  among  their  gods  and 
heroes  :  if  it  could,  infidels  might  bring  them  forward 
as  proofs  of  the  truth,  justice,  goodness,  and  holiness 
of  their  characters  ;  in  that  case  the  church  might  be 
sorely  puzzled  to  answer  their  arguments,  being  so  very 
iike  her  own. '.f;:.:::;   ,.:.".   .• .    ■  ■■  ^^:.-^H.  rdi/^mm:'.; 
\  David  was  also  the  sweet  singer  of  Israel,  and  com- i 
posed  many  godly  ballads,  and  spiritual  songs  ;  some  ' 
of  which   discover  the  character  of  the  author  very  ; 
plainly.     The  cixth   is  an  excellent  model  of  holy  , 
cursing,  while  thexxxviiith  most  patl^etically  describes  ; 
the  nature  of  that  distemper,  which  sometimes  proves 
a  disagreeable  alloy  to  the  loves  of  the  saints.     Th6  ; 
elect  have,  howe\ner,  taken  this  cytherean  lament  for  a 
divine  allegory  on  the  spiritual  distemper  of  souls ;  the 
same  song  suits  equally  the  pain  of  a  venereal  ulcer> 
and  the  ^ngs  of  the  new  birth  ;  so  accommodating  is 
inspiration  to  the  ideas  of  the  vulgar.  . 
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"  Now  tbe  days  of  David  drew  nigh,  that  he  should 
diej"  but  as  he  "  did  that  which  was  right  in  the 
^  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  turned  not  aside  from  any  thing 
that  he  commanded  him  all  the  days  of  his  life,  save 
only  in  the  matter  of  Uriah  the  Hittite/'  he  had  no 
occasion  of  repenting  that  he  "had  shed  blood  abun- 
dantly:" or  of  forgiving  his  enemies  :  actions,  which 
we  sometimes  find  even  saints  performing,  at  their 
death.       He  was  not  one  of  the  unhappy   virtuous, 

who  need  the  consolatory  hope  of  a  future  recom- 
pence  ;  he  therefore  gave  himself  no  concern  about  it, 

but  finished  a  life  of  unparalleled  iniquity  by  unfeeling  ^ 

obstinacy.  -    ;  ' 

i  .     Thus  have  we  taken  a  cursory  view  of  the  life  of 
'■^avid,  who  is  held  upas  a  standard  of  s^iintship,  whose 

ppnduct  in  the  government  of  the  Jewish  nation  was 
the  model  by  which  all  future  princes  were  to  regulate 
V  theirs.  Those  who  "  walked  in  the  ways  of  David" 
were  sure  of  giving  satisfaction  to  the  Lord,  and  to  be 
\ve\\  pleasing  in  his  sight ;  others  who  deviated  from  so  ' 
pious  an  example,  were  constantly  provoking  him  to 
anger.  If,  however,  we  were  to  compare  the .  actions 
of  holy  David  vvith  the;  Neros  and  Caligulas  of  anti- 
quity, we  should  be  necessitated, to  give  the  preference 
to  the  Jew:  if  the  Lord  had  nol:  made  him  a  saint, 
the  world  would  have  declared  him  a  monster. 

If  we  be  inclined  to  form  an  impartial  estimate  g^ 
David's  character,  we  must  attend  to  some  circum- 
sttmces  that  deserve  our  notice.  Absalom,  by  his  en- 
gaging address  and  attention  to  the  suits  of  the  people, 
stirred  up  a  most  formidable  rebellion,  and  provoked 
a  revolt  so  general,  that  David  found  it  necessary  to 
quit  his  capital.  Nothing  could  be  more  abhorrent 
to  the  feelings  of  a  people,  tlTan  to  see  a  soa  rise  in 
rebellion  and  dethrone  his  father;  his  government 
must  therefore  have  been  of  the  jiiost  tyrannic  kind 
tliat  enabled  Absalom  to  find  partizans  so  .universally. 
We  are  inclined  to  think  the  character  given  him 
feyShemei  to  be  pretty  just.    Holy  Davids  and  wise 
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Solomons  may  be.  very  good  kings  for  the  priesthood, r 
apd  yet  be  very  bad  ones  for  the^  people.  ,^  :mm^  ^-^^ 
•;.  It  might  be  deemed  unpardonable  to  bring  forward 
this  gr^at  Bible  hero  without  proper  attendants,  we- 
shall  therefore  select  as  squire  tor  our  holy  Quixote, 
Jehu,  king  of  Israel,  who,  will  make  a  very  proper 
Sancho  Pancho  to  this  saint-errant  and  Nero  of  the 
Hebrews.     Like  him,  he  did  that  which  was  right  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  was  in  his 
heart,  2  Kings  x.  30.    This  history,  of  Jehu  will  also 
rlliistrate  the   Liord's  character,  and  ;sbew  his  cruelty. 

and  injustice  better  perhaps  than  any  other  fact  in  the 

Bible.  "  Elisha  the  prophet  called  one  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  prophets,'^  and.  ordered  him  to  go  and 
anoint  Jehu,  king  of.  Israel,  at  Ramoth  Gilead.  This 
prophet  thought  it  no  crime  to  be  guilty  of  high  trea- 
son, get  the  reigning  prince  and  royal  family,  mur- 
dered, and  place  an  usurper  on  the  throne,  all  to  re- 
venge the  blood  of  some  unknown  prophets,  of  whom 
we  have  no  account.  The  young  prophet  went  and 
executed  his  commission.  The  murdering  instructions 
he  gave  to  Jehu  were  ample:  "  Thou  shalt  smite  the 
house  of  Ahab  thy  master.  For  the  whole  house  of 
Ahab  shall  perish  ;  and  I  will  cut  off  from  Ahab  him 
that  pisseth  against  the  wall,  aud  him  that  is  shut  up 
and  left  in  Israel."  Chap.  ix.  We  sometimes  hear  an 
apophthegm  in  the  mouths  of  the  righteous,  "that  we 
Should'  never  do  evil  that  good  may  come  df  it ;"  but 
what  are  we  to  think  of  the  Lord,  who  stirs  up  one 
villain  to  destroy  another^  and  massacre  the  innocenti 
.without  any  good  coming  out  of  it  ? 
V  ,l^Q  sooner  was  Jehu  anointed:  king  by  the  juvenile 
prophet,  than  he  and  his  band  of  conspirators  flew  to 
attack  king  Jehoram,  ;who  was  lying  ill  at  Jezreel  of 
his;  wounds.  The  king  being  appviyiiensive.  of  daiiger> 
canae  out  on  the  rOad  iii  bis  cl«8riot,  alon^  arith  Aha- 
^iah.king  of  Jqdab,  to  meet  Jehu»  a>i3  know  his  de- 
imanda ;  .him  Jehu  killed  with  his  own  hand,  and  his 
gang  mortally  wounded  Ahaziah.     When  he :  enter^ 
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the  city,  Jezebel,  the  kin§*ft  moi^er,  was  thrown  out 
of  a  window,  and  trod  tb  d^ath  by  his  hordes.  Their- 
he  wrote  to  the  nobles  of  Saoaaria,  who  had  the  oharge 
of  the  king's  sons,  **  being  seventy^  persons,"  thetti 
they  murdered,  and  packed  up  their  heads  in  baskets^ 
smd  sent  them  to  J«hu,  who  ordered  them  to  be  piled 
u^  in  two  heaps  at  the  entering  in  of  the  gate,  for  the 
people  to  vieww  Having  dispatch^l  all  the  king's 
dons^  **  Jehu  slew  all  that  remained  of  the  house  of 
Ahab'at  Jiezreel,  and  all  his^great  men,  and  his  kinsibllt, 
and  his  pnests,  until  he  left  him  ncMie  remaining^." 
Chap.  X.  11. 

Going  to  Samaria,  he  noet  on  the  way  forty-two 
young  princes  of  Judah,  the  brethren  of  Ahaziafa, 
y^rse  14»,  who  were  only  his  nephews^  9  Chnm.  xxii. 
8,  1 .  If  two  inspired  writers  were  to  relate  a  story 
the  same  way  without  contradicting  each  other,  it 
might  then  be  said  that  they  lied  by  consent.  Them 
he  instantly  murdered.  When  he  arrived  at  Samaria^ 
"  he  slew  att  that  remained  unto  Ahab"  there.  Then 
under  the  pretence  of  a  great  sacrifice  to  Baal,  he  com- 
manded all  the  adherents  of  that  sect  to  attend,  under 
pain  of  death,  prophets  and  priests ;  and  having  got 
the  house  as  full  as  it  could  hold,  he  had  them  all 
foully  and  inhumanly  massacred. 

Can  hi^ory  afford  a  parallel  to  such  abominable 
cruelty?    The  prescriptions  of  Sylla  and  Marius  Ml 
infinitely  short  of  it;  and  the  united  cruelties  of  Robe^ 
spierre,C«Tier^  and  Joseph  Le  Bon,  can  never  stand -a 
eomparison,  and  yet  we  are  taught  to  look  upon  these 
men  as  the  most  abominsible  rufll&ns  that  ev^  hi^. 
W^flit  then  nvust  be  our  astonishment  when  we  hear  a 
Grod  of  peace  and  noercy^  approving  of  such  atrocious 
wickedness?     "And  llie  Lord  said  unto  J«hu,  be^ 
cause  thou  hast  dotie  well  in  executing  that  i^cfei  is 
right  in  mine  eyes^  eud  hast  done  unto  all  ^e>hoase  of 
Ahab  aeoefding  to  all  that  was  in  mine  heifft,  thiy 
children  of  the  fourth  genen^n  shall  sk  6n  the 
^Ibnme  of  I^rad.^  -   ' 
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But  although  Jehu  pleased  the  Lord  by  murder  and 
massacre,  he  cared  as  little  for  his  worship  as  any  of 
his  predecessors.  "  Howbeit,  from  the  sins  of  Jero- 
boam, the  son  of  Nebat,  who  m'ade  Israel  to  sin,  Jehu 
departed  not  from  after  them^  to  wit,  the  golden  calves 
that  were  in  Bethel, «iid  that  were  in  Dan."  Verse  S9, 
30.  ThuS)  after  all  this  cruelty  and  mischief,  the  Lord 
was  no  better  served  than  dver.  What  becomes  of  the 
foreknowledge  of  God  ?  Could  he  not  select  a  person 
to  fill  the  throne  that  would  promote  his  worship  ?  Or 
are  we  to  look  upon  it  afi  a  thing  in^pp^ible  to  worship 
a  God  of  such  t  charaoter  ?  Let  ns  tiien  beware  of 
imitating  the  conduct  of  men  aftei*  "  God's  own 
heart;''  none  ever  assume  such  titles  but  the  most 
profligate  villains  and  monsters  in  human  shape. 

We  have  now  taken  a  review  of  the  actions  of  the 
foost  eminent  inen  in  ^e  Jewish  his^fy;  what  do 
they  present  to  view  but  the  chiefs  of  «  pgig  pf  J^m* 
ditltl,  totally  destitute  <if  virtue  or  nnoralHy,  rWHBerse^ 
io  ignorance  and  4>afbarism,  and  living  in  tr  state  of 't|b$ 
most  sttvi^e  ferocity  ?  Let  us,  for  a  moment^  eom^accf 
■thefB  with  t^e  illustrious  men  ef  Greeeeot  &eme,y^ 
shall  then  see  the  value  of  Bible  mopdtty,  and  ik'Uew 
iiow  far  their  saints  are  fit  patternis  of  knkiiHoR  for 
civilized  Europe. 
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THEOCRACY. 


Civil  Government  necessarily  arises  out  of  the 
nature  of  society;  to  judge  of  its  perfection,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  know  its  ultimate  object,  and  the  end  it  has 
in  viewv /  The  object  which  the  science  of  government 
seeks  to  attain,  is,  beyond  a  doubt,    "  the  promoting 
^  greatest  possible  quantity  of  happiness  to  the  cona«. 
jas^Bity/*     Solus  populi  lex,  "  or  the  public  welfere, 
J^  supreme  laW,"  has  been  a  maxim  in  every  nation 
that  ever  existed \  In  proportion,  theiij  as  a  govern- 
ment is  capable  of  procuring  the  greatest  number  of 
advantages  with   the   fewest  inconveniencies,    it  ap- 
proaches perfection.    /That  man  is  a  creature  of  habit, 
is  now  known  ;  and  that  the  religion  and  government 
under  which  he  lives  influence  his  conduct,  and  make 
him  contract  habits  of  virtue  or  vice,  is  also  unques- 
tionable.   These  two  great  springs  of  human  action 
ever  have,  and  ever  will,  continue  to  forna  the  man- 
ners and  character  of  a  nation.     The  proof  of  this 
truth  is  easy  from  history  :    whoever  will   take  the 
trouble  to  compare  the  characters  of  the  ancient  Greeks 
and  Romans  with  that  of  their  modem  descendants,  will 
easily  perceive  the  vast  difference  that  is  to  be  found 
between  them  to  be  entirely  owing  to  the  different 
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systems  of  religion  and  goveniment  under  which  they 
respectively  lived.  \ 

•  ;  These  principles  kept  in  viewNvill  enable  us  to  form 
a  judgment  of  the  nature  of  the  Jfejvish  theocracy,  if 
car.nai  reason  be  allowed  to  judge  of  sadivine  a  govern- 
ment. Of  the  many  various  and  difFer^ent  forms,  for 
which  mankind  have  contended  so  earnestly,  that 
surely  hath  a  fair  claim  for  preference,  in  which 
the  Author  of  our  being  condescends  to  become  our 
lawgiver  and  magistrate.  If  there  do  exist  a  Being, 
destitute  of  human  passions,  and  possessed  of  infinite 
justice,  wisdom,  and  power,  it  were  to  be  wished  he 
would  take  upon  him  the  charge  of  governing  the 
whole  human  race.  I  am  sure  their  affairs  have  been 
sadly  managed  by  those  who  have  governed  them 
hitherto,  nl  know  it  is  the  opinion  of  philosophers, 
that  no  government  ever  existed,  or  can  exist,  but  of 
men  :  priests  have  affirmed,  that  a  theocracy  may 
exist,  if  they  are  to  be  its  administrators  ;  and  that  the 
Jewish  government  was  one.  To  save  all  altercation 
on  this  head,  we  shall  allow  it  to  be  as  they  say  :  all 
we  mean  to  do  is  only  to  examine  the  nature  of  it,  and 
see-what  sort  of  government  it  was. 

It  would  not  be  using  the  Lord  with  the  respect  due 
to  so  great  apersons^e,  to  place  him  at  the  head  of 
thdr  affairs,  while  they  were  slaves  to  Pharaoh.  The 
commencement  of  the  theocracy  must  therefore  be 
fixed  at  the  time  the  Israelites  left  Egypt ;  when  the 
Lord  brought  them  up  by  "  mighty  wonders  and  a 
strong  hand."  The  Israelites  had  at  this  time  six 
hundred  thousand  fighting  men.  Had  these  fellows 
been  animated  with  the  spirit  of  liberty,  they  could 
easily  have  cut  their  way  out  of  Egypt,  without  put- 
ting the  Lord  to  the  expence  of  "  mighty  wonders  :'* 
but  a  mob  of  poltrons  needed  to  bfe  animated  with  the 
miracle  of  the  ten  plagues.  Scoffere  have  made  them- 
selves very  merry  with  these  ten  plagues ;  they  observe, 
if  they  were  no  better  performed  than  is  related,  they 
mus  t  have  .  been  below  the  performances  of  Boaz  or 
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Breslaw.'  They  take  notice,  that  if  Moees  bad  turBed 
allthe  water  into  blood,  as  is  affirmed)  the  SM^kiaiis 
could  BOt  have  done  so  likewise,  as  they  had  no  water 
left  to  be  turned  into  blood.  They  aftect  to  pity  the 
fate  of  the  Egyptian  cattle,  who  were  all  killed  by  a 
murrain,  then  smitten  with  blains ;  killed  »  second 
time  by  a  storm  of  hail  ;  a  third  time  at  the  death  of 
the  first'born ;  and,  lastly,  they  were  drowned  in  the 
Ked  sea.  This  was  too  sev^e  treatment  of  idie  poor 
beasts.  But  we  will  retail  no  more  of  the  cavils  of 
these  scoffers,  who  would  nev«r  have  done,  if  they 
were  indulged. 

The  Lord  having  got  his  people  fairly  out  of  Egypt, 
conducted  them  into  that  best  of  all  possible  countries, 
the  d^erts  of  Arabia,  where  they  wandered  s^K>ut 
forty  years  in  great  want  of  water,  bread,  ibod  for 
their  cattle,  and  most  of  the  articles  of  the  firet  neces- 
sity. The  distresses  and  hardships  they  suffered  in 
the  wilderness  were  the  cause  of  many  discooteaits  and 

murmurs  breaking  out  amongst  them.    Instead  of  ihe 

liord  foreseeiag  their  wants,  and  providt^  for  thietr 

relief,  their  oiurmurings  only  provoked  him  to  asger, 

and  put  him  in  a  rage.     Instead  of  enlightening  ihetr 

understandings,  or  making  them  comprehend  the  na- 
ture of  their  situs^ion,  they  are  wholly  actuated  by 

a  blind  force,  which  disjoints  and  deranges  every 
spring  of  human  action.  With  them  miracles  and 
prodigies  are  more  common  than  ordinary  events.  In 
such  a  situation,  men  cannot  regulate  their  conductor 
the  known  relation  Jbetween  cause  £md  effect ;  for  that 
is  entirely  destroyed  ;  the  influence  of  motives  is 
wholly  done  away,  and  mea  in  such  circumstances  are 
nothing  more  than  passive  instruments  in  the  haad 
that  guides  them.  If  the  Lord  be  "  an  infinitely  wise 
being,'*  (as  the  church  declares  him  to  be]  that  has  mkb 
every  thing  very  good,  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and 

w    ■         '  Two  fftmous  slight-d'-lund  performer*. 
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can  afterwards  infringe  his  own  law,  and  work  a  mim- 
de,  then  there  can  be  no  occasion  for  rewards  and 
jmnishments ;  the  one  would  no  lon^r  deter  ftom 
vice,  nor  the  other  incite  to  virtues  "^^^=*' 

When  the  Lord  wrought  so  many  miracles  on  the 
inanimate  objects  that  surrounded  his  chosen  people,  it 
would  have  been  proper  to  have  performed  another  on 
their  understandings,  and  so  have  suited  their  minds  to 
dieir  circumstances,  and  made  one  grand  miracle  of 
the  whole.     Not  being  able  to  do  this,  we  find  him 
having  recourse  to  violence,  to  tyranny,  and  to  massa- 
ere.     The  cruel  excesses  of  tyrants  have  produced  the 
most  revolting  sensations  in  every  human  breast,  but 
the  most  enormous  that  ever  was  heard  of  in  any  othet 
country  under  heaven,  comes  infinitely  short  of  the 
following  atrocious  order :  "  Then  Moses  stood  in  the 
gate  of  the  camp,  and  said,  who  is  on  the  Lord's  side  ? 
let  him  come  unto  me ;  and  all  the  sons  of  Levi  ga- 
thered themselves  together  unto  him.     And  he  said 

unto  them,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  put 
every  man  his  sword  by  his  side,  and  go  in  and  out 

from  gate  to  gate,  throughout  the  camp,  and  slay  every 
man  his  brother,  and  every  man  his  companion,  and 

every  man  his  neighbour :  and  there  fell  d  the  people 
that  day  about  three  thousand  men."  £xod.  xxxii.  S(>. 

That  is,  the  priests,  who  were  the  most  criminal  in 
this  affair  of  the  golden  calf,  were  to  commit  an  indis^ 

criminate  butchery,  without  respect  to  who  w^e  inno* 
cent  or  guilty,  vic^ating  every  bond  of  natural  and 
social  affection. 

This  is  not  the  only  massacre  that  has  beedi  ob^ 
mitted  by  those  who  have  ranged  themselves  on.  tliia 
Lcnrd^ssid^,  or  pretended  his  orders;  three  hundred 
millions  of  human  beings  have  been  sacrificed  by 
Christian  priests  upon  similar  pretexts.  Whfene^er 
ifte  Lord  calls  to  bloodshed,  the  priests  are,  to  a  man, 
on  his  sidie,  "  For  as  troops  of  robbers  wait  for  a  mwr, 
so  the- company  of  priests  murder  in  the  vjray  by  con- 
sent ;"  Ho*,  vi.  9.    If  they  are  tod  cowardly  to  draw 
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the  sword,  they  do  not  fail  to  sound  the  tocsin  of  war. 
But  doth  the  voice  of  humanity  call  ?  Doth  the  voice 
of  indigence  call  ?  Doth  the  melting  toice  of  charity- 
call  ?  Or  doth  the  voice  of  the  oppressed  call  ?  They- 
are  as  the  adder,  deaf.      -  ;  ^-  '\    /  :-- f    '  ' 

-  From  that  confused  mass  of  disjointed  scraps,  which 
some  people  affect  to  call  the  Mosaic  code,  we  shall 
^lect  for  examination  a  few  of  those  laws  or  regula- 
tions, the  influence  of  which  seem  to  have  reached 
modern  times.  It  appears  by  Lev.  xxvii.  29,  that 
•*  none  devoted,  which  shall  be  devoted  of  men,  shall 
be  redeemed,  but  shall  surely  be  put  to  death,*'  was  a 
law  that  authorised  the  abominable  custom  of  humaa 
sacrifices,  and  which  the  priests  of  Christianity  have 
been  so  loud  in  condemning  heathenism  for  counte- 
nancing. The  law  which  says,  "  Thou  shalt  not  suffer 
a  witch  to  live,"  Exod.  xxii.  18,  "  and  a  wizard  shall 
surely  be  put  to  death,**  Lev.  xx.  27,  were  the  occa- 
sion of  unbounded  enormities.  Our  barbarous  an- 
cestors, ignorant  of  Nature  and  her  operations,  struck 
with  any  uncommon  appearance,  or  afflicted  with  any 
unusual  disease,  rather  than  be  at  the  trouble  of  in-r 
vestigating  the  cause,  chose  rather  to  refer  it  to  witch- 
craft, and  the  operations  of  wizards,  because  there 
were  laws  in  the  Bible  that  condemned  witches  and 
wizards.  Millions  of  people  have  been  sacrificed  to 
this  abominable  frenzy,  while  it  reigned  in  £urope; 
numberless  helpless  and  infirm  wretches  were  con- 
victed of  witchcraft,  upon  the  testimony  of  their  own 
infirmities,  and  burnt  alive  for  committing  impossi- 
bilities according  to  the  divine  law  of  Exodus.  But 
now  that  the  law  is  repealed,  there  are  no  witches  to 
be  found  ;  g(nd  when  women  can  bewitch  with  impu- 
nity they  will  not  bewitch  at  all.  That  law,  by  which 
a  woman,  suspected  of  incontinence,  was  obliged  to 
drink  a  certain  quantity  of  consecrated  water.  Num.  v» 
X  If  lias  now  fallen  into  disuse;  unhappily,  pur  modem 
priests  have  lost  the  secret  of  manufacturing  it.  But 
while  barbarity  and  ignorance  reigned  in  Europe,  puy 
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ancestors,  who  mistook  dreams  for  realities,  and  these 
wild  inconsistencies  for  the  Jaws  of  God,  built  upon 
this  chapter  that  system  of  Gothic  jurisprudence 
which  was  then  called  the  trial  by  God's  judgment  ;* 
they  thought  that  because  the  Jews  pretended  to  dis* 
cover  adultery  by  means  of  consecrated  water,  they 
could  discover  other  crimes  by  similar  means.  Hence 
the  institution  of  the  judicial  combat,  trial  by  cold  or 
bot  wat^r,  or  red-hot  iron,*  which  for  a  long  period 

■"■■■'■       ■■     ■        '     '     ■■        ■        -         -        ■     ■—  ■!■—■.        ■^l.l   -..■■■■■■.  —  ,  .  ,.  — .^^, J.^i   » 

'  *  In  doubtful  ca$es  two  men  were  chosen,  and  led  in  great  cere* 
mony  to  a  church.  Here  they  stood  upright,  wiih  their  arms  exs 
tended  in  the  figure  of  a  cross,  and  in  the  meafi  time  divine  Service 
was  celebrated.  That  party,  ^hose  champion  kept  his  postgre  the 
ibngestj  was  declared  to  have  gained  the  cause. ,  • . 

*  A  way  of  clearing  one's  innocence  in  those  anci^t  times,  was  tt 
handle  a  piece  of  iron,  heated  more  or  less,  according  to  the  violence 
of  the  suspicion.  It  was  consecrated,  and  carefully  kqpt  in  »ome 
churches ;  for  all  had  not  this  privilege,  which  was  no'  less  profitablfi 
than  honourable.  This  piece  of  iron  was  either  a  gayntlet,  in  which 
the  party  accused  was  to  thrust  his  hand,  or  a  bar,  which  be  was  to 
take  up  two  or  three  times.  His  hand  wjas  then  wrapped  x\p  in  a  l^ao;; 
on  which  the  judge  and  the  advei'sary  put  their  seals,  pot  taking 
them  off  till  threp  d^ys  after.  If  there  were  no  marks  of  a  burn,  he 
was  acquitted  ;  bpt  any  remaining-  impression 'of  the  fire  was  a  proof 
of  guilt.  This  was  the  trial  of  the  nobles,  prietsts,  and  gentry. 
That  of  the  commonalty  was  by  plimging  the  hand  into  boiling 
Water;  or  by  throwing  the  pai-ty  into  a  large  vessel  of  water,  with 
his  hands  and  feet  tied.  These  ceremonies  were  preceded  by  a  forni 
of  prayers.  If  he  floated,  he  w&s  concluded  guilty  ;  if  he  sunk,  he 
was  declared  innocent.  It  was  the  persuasion,  at  that  time,  that  God 
would  work  a  mirade  (sooner  than  ipnocence  shoi4d  suffer;,  a  notion 
equally  superstitious  and  absurd,  but  withal  so  strong,  that  it  ever 
cproyed  one  of  the  great  obstacles  towards  the  abolishment  of  customs 
so  contrary  to  reason.  Accordingly,  it  was  not  till  the  .thirteentii 
icentiiry  that  they  were  suppressed ;  and  then  by  a  solemn  decree  of 
the  Council  of '  Lateran,  under  the  pontificate  of  Innocent  Ill,..::.rf.-i# 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  asked,  What  is  to  be  thought  of  these  trials, 
^iid-the  miracles  with  which  they  are  said  to  have  been  attended  J 
-Was  all'  which  is  related  on  this  head^really  supernatural,  or  the 
goings  nf  artifice  and  ignorance?  These  miraculous  fjicts  are  s© 
gen^irally  agree4  op  by  all  historian^  that  to  deny  them,  seems,  in  a 
great  measure,  overthrowing  all  fEe  foundations  of  history :,  but  ca» 
credit  be  given  to  theipi  without  overthrowing  ^11  the  principles  of 
reason  ?    I  iBh^ll  answer  this  no  less  important  than  curious  (^ue^ition. 


t-J' 
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continued  to  disgrace  the  code  of  every  Eur<>pean 
nation,  and  to  be  a  monument  to  future  ages  of  the 
folly  and  mischief  of  attending  to  the  reveries  of 
superstition,  and  neglecting  the  dictates  of  reason  and 
common  sense. 

The  slave  trade  is  a  commerce  universally  odiou^T^v 
«very  human  heart  but  those  immediately  concerned  in 
the  traflSc  revolts  at  the  very  idea  of  it;  enlightened 
Europe  hath  sufficiently  execrated  it  already  for  us  to 
say  any  thing  of  it  here.  We  only  mean  to  observe, 
that  when  the  feelings  and  humanity  of  the  nation 
^vith  one  voice  demanded  its  unquaUfied  abolition,  the 
few  sordid  avaricious  supporters'  of  the  system  had 
little  to  oppose  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  claim 
but  the  law  of  Leviticus,  chap.  xxv.  44,  46,  "  Both 
thy  bondmen  and  bondmaids,  which  thou  shalt  have 
of  the  heathen  that  are  round  about  you,  of  them  shall 
ye  buy  bondmen  and  bondmaids.  Moreover,  of  the 
children  of  the  strangers  that  do  sojourn  among  yoii, 
of  them  shall  ye  buy,  and  of  their  families  that  are 
with  you ;  which  they  begat  in  your  land,  and  they 
shall  be  your  possession.  And  ye  shall  take  them  for 
an  inheritance  to- your  children  after  you,  to  inherit 
them  for  a  possession;  they  shall  be  your  bondmen 
forever."    Thus  may  justice,  humanity,  and  charity, 


from  the  Memoiis  of  the  Academy  des  Belles  Lettres.  It  is  first 
observed,  that  trials  have  never  been  solemnly  approved  by  the  , 
church ;  that  amon^  the  great  namber  of  those  vrho  relate  these  sup-^ 
posed  miracles,  some  deserve  very  little  regard,  others  do  not  relate 
them  as  certain  facts,  bat  as  the  history  of  vulgar  belief;  lastly, 
that  in  Aose  very  ages  when  this  superstition  bad  received  the  sfmc. 
tion  of  Uie  laws,  it  met  with  opposers,  who  openly  refused  to  submit 
to  it;  and  the  second  Council  of  Aix-la-Cbapelle  calls  them  artifices 
tending  to  confound  truth  and  falsity.  '*  George  Loigothetes  speaks 
of  a  person,  whov  in  the  thirteenth  century,  refused  to  ^tand  a  fiery 
trial,  saying,  that  he  was  no  mountebank.  The  archbishop  beginning 
to  urge  him  to  a  cnmptiance,  he  made  answer^  that  he  would  take  the 
red-hot  iron  into  his  hands,  if  his  Grace  would  give  h  him  in  his.  The 
prelate,  who  was  too  knowing-  to  comply  with  tfae  proposal,  allowed 
thaHt  was  not  proper  to  tempt  God." — Abbot  Velly. 
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plead  in  vain  for  the  abolition  of  this  system  of  inir 
quity;  the  interested  will  always  quote  the  law  of 
Leviticus  in  their  favour,  and  with  those  who  prefer 
the  pretended  revelations  of  a  horde  of  savages;  to  the 
laws  of  reason  and  justice,  it  will  ever  be  a  powerfiil 
argument.  ;:4ti?  «crUiii„ 

Not  only  doth  the  Lord  authorise  the  slave  trade, 
but  himself  became  a  "  dealer  in  human  flesh,^*  and 
treated  his  own  chosen  people  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Negro  princes  on  the  coast  of  Africa  do  theirs.     For^ 
"ijesold  them  into  the  hand  of  Cushan-rishathaim, 
king  of:  Mesopotamia:    and  the  children   of  Israel 
served  Cushan-rishathaim  eight  years,"  Judges  iii.  8. 
Also  "  the  Lord  sold  them  into  the  hand  of  Jabin^ 
king  of  Canaan,  who  reigned  in  Hazor:  he  mightily 
oppressed  the  children  of  Israel,"  chap.  iv.  9,  3*     He 
likewise  '*  sold  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Philistines, 
and  into  the  hands  of  the  children  of  Amnion.    They 
vexed  and  oppressed  the  children  of  Israel  eighteen 
years,"  chap.  x.  7,  8.     If  he  sold  them,  lie  also  "  dcr 
livered  them  into  the  hand  of  Midian,  seven  years," 
chap.  vi.   1,   "  and  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines 
forty  years,'*  chap.  xiii.  L    These  sellings  and  deliver- 
ings  doth  not  say  a  great  deal  in  favour  of  the  supreme 
magistrate  of  a  theocratical  government.  The  Psalmist, 
however,  insinuates,  that  the  Lord  made  but  an  indif- 
ferent merchant ;  he  says,  "  Thou  sellest  thy  people 
for  nought,  and  dost  4iot  increase  thy  wealth  by  their 
price,"  Psalm  xliv.  12.     Our  slave-dealers  can  tell  a 
different  story. 

If  the  civil  policy  of  the  Jews  was  bad,  their  eccle- 
siastical was  much  worse.  The  Lord,  itseemst 
thought  proper  to  give  unto  Aaron  and  the  priesthood, 
"All  the  best  of  the  oil,  and  all  the  best  of  the  wine, 
and  of  the  wheat ;  the  first  fruits  of  them  which  they 
shall  offer  unto  the  Lord,  them  have  [  given  thee; 
And  whatsoever  is  first  ripe  in  the  land,  which  they 
shall  bring  unto  the  Lord,  shall  be  thine."  Numb, 
xviii.   12,   13,:    They  were  also  to  have,    "  the  firat 
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fhiit  of  thy  corn,  of  thy  wine,  and  of  thy  oil ;  and 
^ae  first  of  the  fleece  of  thy  sheep  shalt  thou  give  him,*'^ 
I>etJt,  xviii;  21.  The  Levites,  although  only  the 
twelfth  part  of  the  nation^  were  to  have  the  tenth  part 
erf  the  property,  Numb,  xviii.  9h  These  munificent 
grants  encouraged  the  priesthood  to  lay  claim  to  every 
thing  that  was  good  or  valuable  in  the  country  ;  to  such 
a  height  had  priestly  despotism  arrived  in  the  days  of 
Eli,  **  that  when  any  man  offered  a  sacrifice,  the  priests 
SCTv^ntcame,  while  the  flesh  was  in  seething,  with  a 
flesh  hook  of  three  teeth  in  his  hand,  and  he  struck  it 
into  the  pan,  or  kettle,  or  cauldron,  or  pot ;  all  that 
the  flesh  hook  brought  up,  the  priest  took  for  himself: 
fio  they  did  in  Shiloh,  unto  all  the  Israelites  that  came 
thither. "  Also  before  they  burnt  the  fat,  the  priest^s 
servant  came,  and  said  to  the  man  that  sacrificed,  give 
flesh  topoast  for  the  priest,  for  he  will  not  have  sodden 
flesh  of  thee,  but  raw.  And  if  any  man  said  unto 
him,  let  th^ia  not  fail  to  burn  the  fat  presently,  and 
then  take  as  much  as^  thy  soul  desireth  ;  then  he  would 
answer  him  |  nay,  but  thou  shalt  giviB  it  me  now  ;  and 
if  not,  1  will  take  it  by  force."  This  was  true  priestly 
conduct  J  their  scandalous  debauchery  was  of  a  piece 
with  it:  for  the  sons  of  Eh  "  lay  with  the  women 
that  assembled  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of  the 
eongr^tion,*'  1  Sam.  i.  13,  22.  These  pious  ex- 
cesses have  always  stuck  to  the  holy  fraternity,  and  are 
equally  found  in  the  Levite  of  Judea^  as  the  Druid  of 
Gaul.  '  ' 

It"  is  to  be  observed  that  all  revelations  from  heaveii 
kave  ever  come  to  mankind  through  the  medium  of  the 
pnesthood  ;  they  have  therefore  taken  good  care  that 
the  gods  should  always  order  them  ease  and  plenty  j 
*-*  they  are  the  lilies  of  the  valley,  they  toil  not,  nei* 
ther  do  they  spin."  If  the  Lord  were  to  wder  the 
people  to  give  his  priests  nothing  but  poor  fare  and 
hard  labour,  they  would  all  instantly  desert  the  ser- 
vice. Nay,  I  even  question  if  "  angels'  food**  would 
fdeas^  the  -priests  of  our  day,  although  they  are  un- 
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doubtedly  very  heavenly-minded,  and  seek  not  to  lay 
up  their  treasure  in  earthen  vessels,  "  where  moth  and' 
rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thiev^is  bfeak  through  and" 
steal ;"  yet  if  the  carnal  comforts  of  this  life  can  be 
obtained  in  a  religious  way,  they  will  not  fail  to  straiii' 
every  nerve  to  obtain  them.  It  is  likely  that  the  Lord, 
seeing  such  mischievous  effects  flowing  from  such  ex- 
travagant donations,  grew  ashamed  of  them  ;  and  that 
*'  these  were  the  statutes  he  gave  his  people,  that  were 
not  good,  and  the  judgments  whereby  they  should  not 
live,"  Ezek.  XX.  25.  Such,  at  least,  is  the  opinion  of 
St.  Peter,  who  says,  '*  they  were  a  yoke,  which  nei- 
ther thelt"  fathers  nor  them  were  able  to  bear,"  Acts 
XV.  10»  The  apostle  Paul  is  of  the  same  mind.  See 
Galat.  V.  1.  ^''■ 

If  we  reflect  ever  so  little  on  the  nature  of  Judaism, 
we  must  soon  be  convinced  that  it  could  only  be  sup- 
ported by  the  most  intolerable  oppression  ;  a  twelfth 
part  of  the  nation  priests,  and  doing  nothing:  one 
third  of  their  time  employed  in  religious  ceremonies^ 
together  with  the  expehce  of  sacrifices  and  offerings,' 
must  always  have  proved  a  millstone  about  the  neck  of 
industry,  and  concentrate  the  whole  wealth  of  the 
country  into  the  hands  of  the  priests.  ^ 

This  divine  government  of  a  theocracy  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  "  the  best  of  all  possible  govern- 
ments," or  "  the  wonder  and  envy  of  surrounding 
nations."  If  we  consult  the  book  of  Judges,  we  find 
the  people  subject  to  every  calamity  incident  to  a  bad 
system.  Surrounded  by  rapacious  neighbours,  they 
were  liable  to  continual  invasions  from  without ;  want 
of  system  and  order  made  them  a  prey  to  innumerable 
broils  and  commotions  at  home.  Sometimes  "  the 
Lord  raised  them  up  Judges,  then  the  Lord  was  with 
the  judge,  and  delivered  them  out  of  the  hands  of 
their  enemies  all  the  days  of  the  judge."  These  de- 
liverings  were  but  temporary  relief,  mere  patch-work 
expedients,  ill  calculated  to  produce  any  lasting  bene- 
fit ;  for  the  people  became  anarchists,    "  every  man 


; 
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doing  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes."  Jud. 
xvi.  6  ;  xxi.  25.  So  that  in  fact  this  divine  govern- 
ment was  none  at  all.  By  degrees  the  priesthood  got 
all  the  power  into  their  own  hands,  and  their  abuse 
of  it  was  the  cause  of  great  discontents.  ,  The  venality 
and  extortion  of  Samuel  s  sons,  "  who  turned  aside 
after  lucre,  and  took  bribes,  and  perverted  judgment, 
provoked  a  revolution,  when  the  people  rejected  the 
Lord,  that  he  should  not  reign  over  them,  and  they 
chose  them  a  king  after  the  manner  of  the  nations," 
1  Sam.  vii,  8.  Thus  ended  the  theocracy,  which  the 
priests  of  modern  times  are  not  ashamed  of  holding 
up  as  a  system  of  divine  perfection  ;  but,  upon  ex- 
amination, we  have  found  to  be  a  series  of  intolerable 
abuses  and  wild  anarchy.  .=      ,.' 

Happy  the  people  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  erect 
a  system  of  government  upon  the  immutable  basis  of 
equal  rights  ;  where  men*s  interest  and  their  duty  are 
happily  united ;  where  equal  laws,  cherishing  genius 
and  industry,  contribute  to  spread  plenty,  peace,  and 
happiness  over  the  whole  country ! 


CONCLUSION. 


We  have  now  taken  a  general  survey  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Deity,  from  the  sacred  books  of  the 
Jews  ;  books  which  his  votaries  pretend  were  inspired 
and  dictated  by  the  God  himself.  But  have  we  found 
a  God  of  holiness,  truth,  justice,  goodness  ?  Far, 
very  far  from  it.  These  books  represent  their  God,  as 
a  being  of  ferocious  cruelty,  tyrannical,  unjust,  false, 
deceitfiil,  passionate,  angry,  revengeful,  and  capricious, 
continually  repenting  and  changing  his  mind.  True, 
indeed,  they  also  say  that  he  is  good,  merciful,  and 
just,  slow  to  anger,  and  of  great  kindness,  one  whose 
'tender  mercies  are  above  all  his  other  works  ;  in  short 
they  blow  hot  and  cold  alternately,  and  give  him  such 
discordant  qualities,  that  no  such  being  ever  did  or 
can  exist,  but  in  the  distempered  imagination  of 
glqomy  superstition,  and  blind  credulity. 

The  priesthood  have  also  fathered  upon  him  those 
incoherent  rhapsodies,  which  they  declare  to  the  igno- 
rant to  be  the  fountain  of  divine  wisdom,  but  which 
we  look  upon  to  be  the  storehouse  of  priestly  fraud  ; 
a  compilation  so  confused,  and  contradictory,  as  to 
bid  defiance  to  all  the  rules  of  criticism.  A  book 
which  no  human  intellect  has  ever  been  able  to  explain 
or  illustrate;  although  millions  of  men  have  been  con* 
stantly  employed  for  many  ages  in  clearing  it  up,  it 
still  continues  as  dark  as  ever,  and  the  same  infallible 
rule  of  faith  and  manners  it  always  was.  We  how- 
ever offer  one  observation  which  may  make  several 
passages  easily  understood,  that  according  to  the  prcr 
sent  reading  are  wholly  unintelligible.  In  almost  every 
case  where  they  now  read  the  words  Lord  and  God, 
substitute  the  word  Priest,  which  will  make  that  sense 
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which  DOW  appears  nonsense,  and  will  throw  such 
light  on  the  subjectthat  none  can  be  ignorant  of  the 
true  ineaning. 

Is^  not  blasphemy  and  impiety  to  insult  a  God 
whom  we  pretend  to  believe  in,  to  call  him  g^ood,  and 
make  him  a  tyrant  ?  Is  it  not  the  height  of  impiety  to 
deceive  a  man  in  the  name  of  a  God  of  truth,  and 
make  him  the  author  of  lies  ?  Can  we  say  that  a  God 
who  is  supremely  happy  and  omnipotent,  is  offended 
by  his  feeble  creatures?  And  is  it  not  both  impious 
and  irrational  at  the  same  time,  to  make  a  mere  chimera 
of  the  God  we  adore?  The  judicious  reflection  of 
Plutarch,  in  his  essay  on  superstition,  is  extremely 
applicable  to  the  case  before  us.  He  says,  "  that  he 
had  rather  that  men  should  say  there  never  was  such  a 
man  as  Plutarch,  than  that  they  should  say  Plutarch 
was  cruel,  a  liar,  and  unjust.  Better  to  have  no  God 
at  all,  than  to  represent  him  such  as  the  poets  feign  of 
Saturn,  first  to  beget  children,  and  then  eat  them." 
And  surely  much  better  would  it  be  for  the  human 
race  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  nature  and  reason, 
than  to  be  guided  by  the  imaginary  laws  of  a  fan^ 
tastical  chimera,  made  up  of  every  species  of  human 
wickedness  and  folly,  such  as  he  is  represented  to  us 

'hy  the  Jews.  He  prefers  atheism  to  superstition,  and 
surely  it  must  be  the  worst  kind  of  it  that  represents 

.  God   to  us  as  a  monster  of  wickedness.     He  says, 

<"♦'  Atheism  brings  men  to  an  unconcernedness  and  in^ 
difference  of  temper:  for  the  design  of  those  who 
deny  a  God,  is  to  ease  themselves  of  his  fear.  But 
superstition  appears  by  its  name  to  be  a  distempered 
opinioD  and  conceit,  productive  of  such  mean  and  ab. 

ject  apprehensions,  as  debase  and  break  a  man's  spirit. 
For  thol^gh  he  thinks  justly  that  there  are  divine 
powers,  yet  so  erroneous  is  his  judgment,  that  he 
thinks  they  are  sour  and  vindictive  beings.  Atheism 
is  only  false  reasoning,  while  super^ition  is  not  only 
false  reasoning,  but  superadds  a  passion,  fear,  which  is 
destitute  both  of  courage  and  reason,  and  renders  ua 

*■■.  /   ■     '  ■ ' 
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stupid,  distracted,  and  inactive.  But  of  all  fears  none 
confounds  a  man  like  religious  fear." 
;  My  Lord  Bacon  is  of  the  same  opinion;  he  says, 
^*  Atheism  leaves  a  man  to  sense,  to  philosophy,  to 
natural  piety,  to  laws,  to  reputation ;  all  which  may 
be  guides  to  an  outward  moral  virtue,  though  religion 
were  not :  but  superstition  dismounts  all  these,  and 
erecteth  an  absolute  monarchy  in  the  minds  of  men. 
Therefore,  Atheism  did  never  perturb  states;  for  it 
maketh  men  wary  of  themselves,  as  looking  no  fur- 
ther ;  and  we  see  the  times  inclined  to  Atheism  (as  the 
times  of  Augustus  Caesar)  were  civil  times.  But 
superstition  hath  been  the  confusion  of  many  states ; 
and  bringeth  in  a  new  primum  mobile ,  that  ravisheth 
all  the  spheres  of  government.*' 

Indeed,  nothing  can  be  more  clear  than  that  a 
wicked  God  must  have  wiCked  votaries;  the  commis- 
sion of  crimes  is  the  only  v/orship  fitted  for  such  a 
being ;  to  imitate  him  must  be  to  plunge  into  every 
kind  of  enormity.  This  is  exactly  the  case  with  those 
who  are  called  his  saints.  Cunning,  fraud,  deceit, 
injustice,  inhumanity,  and  cruelty,  are  the  great  out- 
lines that  mark  the  characters  of  the  Lord's  saints.  No 
other  nation  ever  produced  men  equally  criininal  and 
wicked  ;  the  heroes  and  saints  of  Judaism  are  monsters 
in  nature,  and  such  will  ever  be  the  consequence  of 
neglecting  the  dictates  of  experience  and  reason,  to  fol- 
low the  m^  chimeras  of  deceitful  impostors*  .vr,,i.;„I-^ 

If  a  pec^fte  can  be  so  grossly  infatuated  as  to  b^eve 
themsdves  under  the  immediate  government  of  an 
unknown  inv/sible  Being,  they  are  capable  of  bein^ 
imposed  on  and  made  to  believe  the  most  glaring  impos- 
tures. They  will  stick  at  no  <?.imes,  however  enw- 
mous,  be  restrained  by  no  compunctions  of  humanity'^ 
the  bonds  of  justice  bpcome  too  feeble  to  restrain  their 
vicious  propensities,^  whenever  the  pretended  vice-t 
gerents  of  heaven  instigate  them  to  the  commission  of 
crimes.  Thus  the  Jews,  who  thought  themselves, 
exclusively  favoured  with  a  revelation  from  Grod,  havij 
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been  a  nation  detested  for  wickedness  and  barbarism  by, 
all  people  of  the  earth.  Let  us  then  spurn  this  pre- 
tended gift  of  heaven,  which  has  proved  so  inimical  to 
human  happiness ;  let  us  return  back  to  the  celestial 
regions,  and  betake  ourselves  to  the  morality  of  the 
earth.  '  To  think  of  building  a  system  of  morality  on 
the  basis  of  revelation,  is  attempting  to  found  a  castle 
in  a  quagmire,  the  foundations  of  which  will  be  for 
ever  slipping  firom  under  it.  It  is  on  the  nature  of 
man  and  his  various  relations  in  society  only,  that  it 
can  stand,  but  which  is  sufficiently  able  to  support  it. 
Liet  ug  then  discard  the  reveries  of  imposture,  and 
listen  to  the  dictates  of  nature  ;  let  us  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  visions,  dreams,  and  revelations ;  butObe  ever  atten^^ 
tive  to  the  voice  of  truth,  sober  reason,  and  experience. 
Let  tis  see  if  the  superstition  of  the  earth  hath  any 
thing  better  to  present  to  our  view  than^^e  following 
little  abstract,  from  a  work  of  distinguished  merit, 
which  we  shall  subn^it  to  the  judgment  of  our  readers, 
and  so  bid  them  farewell. 

"'Be  juitj  because  equity  is  the  support  of  the  human 
species.  Be  good,  because  goodness  connects  all 
hearts'.  Be  indtilgent,  because  feeble  thyself,  thou 
livest  with  beings  as  feeble  as  thou  art.  Be  gentle, 
becaiiige  gentleness  attracts  affection.  Be  grateful, 
because  gratitudes  feeds  and  nourishes  benevolence. 
Be  modest,^  because  haughtiness  is  disgusting  to  beings 
smitten  with'  themselves.  Forgive  injuries,  because 
revenge  pei-petuates  hatred.  Do  good  to  him  that 
injureth^th^,  in  order  to  shew  thyself  more  noble  than 
he  isj  and  to  mate  a  friend  of  him.  Be  reserved,  tem- 
perate, and  chaste,  because  voluptuousness,  intem- 
pefimce,  and  excess,  will  destroy  thy  being,  and^render 
thee  contemptible. 

Be  a  citizen,  because  thy  country,  is  necessary  to 
thy  security,  to  thy  pleasures,  and  to  thine  happiness. 
Be  faithful,  and  submit  to  legitimate. authority,  be- 
cause it  is  requisite  to  the  maintenance  of  that  society 
which  is  necessary  to  thyself.   Be  obedient  to  the  laws. 
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because  they  are  the  expression  of  the  public  win,  to 
which  thy  particular  will  ought  to  be  subordinate.  De- 
fend thy  country,  because  it  is  that  which  renders  the& 
happy,  and  contains  thy  property,  as  well  as  all  those 
beings  who  are  dearest  to  thine  heart.  Do  not  permit 
this  common  parent  of  thyself,  and  thy  fellow  citizens, 

to  fall  under  the  shackles  of  tyranny,  because  from 
thence  it  will  be  no  more  than  a  prison  to  thee.     If 

thine  unjust  country  refuse  thee  happiness;  if,  sub- 
mitted to  an  unjust  power,  it  suffers  thee  to  be  op- 
pressed, withdraw  thyself  from  it  in  silence,  and  never 
disturb  it.  In  short,  be  a  man:  be  a  sensible  and 
rational  being ;  be  a  faithful  husband  ;  a  tender  father^ 
an  equitable  master  ;  a  zealous  citizen :  labour  to  serve 
thy  country  by  thy  powers,  thy  talents,  thine  industry, 
and  thy  virtues  ;  participate  with  thine  associates  those 
gifts  which  nature  hath  bestowed  on  thee ;  diffuse 
happiness,  contentment,  and  joy,  over  all  those  who 
approach  thee ;  that  the  sphere  of  thine  actions,  en- 
livened by  thy  kindness,  may  react  upon  thyself.  Be 
assured,  that  the  man  who  makes  others  happy,  cannot 
be  unhappy  himself. 

If  experience  direct  our  steps,  truth  illuminate  our 
way,  and  reason  support  us  with  its  aid,  we  shall 
infallibly  arrive  at  that  happiness  our  circumstances 
will  permit,  and  our  natures  are  capable  of  enjoying, 
without  having  recourse  to  the  mandates  of  invisible 
phantoms,  or  their  inferior  agents. 


THE    END. 


